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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.80
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION--MINING, DIATOMACEOUS
EARTH.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has he read of the reported find
of diatomaccous earth in Derbyshire, Eng-
land, and' of its great value?7 2, As, according
to geologists' report;, we have a wonderful
body of this earth in the lake bed of Wan-
neroo, has any step been taken to utilise this
valuable earth?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Yes. The discovery is referred to in the
latest volume of the "Mineral Industry."
2, The Wanneroo deposits were first known
in 1902, and official reports were published
in 1003 and 1904 ini the annual reports of
the "Geological Survey." Since then they
have heen frequently brought under public
notice at various exhibition;, and also under
the notice of individual manufacturers. Al-
though the earth in Lake Onangara is of
especially good quality., up to the present
only a. few tons have been used industrially
in the manufacture of abrasive and disin-
fecting powders, and as a constituent of a
special cement. The purest known deposit
of diatornite in this State is the Lake
Gnangara deposit 10 miles North of Perth,
and the bed of the lake is estimated to carry
a million cubic yards of diatomite of ex-
cellent quality.

QUESTION-HIRE PURCHASE
AGREEMENTS.

Mr. GRIJFFITHS asked the Attorney
General: 1, Will legislation be brought
dlown during the session after Christmas
(January or Febronary, 1031) to deal witlW
the hanful effects of hire purchase agree-
ments as exereised by certain dealers? 2,
Is the Attorney General aware that one firm
in Perth charges 114 per cent. for so-called
a1ccommodation terms? 3, Is not the time
ripe for some legislation on the subject!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, The matter is under consideration. 2,
XNo. 3, See No. 1.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell-Northam [4.85] : I move-

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended to enable inessaggs from the Legis-
latLive Council to be dealt with at this sitting.

Question put and passed.

BILL-LOAN, £2,385,000.

Returned from the Council without amend-
went.

BILLr-FARMERS' DEBTS ADJUST-
MENT.

Councils Message.

Message from the Council received a2nd
read notifying that it had agreed to the re-
port of the managers of the conference.

BI:LL-ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendment.

Bill returned from the Council with an
am~fendmlenlt, which was now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chairi the Minis-
ter for Works in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2.--Insert at the beginning of line
12 the following 'words: "With the consent
of the board heing first obtained and":

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 do
riot propose to agree to this amendment. It
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is rather silly to suggest that the Govern-
ment should first obtain the consent of the
local authority before issuing a proclama-
tion. The Government will at oil times con-
sider the objections of the board. We have
already drastically amended the Bill to allow
of the local authority passing- plans and
spiecifications. I move-

That the arnainent be not agrectl to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted,

A committee consisting of the Attorney
General, Mr. Willeock and the Minister for
Works drew up reasons for not agree-
ing,, to the Council's amendment.

Reasons reported, and] a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BILL-MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendment.

Bill returned front the Council with a"
amendment, which was now considered.

In Comm ittee.

-Mr. Richardson in the Chair; the Attor-
ney General in charge of the Bill.

Clouse 2.-Insert at the beginning of line
12 the words "wvith the consent of the coun~-

cil being first obtained and":

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
amendment is on exactly the same lines as
the one just considered, and prpoe to
make the power to be taken under the mea-
sunre by the Government subject to the con-
sent of municipal councils. The Govern-
mneat are to say to the councils, "Will you
please let us do this?" I regard the amend-
ment as most improper, and do not think
any Government on earth worthy of the
name would accept it. I move-

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mjr. RAPHAEL: T am pleased that the
Legilative Council has taken this action.
It gives me great satisfaction to know that
the Government have been put in their
place and told they are not to be allowed to
doc as they please.

Qulestion put and liased : the Council's
:iiendinent not agreed to.

Itesolution reported. and the report
adlept ed.

A committee consisting of the Attorne 'y
General, the Minister for Works, and 31r.
WAillcoek drew tip reasons; for disageeing
to) the Council's amendment.

Reasons adopted, and a message accord-
igly returned to the Connil.

QUESTION-FARMERS' DEBTS AD-
JUSTMENT BILL.

Mr. P1 ESE (without notice) asked the
Attorley * General: Will hie explain the op-
eration of Claiise 7, relating, to stay orders?
Tfhere is some doubt in the minds of var-
ions lhon. inemlwers as to the effect of stay
orders rebit iv ccv to itrred creditors. Will
the stay ortder of 21 days operate against
a mnortgagee after the expiration of the
21. days, the farmner having once been
brough t under the measure9

The ATTORNE-Y GENERAL replied: I
c-annot give a dissertation on Clause 7 without
knowing the exact point; but the intention
(if the clause is that immediately upon an
alpplitation having been made by a. farmer
to a director, a stay will be granted of all
proceedings, and that the stay will cover
writs, suinunonses, distress for rents, seizure
by lien holder, power of sale by mortgagee,
and so on. The stay lasts from the date it
is granted until 21 days after the meeting
of creditors or any adjournment thereof.
That is the best I can do to help the honm.
member. Ift lhe desires more elaboration
than that, I suggest he should apply oftic-
iallr., and the Crown Law officers will go
into ally particular point.

PRrVILEGF.-VOLUME REMOVED.

Mr. SLEEMAN: As a matter of priv-
ilege, Mr. Speaker, J desire to draw your
attention to the fact that during a debate
in the House yesterday I brought here a
large volume of newspaper cuttings and
that some lion, members, evidently desiring
to destroy certain evidence, have removed
the hook. It is not now to be found. Per-
sonally , I shall not be inconvenienced very
muc-h, because I took the precaution, know.
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lung the class of people I was dealing with,
to secure it cutting that I wanted.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the question
of privilege?

Mr. SLEEMAX: I want the book to be
returned. The messengers require it
for other purposes, and .1 do not wish that
they should be inconvenienced. I also des-
sire to show what are the tactics adopted by
some lhon, members. I should be glad if
you, Sir, would ask members concerned to
return the book.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no evidence
before the Chair that any member of the
House removed the book. Therefore it is
utterly impossible for me to comply with
the requiest of the member for Fremantle.

Mr. SLEEMAN: flo I understand, Mr.
Speaker, that members have to put up with
this sort of thing in the legislative halls of
our country, that a member may bring in
property here and have it removed, and that
ltere is no redressq I understand you have
powver to order a search to be made and the
property returned.

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall inquire from the
messengers as to where the book is, and if
possible I will have it returned.

Mr. SLEEMAN: But the messengers have
come to me and asked for the book to be
returned!

BILL-STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ACT AMENDMENT.

.To Refer to Select Committee.

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the following motion moved by the mem-
ber for Fremantle (11r. McCallum~):

That the Bill be referred to a select coin-
niittee.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [5.1]: 1 regard the motion as
quite necessary in connection with a
Bill such as that we have discussed for
some time past. The effect of the Bill will
be to take awvay from Parliament its con-
trol over deals and conclusions arrived at
by the Government. It is true that Parlia-
ment has to trust Governments in regard
to matters of emergency and with referencee
to positions that are unanticipated, or arise
during the period when Parliament is in
recess. That is a part of the responsibility

of a Government, and is reconised as such
by all sections of Parliament In such cir-
cumstances, it would be foolish and would
mean needless expense, if, because sonmc-
thing unforeseen occurred, the Government
Were forced to convene a meeting of Parlia-
inent merely to discuss and arrive at a coni-
clusion regarding action to be taken in the
face of an eneigencv. When Parliament
has extended rights and responsibilities to
Governments to carry' out legislation and
administration, that position has always
been recognised, and we have it

alt times permitted the Govrtimnent
the right to act as they think it when
unforeseen circumstances have arisen. The
Minister for Railways correctly quoted the
action taken by the Prime -Minister of Great
Britain, wvhen Disraeli took upon hiiself
the responsibility of involving- the British
Empire in heavy expenditure for the pur-
pose of acquiring shares in the Suez Canal
that gave Britain a controlling influente.
That was done when Parliamient was not in
session. Negotiations of a secret anid dip-
lomatic character had to be carried out with-
out even Parliament knowing that the mat-
ter was under discussion or investigation.
Those shares were valuable, not only to
Great Britain, but to other nations who were
deeply interested in securing control of the
key to India, where Great Britain had built
up such great interests. The purchase of
those shares added vastly to Britain's assets,
and in the course of years the value of the
shares increased enormously. As the Minister
pointed out, we have that precedent of the
Prime Minister of Great Britain accepting
full respousiblity for his action in adding to
the assets of the nation, but I cannot see
any aalogy between that incident and what
is proposed in the Bill, which seeks to take
powers away from Parliament and to vest
in six or seven men the responsibility of dis-
posing of the assets of the State without the
authority of the legislature. That is a
totally different proposition. Although
Mlinisters have endeavoured to produce some
precedent to justify this extraordinary Bill,
I challenge them and members of the House
generally to produce evidence of anything
similar ever before having been attempted
in the British Dominions. Such a proposal
is opposed to all rules of British law and

amistration.
The Premier: It is not.
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Hon. WV. D. JOHLNSON: Of course it is.
It is Ueceaun of the extraordinary nature
of the Bill mid the fact that there is no
precedent for' it, that the House should rea-
lise the necessity for investigating the Bill
more closely. The means of investigation
iutilised inl this Chamber is by way of a
select committee; it is the only method by
which we can niake the inquiries deemedt
necessary regarding such an extraordinary
Bill. It is an extraordinary thing for thq
Government to come along and ask for au-
thority to dispose of the public estate with-
out giving the people's representatives an
opportunity to investigate or approve. We
onl this side would hesitate to propose to sell
even t'ravel or things of that sort without
some recognition that the actual result of
the transaction should he subject to a report
to Parliament. For instance, if we werql
selling gravel from the quarries or bricks
from the brickworks, there should be a re-
sponsiblc independent authority to regulate
the prices and return to Parliament some
report of the transaction, lint in regard to
this Bill we have no saifegulards at all. If
the Bill indicated some me-ns by which the
negotiations had to be conducted and the
State's interests safeguarded, one could dis-
cuss it from that point of view. But the
Bill simply gives authority for a few men
to sell part of the country's estate. And,
there may be quite a difference of opinion
in the two political parties constituting the
present Government. W~e have Dot been
told whether they have comie to an under-
.standing and are unanimous inl regard to
the Bill. Since tht Bill involves the sacri-
fiee, possibly, of anl estate running into
millions of pounds, no doubt there was party
discussion of the measure. The two parties
may have agreed on general terms in the
forming of the Administration, but in re-
gard to political policy it is highly probable
there are some divergences of opinion. The
Country Party's political platform is very
different from that of the Nationalist Party.

The Chief Secretary: What are you deal-
ing with now?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am dealing
with the dangers of the Bill. If we knew all
about the nature of the negotiations between
the two political parties in resjpect of the
Bill, we 'would hatve opportunity to judge
whether the Bill is fully endorsed by both,
parties forming the Government. T api
trying to prove the need f or a special in-

q~uiry into the Bill, to justify the appoint-
merit of a select committee. No Bill of this
nature has ever before been introduccd into
a Parliament in the British Domninus.
What we wrant to secure is a thorough in-
vestigation of a Bill of an extraordinary
character. .Xlcmhers may laugh, but I ap-
peal to theta to devote a little timle in the
library to an. eiideavour to discover aL pre-
ctedent for a Bill of this; kind. If they could
produce to me,- such precedent I would not
rcquire the same strict investigation of the
Bill. Undoubtedly the Bill is not based on'
precedent, and so we cannot lie too careful
in, passing it. Actually we on this side aire
afraid of it. if membhers opposite are satis-
fied with thme Bill, then they should ex-
plain it to us. If they cannot explain the
Bill, it they do nut understand it,' they
should realise that it is dealing with part of
the estate of WVestera Austraflia, the creation
Of' whiclh has oeeasioned s;ome sacrifice onl
the part of the people of the State. All
turtabers should bet brought to appreciate
the enornious significance of the Bill and its
full mneaning, and what may occur under
it, 'if ineinblrs oil the Government side will
not agree to go thoroughly into a detailed
expositioni of the Bill, then it becomes neces-
.Nary for us to secure a full inquiry into the
measure.

M1r. North: Did you hear the Chief Sec-
retary last night?

Hon. W. D. JOHINSON's: The Chief See-
reaymade the position worse. I will ad-
intlerose frthe purpose of replying,

but when on his feet hie forgot the purpose
for which hie had risen and (lealt with a lot
of foireign stuff, which was certainly iuter-
esting, as, indeed, I find alt his utterances.
The Leader of the Opposition emphasised
the need for investigation because of the
very action of the Government in delaying
the bringing down of the Bill. Since we
are called upon to consider the measure i
the closing hours of the session, it is only
reasonable that we should expect either a
comprehensive exposition of its principles,
or, alternatively, a searching inquiry such
as would be narie by a judiciously appointed
sect vorinittee. So, -when the Chief See-
rctarv rose last night 'I thought we were
going to have from him the expected exposi-
tin but, as I have said, I wvasi disappointodi-
for hie a ppeared to have forgotten the pity-
pn,v kr wichm he hiai riuisen. The Chief
Secretary replied only on the question of
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the Lake Clifton railway, and quite forgot
to deal with the reasons for the introduction
of this extraordinary Hill. I like to he in
moy place when lie is on his feet, but on
that occasion I was disappointed because
he did not take us one step further. The
Minister for Railways failed to give us suon
information as we have been struggling
so desperately to obtain. Seeing that we
have failed to get what we want in this
direction, we have to resort to other means
to protect the public. Then it was we
mande up oar minds to follow some
other course to gain the kinowledge we so
sorely' need. The Government of the day
are composed of two political parties. I
.should like to know whether the Country
Party and the Nationalist Party did agree
amongst themselves that legislation of this
kind would not be prejudicial to the inter-
ests of the State. I should also like to
know whether there was any iconflict of
opinion between those two parties concern-
inig the introduction of this measure.

Air. H. W. Mann: On a point of order.
Is the hon. member in order in discussing
the conditions prevailing between the Coun-
tr- Party and the Nationalist Party? What
has that to do with the Bill?

Miss Holman: There must be some reason
for bringing down this Hill.

Hon. At. F. Troy: What is the position
between the two par-ties?9

Mr. SPEAKER: The hou. member is en-
deavouring to show that there is a plank in
the platform of the policies of the two parties
to abolish State trading concerns. He is
asking the House to agree that there must
be something behind the measure betoken-
ing a combination of the two parties. 1
should like him to confine himself as nearly
as possible to giving reasons why the Bill
should he referred to a select committee. I
take it the hon. member is eudeavouring to
show there is some ulterior object for the
motion with which the House is not con-
versant.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: I assure you,
Mr. Speaker, I shall not offend against the
rules of the House. I do not wish to con-
vey the idea that there is any ulterior motive
on the part. of these parties. Uf they did
arrive at an understanding, and the plank
of the platform of the Country Party and
that of the Nationalist Party induced the
component parts of that organisation con-
scientiously to believe that the interests of

the State could be protected by this kind of
legislation, the means whereby that uinder-
staindirig was arrived at should be made pub-
lic. The Nationalist Party may not take
the same point of view as the Country
Party. The Nationalists have behind them
the 'National political organisation.

Mr. SPEAKER: What has that to do
with the Bill?

Ron. W. D. JOHNSONX: 1 will explain.
That organisation may lie deeply interested
in this Bill. Those who are conducting its
affairs will want to know whether the inter-
ests of the organisation are protected, and
whether anything will be done to injure
those who stand behind it. If Nationalist
members will not protect the interests of
their supporters, we must get a select com-
mittee to do it. One witness who should
be called by the select committee is a mem-
ber of another lplaee-tle Ron. J_ 31. Mac-
earlane. That gentleman would make a
capable witness and would adequately pro
tect the interests of that section of the com-
munity which he represents. The State trad-
ing concerns are of especial value to the met-
ropolitan area, where most of them are
located. Perth and Fremantle residents
come into close contact with the State Ship-
ping Service. At this moment there is a
proposal to utilise that service in extending
our trade with Java and the Straits Settle-
meats, whose teeming populations need our
products. On that aspect members of the
National Political Association could give
valuable testimony. 'Members of that asso-
ciation are interested in the expansion of
trade, and therefore in the State Shipping
Service. Probably they would show that
grave dangers are involved in the abolition
of the service. The National Party have a
direct interest in this matter, and should
bring forward evidence to prevent Parlia-
ment from passing legislation possibly in-
jurious to the community and detrimental to
the State. The select committee could as-
certain what the passing of this Bill would
mean to big firms connected with the National
Political Association. The committee could
also ascertain whether it would be irise to
empower six or seven men to say to the
shipping companies, "You can get the State
ships and operate along our coast without
Government interference." There is strong
reason to suspect that Ministers do not grasp
the full significance of the Bill. Have Min-
isters discussed the measure and its effect
with the Primary Producers' Association?
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If they have, there might not be need for a
gelect committee. However, we have no as-
surance from Ministers on the point. This
side of the Chiamber has devoted 16 hours
to trying to elicit information from Mfinis-
ters, but so far without result. We would
be failing in our duty as representatives of
the people if we did not continue our
efforts, as this Hill is one of the
most important ever introd,ced into
the Parliament of Western Australia.
The festive season is approaching, but ap-
parently we shall have to toil on while others
enjoy themselves. We have to be p~enalised
so that the effect of the Bill may he nde-
quately investigated. The select committee
will be appointed and we shall have to work
cii. Instead of being able to rest with our
labours accomplished, we are to have but a
miere temporary adjournment and we shall
have to resumue our duties once more.

The 'Minister for Railways: You will not
mciss your Christmas holidays if you are de-
pending upon the select committe to rob
you of them!

Eon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is useless
lor the 'Minister to suggest that I am one
who, having urged the necessity for a certain
course to he pursued, is willing to let others
do the work while I dodge my share of it.
While I realise that iuembers who are ap-
pointed on the select committee will be put
to inconv'enience, I will be prepared to work
-of course, Mr. Speaker, I realise that I
may not even be appointed !-right through,
and to devote Christmas Day and Sunday,
too, to the work of the committee, even
though I recognise (lie sacredness of lboth
clays.

The Minister for Railways: And] on Good
Friday too?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Minister
ciced not try to mislead us by suggesting
the inquiry will take that long'. -Not a great
time will he involved in the work of the
select committee, lin order to facilitate the
investigation the inquiry could start at 8
an,., or even earlier each day, and the select
committee could sit on until every oppor-
tunity had been given to secure the infor-
mnation that is so urgently required. I ad-
mit that wve are approaching a period of the
year when evidence will be hard to secure,
but those who have commercial, financial no I
industrial interests to conserve should be
willing to wake sacrifices and tender evi-

dence regarding the effect that State trading
concerns will have upon their operations.
We should find out whether the various in-
terests in this State, including those of the
primary and secondary producers and their
organisations, have been consulted regard-
inug the measure, and if so, what attitude
they adopt.

Sitting suspended front, 6.16 to 7.30 y.rn.

Ron. WK. 1). .]OHNSON : The Nationalist
political organisations haive opportunities to
determine the effect of the measure on the
State trading- concerns from the standpoint
of the interests with which they are associ-
atel, and the information could be made
available to the commulnity. That might en-
able us to arrive at at conception of the full
significance of the Bill, and a select corn-
niitte would he useful to elicit the informs-
tioc,. This Chamber would be failing in its
duty if it did not insist upon obtaining the
opinions of organisations that truly reflect
the interests of those who would he affected
if trading, concerns were disposed of with-
out the ,,auction of Parliament. The Bill is
v-ital to the primary producers of the State,
especially in its bearing upon the expansion
of trade. Consideration has been given to
arranging at special trip of the "Kangaroo"
with the object of increasing the markets
for our products. If we gave the five or
six members composing the Government au-
thority to dispose of the trading concerns.
what would happen if the State ships
piassed Iinto the possession of competing
companies! The "Kangaroo" not only adds
to the ncumber of boats engaged on the coast,
but isn:1completitor wviti, the vessels of pri-
vate owners, anid her competition is of as-
sistance ini keeping down freight charges.
Can we afford to limit that competition?
Cannot the State ships still he of service to
the primary producers? The present would]
he an opportune time for primary pro-
clueeps to appear before at select committee
and give inforniation that would enable the
committee to declare whether the State
ships should lie embraced within the scope
of the Bill. I admit that this question
could be discussed in Committee. True,
the Bill consists of only one clause,
but it is far-creaching in its ramifications.
We want to be sure that information is
available to Parliament;, so that members
may know what is safe and what is uin-
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safe. "Safety first" has always been my
slogan in respect to legislation. We have
had no indication that members opposite
have investigated this matter. We want them
to help us. it is wrong to imagine that the,
Opposition only should investigate these
questions. The Opposition are not in the
position to acquire information. How can
it be obtained if -Ministers will not supply
it? The gr-eat. co-operative movement
charged %titm time irs~ponsibility -nt market-
ing should lie consuted. The member for
Swan (31r. Sampson), who is so interested
in the marketing of primary prodnce. should
he examined before the select committee.
We know he has certain qualifications.

,)r. IKenneally: Someone who does not
know himi must have suggested that.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I have co-oper-
ated with himi in his endeavours to repre-
sent thme irarketing side of primary products

In know flint hi% testimony would he
wo'-piI. havi:.r. Urt1'1-Imtely, the hon mesa-
bcr is associatedl with the National roqriy%,
and being bound to zimami party by discipline!
and loyalty, he might not he available. But
lie red'c nlq ,e tiznenapit to give evidaret an 1
lime select ek.ruinittee wculd have therih

'Jr. 8SP_' / K I .1 L - ,imi afraid ti~e hon.
member is wandering.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No. Mr. Speaker,
f am not wandering.

Mr. SPEAKER: But you are.
Ifon. W. D. JOHlNSON: I do not desire

to offend-, I merely wish to say that it
thle select (comnmittee is appointed the meml-
her for Swan would have the opportunity
to place before us his special knowledge in
regard ta pimary products.

'Mr. SPEAKER: 1 must ask the hon.
member to leave the mnember for Swan out
of thle discussioni.

lion. IV. D). JOHNSON: Very well.
Ifr. SPEAK9ER:- And I must ask the

hon, member not to repeat his statements
over, and over again. He has already said
the same thing twenty times.

Bon. W. D. JOHNSON: I think I have
only- mentioned once that representatives
of the Primary producers could explain the
value of State enterprises to a select coin-
mittee.

The Minister for Railways: Any other
carpenter could make out just as good a
case as you are doing.

Eon. W. D1. JOHNSON: 1"c select corn-
mittees are not appointed just for fun; they
are appointed to investigate certain matters.
There are workers employed in the trading
concerns and they enjoy a few mnore privi-
leges than do private employees We should
inquire whether, by selling any of the trad-
ing concerns, we would be sacrific-
ing directly the interests of thousands
of men and, indirectly, the interests
of thousands of women and children.
If the trading concerns are to he sold, what
conditions are to be applied to the sale to,
protect the employees of those concerns?
By means of aL select committee we can ob-
tain knowledge that will enable uis to punt
into the Bill provisions by which the inter-
ests of those employees can be safeguarded.
There are considerations peculiar to the
trading concerns, and we ]require to be very
careful ahout tlhem. It would not be fair
to anly to five or six men, "You shall have
thle right to dispose of the trading concerns
but you niust accept responsibility for the
protection of the employees of those con-
cerns." That should be for Parliament,
Take the State Ship ping Service as com-
pared with private shlipping companies.
There is a marked difference between the
standard of comfort in the State steamer
as against that ii] thle other steamers.

)1r. IKenneally: A-nd we had to fight a
long timne to get them.

Hion. W. B). JOHNSON: That is so.
Along our coast we have ships manned by
black tabour competing with Australian
ships manned by white labour. What in-
formation have we as to what is proposed
iii regard to the employees of the State
Shipping Service? Ought there not to be in
any contract of sale of the State steamers
a provision saifeguarding the interests of
the employees of those steamers? Are we
going to allow the Government to sell those
steamers without .eonsulting the member for
Fremantle and the member for North-East
Fremantle as to the protection of the em-
ployees, of the service? Would the member
for North-East F romantic agree to the State
steamers being sold by five or six men--

Mr. Parker: I1 would say, not five or six,
but eight,

Hon. WV. 1). JOHNSON: The boa. mem-
ber would extend the number of men that
shall constitute the authority to dispose of
the trading concerns. We should have evi-
dence on the question whether we can
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e~xtend( flint authority beyond the Governor

in Council, and bring in other men. The
lion. mumber should he of service in that

regard by' giving evidence before the select
committee.

.Nr. Kenneall y: it would be his only
elince to (discuss the Bill.

ionr. w. 1). JOHNSON: He has had no
chance. He did not help us on the second

reading,' and we now wish to give him an

Opportunity to discuss the Bill before the
evlet committee and so help us with his

special knowledge. But we do not want to

leave to the lion. member the whole ques-
tion of what is to become of the employees
of the trading concerns when those trading
concerns are sold. it should not be left to

the hon. member to say howv those employees
ran lie protected, and whether or not their
conditions ought to he improved.

Hon. P. Collier: But the employers ought
to be heard also.

Hion. W. D. JOHNSON: I have no de-
sire to he unfair.

Air. McCallum: But you are speaking
from the one side only.

I-on. W. D. JOHNSON: I take exception
to that. I do not wish to be one-sided. In

tine course I will deal with the other side,

and in the meantime I beg the hon. member

to have a little patience.
lion. P. Cornier: Tell us the point of

view of the Employers' Federation.

Hon. W. fl. JOHNSON: I wish the
Leader of the Opposition would allow me to
state my pwn case in my own way. It is a

serious thing to have it proposed that at few

men should have power to dispose of the

trading concerns. I need not apologise for

putting the employees' interests before
those of the employers. When I shall have

finiishied the case for the employees I will
endeavour to expound the viewpoint Of the
employers, because 1 want the investigation

to he thorough. There are many organisa-
tions that should be consulted. There is

the Nationalist political Organisation to be

consulted, the Primary Producers' Associa-
tion to be consulted, and the great co-
operative movement to be consulted, to say
nothing of the Labour organisations, who
may have a lot to say about the effect the
sale of these trading concerns will have on
their members.

Mr. McCallunm interjected.
Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: I do not think

we require to go into those petty little de-

tails. I am dealing with the big principles
contained in the Bill. After all, I am not
an authority on everything. I am only a
member of Parliament and a member of
the Labour Party. Out of my long ex-
perience in both capacities I appeal to mem-
bers to play safety first, to be sure they do
not pass legislation that they do not under-
stand.

I-on. P. Collier: But the hon. member
would be willing that the inquiry should he
of the widest possible scope?

Ron. W. D). JOHNSON: Yes, indeed. I
hope to make that clear before I sit down.
What is to become of the industrial awards
or agreements which govern the conditions
of the employees in the State trading con-
cerns? Should not some provision be made
in the Bill for them 7 If for instance the
State steamers are sold and the original
employer, the Government, no longer exists,
what becomes of the award? That is a
very important legal point.

The Minister for Railways: These awards
are part of the assets. We will certainly
not give them away.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Minister is
not the best judge in the world of the value
of assets. We have had no information as
to what will become of these contracts be-
tween the Government and their employees.
That is a matter upon which an inquiry
might well be held. Than there is the ques-
tion of coloured labour, a very big question,
that requires to be taken into consideration.

Mr. SPEARER: There is nothing in the
Bill dealing with coloured labour. The hon.
member is trying my patience very much.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not desire
to try your patience.

Mr. SPEAKER: You have said this so
often.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am justified
in emphasising my points. One big thing
is the possibility of competition by means
of black labour. What effect would that
have upon the lives of the present employees,
say of the State Shipping Service? We
know that these employees spend their
money here and help to develop the State,
and are indeed a great asset to the State.
Are we going to sacrifice them and all these
important factors by disposing of our trad-
ing concerns to people who may turn round
and employ coloured labour? I am afraid
that very important point has been over-
looked.
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Ron. P. Collier: I am afraid it has been
entirely overlooked.

Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON: How will that
matter be put right without a full and ample
inquiry? What will the conditions of our
employees in the trading concerns be under
private enterprise compared with what they
are under Government administration 9 The
conditions muay be entirely varied. The Gov-
ernment give long service leave to their em-
ployees. What would happen to the accu-
mulated rights of the workers if they passed
from one control to another? These rights
should be converted into cash if there are
any outstanding at the time of the trans-
fer, and provision should be made by law
to safeguard the position. Are members
going to permit a number of men to lose
their rights in this way? We want to know
how we can safeguard the workers against
contracts being broken. If Ministers have
gone into that question and made up their
minds what they are going to do, they have
certainly not informed the House.

Miss Holman: That is a secret.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There may be
some reason for that interjection. There
should not be any secret understanding upon
such an important matter. As representa-
Lives of the people we should know what
has been agreed to. Quite a number of the
employees of these concerns come under the
Public, Service Act. I do not know whether
we can dispose of these undertakings with-
out exercising our rights. 'We may run
ourselves into heavy liabilities that we do
not yet appreciate. Some of these officers
are highly paid. If these concerns are paid
will our obligations to -these officers cease?
It is easy to break an ordinary industrial
agreement by the disposal of the employer's
interest in the particular industry for which
the award or agreement operates. But an
Act of Parliament is a different matter. The
liability under it continues. The select com-
mittee could obtain evidence making the
position clear- How can we economically
dispose of the State trading concerns if we
do not know what is the liability under the
Public Service Act? We must get a repre-
sentative of the Public Service before the
select committee, so that the necessary evi-
dence on that point may be secured. No
doubt the secretary of the Public Service
Asociation has given consideration to the
Bill, and therefore Mr. Stevens should be
heard by the select committee. Further, the

select committee ahoula ascertain what will
he the net result from the sale of, say,
the brickworks after provision has been
made for the Government's liabilities to the
employees. The Auditor General could tes-
tify as to that Various Government build-
ings are used partly for housing State trad-
ing concerns, and partly for other purposes.
Trhe purchasers of State trading concerns
mnust therefore he prepared to take over such
portions of those buildings as are used by
the concerns. On the other hand, for the
S2tate Implement Works a special building
was erected.

Mr. SPEAKER: The special building has
nothing to do with the select committee.
Really, the hon. member is wandering from
the point.

Hon, W. D. JO HNSON: The Sunshine
Har-vester Company might purchase the
works. Then would the company move their
machinery from Maylands and domicile
themselves in the building at North Fre-
mantle? The Bill should specify whether
the buildings of the trading concerns should
he sold as well as the concerns themselves.
What is to become of the buildings if we
d~o not sell them with the concerns? In that
direction there is danger of a dead loss. The
Bill ought to provide that the lucrative part
of the State trading shall int be sold while
the less profitable part is left on the bands.
of the people. Personally I do not want the
State trading concerns either leased or sold.
Any action in that direction might prove
jnost detrimental to the financial position of
the State. It is, for the reasons I have out-
lined, thet the whole question should he con-
sidered by a select committee. For in-
stance, can we utilise the buildings that have
been erected or are used in connection with
various State trading concerns?

The Minister for Railways: Yes, let them
for miniature gotf.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I desire to see
that every interest is properly protected be-
fore any sales take place.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

MR. KENNEALLY (East Perth) [8.50]:
T support the motion.

The Minister for Railways: Don't you
want the Minister to reply to the arguments
advanced by the member for Guildford-
Midland ?
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M1r. XENNEA1LY: It the Minister had
been prepared to give the House the infor-
mation that interjection would seem to sug-
gest he fis prepared to place before hon.
members, there would have been no ncees-
-ity for us to ask for the appointment of a
select. committee. We endeavoured to get
information during the second reading de-
hate, particularly as some members on the
G;overnment side of the House, particularly
the Minister for Railways, found it neces-
sally to include the proviso in the Act, which
lilt' Bill seeks to eliminate.

Mr. Griffiths. The -Minister has had sonic
experience since then.

Mr. KENNEAUlAY: Then lie should have
given the Rouse the beniefit of his experience,
mid indicated to us what had caused him to
change his opinion. If the Bill is referred
to a select committee for the purpose oV;
getting the informiation we diesire, the Gov-
ernment will not lie openi to suspicion; we
shall see whether negotiations have been
a [love hoard, and shall demonstrate that
practices adapted in other parts have not
been resorted to by Ministers, here. Surely
flint information would lie beneficial to the
State. In the circumstances, is not the mo-
tion worth wvhile9 There seems to have been
-omlething wrong with the passage of the
Bill. and we are jifled in co~nsidlering
what has happended to it since the measure
wa first mooted. During the session, vari-
Am.;~ Bills have been referred to select corn-
linittees. Will it be suggestrel that any one
oit those Bills was more important than the
one under discussion? The Far-mers' Debt-,
Adjustment Bill was dealt with in that way.
W~ill the Minister for Agriculture say that
Bill was more important than the State
Trading Concerns Act Amendment Bill I

The Minister for Agriculture: We have
all1 the information we desire onl this Bill,
:ind so have you.

11r. KENNEALLY: If that is so, Min-
ktcrs are like the nigger with his goodness;
it has not comne out! M1inisters were not
prepared to give uts any information, and it
k, absolutely essential that before we alter
a. law that members on the Government side
of the House themselves found necessary to
place on the statute-book, we should know
-why they seek that alteration, and what had
led to their conversion. It was not this side
of the House that made the existing law.
We know that members opposite found it
necessary to support the legislation, and we

have it on record that the vote was taken
Without opposition. If members opposite
now think their action in) supporting the
leg-islation wa, wrong, wse are entitled to
lmnou why they have changed their minds.

Mr. -North:. Did you hear the Chief See-
retary Just night?

Ar. ICENNEALLY: I will have some-
thing to say abouit the Chief Secretary's
sphlel later.

The .1Minister for Works:. Not on this
mlotionl, Surely.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Since the Chief
Secr-etary' 's speech was on this very motion,
I Ihimik I shall be iin order in commenting
on that speech. ]In addition to the select
comaittee onl the Farmers' Debts Adjust-
metit B1ill, this House appointed a select
roiminittee t(I deal with the cost of commiodi-
ties. I do inot hear the 'Minister for Agri-
culture interject that that also was an ini-
pa rtan t subject.

The Minister for Agriculture: It was.
Mr. KEINNEALLY: It was because it

was impiortant that the select committee was

The Minister for Agriculture: And we
hadl quite sufficient information on that sub-
ject.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Are we not to have
a. select committee because members oppo-
,ite think they have all the necessary infor-
ination ! Seeing thant the Bill involves the
bartering of millions of pounds of the peo-
ple's money, there could be no more in-
iportanlt question for a select committee
to vonsider. And, after all, has there ever
been in this Chamber such a dogged silence
Iilaintnlucd towards a request for inquiry by
ai select committee? This is a proposal to
sell the State trading concerns. I recollect
that when a previous Government were in
power a certain person in competition with
one of' the State trading concerns waited on
the MXinister controlling that concern and,
asked for a guarantee against increased op-
position from that trading concern, in order
that he mnight extend his operations. I
should like to know if that gentleman is in
any way associated with Ministers in wish-
ing to keep us without information. Is it
because, possibly, he has been more success-
ful in his quest with the present Ministry
that he was with the previous M1inistry that
Ministers arc now offering so mnuch opposi-
tion to the placing of information before
the Chamber? Not very many years ago we
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were in a ,erious loosition for want of brieks,
lpartieularlv in the city. In consequence the
State brickworks were brought into being.
-Now under the Bill it is propos2rI to dispose
of that very agency which made a brick sup-
ply possible. That agency has been operat-
ilier -at a orott to the community, although
niot to competing firnis, including the geza-
tirnan I have alluded to. Before we let the
Iilli go through we should ask ourselves are
we prepared to get hack to non-competitive
dams when it. was impossible to maintain an
adiequate briek supply in the city. Are we
prepared to say to an ex -preshlent of the
Emtployers' Federation, "You previously
Jul4 a monopoly of the briek supply, but the
State Briekworks have been supplying
l)Iicks to your disadvantage, and now behind
-the back of Parliament the Government arc
g.oing to offer- to sell you this trading con-
vern"? It may be argued that this ex-
president of the Emhploy, er& Federation is
nt to have the S.'tate Brickworks, or that

hie has not been more successful ini his quest
with the present M1inistry than hie was with
the lpast MNinistry. It is a perfectly logical
deduction to draw that if the Government
strenuously oppose thne appointmient of a
-select committee to get the information we
require, they are doing it for a purpose best
known to themselves. In their own inter-
vits and for the protection of their g-ood
name, any Government should be prepared
to afford the fullest inFormation. If the
existing law is to be altered, it should be
41ltered only after a thorough inquiry. This
Rlonse appointed also a select committee to
deal with the Tenants, Purchasers, and Mort.
gagrs Relief Bill. The Minister- for Agri-

.culture agrees that that ailso. was an import-
ant measure.

M1r. Hegney drew attention to the state of'
file House.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I was glad that Bill
wns referred to a select committee, because
the committee was able to take evidence and
'4eeure valuable information. Yet that mea-
sure was not more important than is the
one before us.

The iNnister for Lands: We did not re-
fer it to a select committee.

Mr. KENKEALLY: The House did.
The Minister for Lands: No, only a por-

tion of it.

Mr. KENNE~ALY: Then let the HousR
appoint a select committee to deal with. por-
tion of this Bill. We want to save the Gay-.
ermeat from themselves, to save the good
nmne of tile Government. It is in the inter-
ests of the community to protect the name,
of Governments. Select committees have
been appointed to deal with many measures
during this session, and so I am asking for
the appointment of a select committee to
consider this Bill also, M1embers on the
Government side recently appealed for co-
operation to grapple with probltims, arising
out of the existing financial stringency. By
agoreeing- toh a select committee on the State
trading, concerns, those members would show
that they were not indulging in mere lip
service. Would the measure promote that
good feeling for which members opposite
appealed9 It has been admitted that if the
measure were passed there wvould not be
much chance to dispose of the trading con-
cerns. Yet the Govenrnment are adamant in
p)roceed1ing with the Bill. Over £2,000,000
of State money is involved, and that should
make thre question of sufficient importance
to warrant inquiryv by select committee. if
the Gov'ernmnent will not agree to a select
veomm-ittee, they cannot complain if people
forn the opinion that their proposal will
riot stand the light 'of day. We do not want
the Government to lay themselves, or their
sutcesnors, Open to suspicion. Not only the
State Brickworks but the State Sawmills are
important competitors with privately-owned
Vonleerlirs. The establishineiA of sawmills at
Pembherton, M1anjiunip and Dwellingup
rauaed towns to rise where only wilderness
prevailed before, and has been responsible
for the opening up of those parts of the
State. Tire sawmnills have ramifications ex-
tending beyond the Commonwealth and they
have returned to the Treasury hundreds of
thousands of pounds in excess of the cotst.
Yet six or eight men are to have the power
to dispose of such an asset without the sanc-
tion of Parliament. The Government have
nlready gone almost to the length of their
tether in sacrificing the interests of the
workers, and they should hesitate before they
hand over State employees to the tender
mercies of private enterprise. One reason
why I advocate a select committee is that
the conditions now eajoyea by State em-
ployees might be maintained. On one occa-
sion I visited Argyle to study the conditions
of employees there as compared with those
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of State employees In the privately-owned
mills men are working 48 hours a week com-
pared with 44 hours in the State mills. The
State employees received long-service leave
and retiring allowances, which were not
granted by outside firma. Yet employers who
have been working their men longer hours
for less pay are now closing down their
mils or putting their employees on part
time. While they are crying out about the
loss they are suffering, the State Sawmills
are able to give their workers better pay
and conditions and miake a profit for Con-
solidated Revenue. A select committee would
be able to consider those facts. Recently
we passed a Salaries Tax Bill.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot allow
the hon. member to discuss any measure
that has been passed by the House.

Mr. REKNEALLY: I merely wish to dis-
cuss the incidence of the measure with re-
gard to employment. The definition of
"~officer' in that Bill included members of
trading concerns' staffs. If the trading coil-
cerns are handed over to private enterprise,
the staffs will cense to be officers under the
salaries tax measure, and the tax that the
Treasurer would have collected from them
will not be available because it does not
apply to employees of private firms. That
piece of legislation was, considered to be
necessary to save the country, and practi-
cally the next measure introduced provides
for parting with instrumentalities, portions
of whose staffs would be sub jt to the
salaries tax. What information we have re-
ceived from the Government side has been
given mostly by way of interjection, but it
has indicated that the appointment of a select
committee would be helpful to supporters
of the Government as well as to members on
this side of the House. Yesterday we were
given a schoolmasterly lecture by the Chief
Secretary. He is a gentleman entitled to
respect, hunt when he arrogntes to himself the
right to lecture members of the Opposition,
he assumes a function that ill-becomes him
and members should not havc to tolerate it.
If he fails to appreciate the position of
the workers, that may he due to his en-
vironment. I have yet to learn that he is
an authority as to whether members on
this side have dealt with the question or
not. He did not hesitate to tell them, in
the Speaker's hearing, that the Leader of
the Opposition was the only one of us w~ho
had dealt with the question. This arrogant

Minister takes upon himself the right to.
he the judge of that position.

The DEPUTY SPEAK-ER: Order! Thle
Chief Secretary has not yet spoken to this-
motion.

Mr. KENNEALLY: You are making a
mistake. He was the third speaker.

.Mr. Pardon: Too right he was
The DIEPUTY SPEAKER: I am going

by the Speaker's list.
LMr. Panton: He really did not speak to

the mnotion. He spoke of it.
Mr. KENNEALLY: I was going to say

hie did not speak to the motion. lHe took
US to task in a. school-masterly manner. He
asked if we thought it possible under thle
present law to sell any trading concern if
all the informsation eoncerninp, the buyer
had first to he placed before Parliament.
The position would be that negotiations.
would be entered into with some firn or
individual, and that ultimately an offer
wvould be made. Before that offer was
accepted it -would have to come before Par-
liament. The negotiations would he con-
ducted by the Minister, and he would re-
port the result to Parliament for accept-
ane of the offer or otherwise. Before any
assets of the State are disposed of, the rep-
resentatives of the people should have the
opportunity to approve or otherwise. T
cannot understand the state of mind of the
Government wvho would depart from that
principle. T1he Government cannot sell £10
worth of Crown land without the consent
of Parliament, but now they want the 7 ght
to sell £2,000,000 worth of State assets
without the authority of Parliament. Is
it any wonder that members on this side
do not want to hand the control of Parlia-
mernt over to such Ministers? We are pre-
pared to take up the gauntlet that has- beer.
thrown to us, and keep the Government
here uintil Chiristma~s rather than let them
achieve their object. W~e will let then,
knowv it is not so easy to play with the
assets of the people. The law as it stands
does nut prevent the Government from
arrangingr for the sale of any of thet-e trad-
ing concerns. All they have to do then is
to obtain the approval of Parliament.
Could anyone object to such a simple pro-
ceduret One can only imagine fromt the
intro)duction of this Bill that certain people
are anxious to have a free 'hand with re-
spect to these undertakings, such as was
not a'r-:able to them when the Labour
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(government were in office. The Chief Sec-
retary said it was ridiculous to say that
any proposals for a sale of one of these
concerns must first be brought hefren Par.
Iiaiaent. We represent the people, and as
sutch, are custodians of the property of the
people. We should not willingly pass on
ouir responsibilities in this matter to
six or seven Ministers of the Crown.
The select committee will hare every oppor-
tunity of seeuring information as to the or-
dinary procedure in eases of proposed sale,
and also the opportunity of suggesting to
Parliament the conditions which should pre-
eede the entertaining of any proposal for
Nale. If the select committee supply only
that information, their appointment will he
justified. The manner in which the Gov-
ernment have dealt with the Bill is highly
suspicious. The measure was in another

place four mionths ago, and came here about
2L months back. Why it has been kept in
clover for that period I do not know. The
reason wvill not he discovered unless the
select committee are appointed. But let me
ask, why has the Bill been kept low down
on the Notice Paper anid why is an effort
being made to rush it through at the last
moment? Its course has been a sort of
"Jump, Jim Crow." It obtained Assembly
birth as Item No. 24 on the Notice Paper,
being received here on the 14th October.
IL gradually got nearer the top of the
NTotice Paper. Frequently this Chamber has
considered all items hut one preceding the
Bill, whereupon the adjournment of the
House has been moved by the Premier. At
other 'times it has been placed still lower
down on the Notice Paper, apparently for
rear lest the item should be reached earlier
than the Government desire. The second
reading was moved by the Premier on the
19th November, and then the debate was
adjourned. Not until the 16th December
was the second reading debate resumed. Is
it reasonable that a measure which has been
dilly-dallied with in that fashion should
come up again for second reading on the
16th December, with Ministers proposing to
(-lose the session in a few days? On the
14th October the Bill was Item No. 24, and
the House adjourned at 10.40 p.m. On
the 15th it was Item No. 23, and as we got
a fair way down the list the House ad-
journed at 9.40. On the 16th it was Item
.4o. 19, and the House adjourned at 11.20.
On the 21st October it had receded from

No. 19 to No. 22, and the House adjourned
at 10.35. On the 22nd October it became
No. 23, progressing backwards. As items
were dealt with and disappeared, other items
advanced towards the top of the Notice
Paper, but this Bill took the opposite direc-
tion, downwards instead of upwards.

The Premier: Mr. Deputy Speaker, are
we to have any more of this repetition?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ask the
lion. member niot to indulge in tedious re-
petition.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I am not doing so,
Mr. Deputy Speaker. In any case, I do not
think the Premier is able to say what is
repetition iii this debate, as he has not been
long enough in the Chamber to judge. I
am niot going hack over dates I have al-
ready mentioned. 'My desire is to show the
haphazard journey of the Bill up and down
the Notice Paper. The measure did get up
as high as No. 9, but on the 22nd October
;t had receded to No. 23. On the 23rd it
was Item 'No. 20, and the House adjourned
at 9.50 p.m, Why? Because we were get-
ting down near the State Trading Concerns
Acet Ameunment Bill.

The Premier: We were tired that night.
Mr. KENNEALLY: Possibly that may

have been the cause. On the 28th October,
the -next sitting day, the Bill -went back
from No. 20 to No. 21. On tbe next
night it reached No. 20 on the Notice Paper,
and on the following evening, No. 17. On
thre latter occasion when we were getting
near to the item, we adjourned at 9.15.
The next day the Bill was No. 21 on the
LNotice Paper, and as we approached the
Order of the Day the House adjourned at
1) pin. It may have been just a strange
rorneidence, or it may have been, as he sug-
gested, the Premier thought on each occa-
sion that we were looking tired. Is it not
reasonable to assume, however, that the Pre-
mnier adjourned the House because we had
nearly reached the Bill? On the 4th Nov-
ember, the Bill was No. 21 on the Notice
Paper, and that evening we reached within
two of that number when the House ad-
journed.

The Minister for Lands: All this has no-
thing to do with the appointment of a select
committee.

Mr. KRNNEALLY: If the select com-
mittee were appointed, we might be able
to get information that we have sought in
vain to drag from the Government. I should
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say there has apparently been method in
the madness of the Government, the object
being to delay the consideration of the Bill
until the end of the session. They post-
pond the matter until the 16th December.
On the 6th November the Bill had jumped
to No. 8 on the Notice Paper and we dealt
with Items 1 to 6 inclusive. Then the Pre-
mier, I suppose, saw that we were tfred, and
decided to adjourn. By this means, eon-
sjideration of the Hill that was introduced on
the 14th October, was deferred until the
19th November, when the second reading was
moved and the adjournment of the debate
secured. The debate was not resumed until
the 16th Dec.ember. We are entitled to ask
why a measure of such importance has been
dealt with in such a jump-jim-crow way. It
is difficult to understand. 1 have not tray-
ersed the treatment meted out to the Bill
from early in November until the 16th De-
cember, but, in following the Bill through-
out a full month, I have demonstrated that
we have justice in our claim that the Oppo-
sition has not been treated fairly. The
Government were not anxious to have the
Bill considered seriously until the end of the
session was approaching. Can we be blamed,
in the circumstances, for asking that the
information we desire shall be obtained by
the appointment of a select committee? As
a result of that inquiry, we could be in-
formed whether the Act as it stands should
be amended, whether the amendment pro-
posed by the Government is justifiable or
whether an alternative amendment would be
wore in the interests of the State. Last
session a select committee dealt with the
Traffic Act Amendment Bill, as a result of
which the members of the committee, who
held divergent views, were able to submit a
unanimous report in which the contending
views of local governing authorities and
others were reconciled. Are we to expect
that where other select committees have suc-
ceeded, this one is going -to fail? Are we
to accept the idea that even though the
recommendations of select committees on
various occasions have been adopted unani-
mously, this proposed committee will not be
able to arrive at any useful conclusion? If
by the appointment of a select committee
the Government secure information showing
that the sale of the trading concerns is ad-
visable in the interests of the country, then
and then only will I vote for their sale; but
in any such sale the people's representatives

in this House must be given a say. So far
we have had no evidence at all that the Gov-
erment desire to sell the trading concerns
hut have been prevented by the existing law
from so doing. Actually, the lawv gives-tIhe
Government power to sell the trading con-
cerns, stipulating only that Parliament must
approve of the sale. I. select committee
would be able to call members of the Gov-
ernment as witnesses and find out whether
any attempt has been made to sell the trad-
ing concerns. Even though we have begged
members of the Government to lay before
us their reasons for wishing to dispose off
the trading concerns, our request has been
ignored. It is, of course, possible that this
attitude on the part of the Government is
maintained solely in the interests of the
country. The evidence elitnited by the select
committee might showr that the Government's
attitude was a perfectly sound one; in which
event, of course, members of the Opposi-
tion woula bp convinced. Is the member for
Gascoyne going to support a measure that
will make it possible for the Government
to dispose of the State steamers and so
leave the people of the North at the mercy
of private shipping companies? If he
votes against the appointment of a select
committee, he will be working directly
against the interests of his very constitu-
eats. He told as the other day the Premier
had assured him the State steamers would
not be sold. But I reminded the hon. mem-
ber that Premiers come and Premiers go,
and that the next Premier might he deter-
mined to get rid of the State steamers as
quickly as possible. Tn the circumstances
is the hon. member prepared to vote for the
measure? If he is, he will place the other
representatives of the North in a very un-
fortunate position, because the resultant
action will mean irreparable damage to the
North. Will it be sufficient for him to say
that the Premier promised him that the
ships would not he sold?

Mr. Angelo: The Premier said so in the
House.

Mr. KENNEALLY: A future Premier
might promise other members not to sell
the sawmills, the ferries or the quarries,
just as the present Premier has promised
the member for Gascoyne not to sell the
ships. If the law is altered as proposed,
it will be possible for the State ships to be
sold without consulting the representatives
of the people. The policy of the past for
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protecting the nation's assets is a sound
one.

The Attorney Genera!: What are the
-nation'., assets?

Mr. KENNEALLY: Those on which
£2,000,000 of the nation's money has been
spent,

The Attorney General: Are those all the
assets the nation has?

Mr. KENNEALLjY: The Minister should
not be ridiculous. I did not say that the
mneasure would empower the Government to
dispose of all the nation's assets. I said the
portion represented by this Bill.

The Attorney General: No, you did not.
Mr. KENNEALLY: I can give the hon.

member the facts, but not the intelligence
to assimilate them. Over £2,000,000 of the
nation's money has been expended in trad-
ing concerns.

The Attorney General: Wasted.
Mr. KENNhEALLY: Let me deal with that

aspect. If the money has been wasted , the
Minister and others who think with him
should demonstrate it to a select com-
mittee. He should grasp the opportunity.
Why is the long silence not broken? Why
do not the Government give us the informa-
tion we desire?

The Attorney General: What informa-
tionI

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. KENNEALLY: An explanation why
members opposite have altered their opin-
ions. If£ the Attorney General placed his
views bet'o~e a select committee and the sel-
ect committee endorsed the proposal of the
Govq nunt, would not that justify the
Governmtnt and remove the possibility of
suspicion attaching to the disposal of any
of the State's asscts7 If members opposite
think this alteration of the law is necessary,
why do they not give reason;, and why do
they oppose inquiry by select comzntte
which would permit of full info -mation
being placed before the House? The Bill
has been before Parliament for 2& month;,
hut has only Come before us here definitely
in the dying hours of the session. It was
introduced in the Council on the 14th Oct-
ober. but the Premier did not move the
second icading until the 19th November.
The debate was then adjourned until the
16th December.

Mr. Sleeman called attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung,, and a quorum formed.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I am glad the Min-
ister for Works has resumed his seat in the
House, because what I am going to say may
convert him to voting for the motion.-

The Minister for Works:- You are an op-
timist.

Mr. KENNEALLY: That is part of my
make-up. This House appointed a select
committee to inquire into a proposed amnend-
ment to the Main Roads Act.

The 'Minister for Lands: On a point of
order. The hon. member is constantly in-
fringing Standing Order 148. I do not
mind listening to the debate, but I object
to all this repetition.

Mr. SPEAKER: To what is the Minister
objecting?

The Minister for Lands: This is tedious
repetition.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have not been in the
Chair to bear it. I would ask the member
for East Perth to confine his remarks as
nearly as possible to the motion before the
Chair.

Mr. K2ENEALLY: I was actually refer-
ring to a select committee when the Mfinister
interrupted me. The Minister for Works
was a member of the select committee I have
referred to

The Minister for Works: I was not a
member of the select committee on main
roads.

Mr. KiENNEALLY: Then it had to do
with the Traffic Act. We desired to get
certain information, and aid so. The Com-
mittee was made up of members from both
sides, and yet we arrived at the unanimous
report which was adopted by the House.
The same thing- may occur in this case.
At present, the House is fairly evenly
divided on the point, but as the result of
a full inquiry into the Bill, it may be we will
be able to present a united front concerning
it. That is a worthy object to achieve.
Then there was a select committee appointed
to deal with the group settlement question.

Th Minister for Works: No, there was not.
Mr. SPEAKER: Group settlements are

not under discussion.
Hon.2%M. F. Troy: It is a fair comparison.
M1r, KENNEALLY: Group settlement

was a qu~estion that divided the House,

2821



2822 (ASSEMBLY.]

and an inquiry was held, Select commit- Mr. KENNEALLY! The Attorney Gene-
tees have been appointed into matters cer-
tainly of no great moment, some of far less
moment, than this Bill. Hon. members op-
posite who supported those inquiries are
opposing an inquiry into this measure. What
is the reason for that changed attitude9
I have shown the lackadaisical manner in
which the Bill has been moved about the
Notice Paper. Are all these things mere
coincidence? There have been too many
strange happenings connected with the Bill
for us to believe that they are mere coinci-
dences. The proposed inquiry by select comn-
inittee will enable members to east an in-
telligent vote on the measure. Witnesses
could give evidence regarding the indus-
trial conditions of 'the people employed in
the State trading concerns.

Tbe Premier: We know them.
Mr. KENNEALLY: The Premier knows

that since his Government came into power
the conditions of the workers have deterior-
ated considerably. We do not want the em-
ployees of the State trading concerns to
have their conditions rendered worse. No
Government should be empowered to turn
the employees of the State trading concerns
over to private employers by selling the con-
cerns overnight. The select committee would
be able to report whether it is necessary to
alter the law, and if so in what direction
it should be altered, and in the event of
its being necessary to sell the trading con-
cerns, what safeguards are needed for the
employees who would be hainded over to the
purchasers of the concerns.

The Premier: That is a question for the
Arbitration Court.

The Attorney General: What a horrible
thing that some workers should be placed
under the same conditions as the rest of the
workers in this State!I

Mr. KENNEALLY: Now the Attorney
General is letting the eat out of the bag.

The Attorney General: No; you have done
it. You want to keep these shows going in
order to have a specially privileged tribe of
people to vote for you-specially privileged
over the other workers.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The Attorney Gene-
ral has given us the first real bit of infor-
mation.

The Attorney General: I am giving the
House information as to what actuates you
to-night.

ral has stated one of the reasons actuating
the Government.

The Premier: Have you read "The
Gentle Grafter" -a wonderful book?

Mr. KENNEALLY: No, I have not. I
will have plenty of time for that. That is
one of the phases to be feared. I may enter
into a question such as this.

The Premier: I arn certain that is the
sort of thing you would believe.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I do not want the
Premier to take me away from the point
raised by the Attorney General.

The Attorney General: You would not
like to be irrelevant, would you?

Mr. XENNEALLY: No. I want to
allow the people to know that the first in-
formation we could get from a member of
the Government was that it is a legitimate
course to follow, to permit Government em-
ployees to become employees of private en-
terprises and have to accept altered wages
and conditions.

The Minister for Works: What is wrong
wvith that?

The Attorney General: You want a
special privileged class.

Mr. KENNE ALLY: This is most inter-
esting! Nowv the Minister for Works has
joined the Attorney General, and I suppose
the Premier will add his meed of praise.
Let us analyse the position from that point
of view. The employees of the State Saw-
mills work 44 hours a week.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question of hours
is not dealt with in the Hill. Mr. Kenneally,
I want to say to you that unless you confine
your remarks to the question before the
Chair, I shall not listen to you any further.
I shall ask you to sit down.

Mr. KENNEALLY : I think, Mr.
Speaker-

Mr. SPEAKER: I have warned you and
I intend to carry out my threat.

Point of Order.

Hon. M1. F.* Troy: On a point of order. I
claim that the member for East Perth was
quite in order in referring to the question
of hours worked by the men at the State
Sawmnills. The question of hours could be
investigated by the select committee, which
could inquire into the purposes of the Bill,
which gives the Government powver to sell
the State trading- concerns, of which the
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State Sawmills represent one. The select
committee would have the right to inquire
into the question of hours from the stand-
Point of' the health of the workers and as
to whether, in the interests of those work-
eirs, the mills should be retained under Gov-
ernment control.

The Minister for Works: floes not the
Arbitration Court deal wvith the question of
hours?

Eon. 511. P. Troy: From that standpoint
the remarks of the member for East Perth
were decidedly relevant.

The Premier: What is the point of order?
Eon. MW. F. Troy: That the nmember for

East Perth is speaking to the motion and is
in oraer when hie refers to the 44-hour week
.worked at the sawmills, because that is one
phase that would be considered by the select
committee. I hope, -Mr. Speaker, you wil4
not adhere to the attitude you have indicated
because if you rule the member for East
PerthI out of order, I shall contest your
decision.

Mr. Speaker: The member for East Perth
may Jproceed.

Debate resumed.

Mr. EENNEALLY: If the Bill is agreed
to without a select committee being given
the opportunity to inquire into it, we will
create difficulties in that we may find over-
night that the trading concerns at present
owned by the State may be sold without
Parliament heing consulted at all. That
would he a very serious proposition for a
large number of persons who are at present
employed by the State. The Attorney Gen-
eral pointed out by way of interjection that
it was quite reasonable to allow those at
present employed by the State, should the
concerns be sold, to be employed by private
concerns, whose employees did not enjoy
considerations that obtained in the State
service. If we agree to the Bill, it will make
it possible for a large number of workers
to lose their positions as CGoverunent em-
ployees and force them to go back to pri-
vate employment. The timber companies are
working their employees longer hours than
the State Sawmills require their men to
work.

Point of Order

The Attorney General: On a point of
order. The question under debate is whether
this measure shall he sent to a select comn-

inittec. [ submit, with due respect to you,
Mr. Speaker, that the remarks of the mem-
ber for East Perth should be confined to the
que.4tion whether the measure should go
to a select committee-to nothing else. The
member for East Perth, with some skill, is
debating every conceivable subject that could
possibly be included within the scope of the
principal motion.

Mr. Panton: That is a reflection upon the
Chair.

The Attorney General: It is perfectly
obvious that the principal motion is being
held up at the present time, and the member
for East Perth is extending the scope of
the debate, which is legitimately allowed to
him as far as possible.

Mr. Corboy: You are suggesting that the
Speaker ik not doing- his duty.

The Attorney General: Nothing of the
sort. You, Mr. Speaker, are sitting in the
Chair carririn out your duties as you see
fit, but there is always the possibility of an
honourable member calling your attention to
a breach of the Standing Orders. If the
membe~tr for Yilg-Arn-Coolg ardie is correct in
his contention that the mere calling of your
attention to a breach is a reflection uponL
You, tlhen every time a member gets up to
draw attention to a breach, it would be equal-
ly a reflection.

Mr. Corboy: Certainly not.
The Attorney% General: Of course it

would.
Mr. Panton: You said the member for

East Perth was dragging in every conceiv-
able subject under the sun.

The Attorney General: No, I did not ay
that. I w'as pointing out that the member
for East Perth, in the course of his speech
since I have becen here-I have not been here
the whole time-

)[r. Kenneally: That is so.
The Attorney General: Thank goodness,

I was not; I could not have stood it.
Mr. Panton: On a point of order!
Mr. Speaker: I ran hear only one point

of order at a time.
Mr. Parton: Is the Attorney General in

order in making a speech in putting forward
a point of order?

TM r. Speaker: The hon. member will re-
sume his seat.

Mr. Penton: I am not going to be sat
down like that. I am entitled to an answer
to my question.
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Mr. Speaker: My answer is that I am
asking the Attorney General to explain his
point ot order. For you, I will ask you to
sit if you do not mind, and don't be rude.

Mr. Panton: I amn not rude. I think that
in justice to me and the House you should
withdraw that remark.

Mr. Speaker: The Attorney General has
(lhe floor.

Itr. Panton: Nothing of the sort. You
said tilat I was rude.

Mr. Speaker: Well you said you were
not g-oing to be sat down. The Attorney
Central has the floor.

The Attorney General: I submit that the
only matters which are relevant at present
are matters that are going to demonstrate
that this measure should be sent to a select
committee. I submit the member for East
Perth has discussed every possible matter
which goes to the principal motion, the Bill
itself, and I submit it cannot possibly be
that the same discussion is allowable on a
motion to send the Hill to a select committee
as on a motion for the passing of the Bill.

Bon. 1%. F. Troy: 1 hope we can discuss
this matter calmly and dispassionately, with-
out feeling. I am sure we do not wish to
emharra-s you, Sir, and cause you concern
for giving members an opportunity to dis-
cuss the motion. The motion is that the
Bill be referred to a select committee, and
the Attorney General has asked you to rule
that the only thing we can discuss is whether
or not we send the Bill to a select committee.
That is perfectly ridiculous. It is quite
competent in any hon. member to give rea-
sons for sending the Bill to a select com-
mittee; in fact members could not make up
their minds on the point unless reasons were
given.

The Attorney General: Of coarse. I quite
agree.

Hoit. MC. F. Troy: I suggest that the only
ruling that can be given in this case is that
an bion. member can submit reasons for send-
ing the Bill to a select committee. There
are a thousand and one reasons in members'
minds why the Bill should go to a select
committee; I have a hundred reasons myself.
The only thing that can be ruled under the
Standing Orders is that members can dis-
cuss reasons why the Bill should go to a
select committee, and that so long as their
remarks are relevant to the question they areC
in order.

Air. Speaker: The member for East Perth

was discussing the motion before the Chair,
which is that the Bill be referred to a seleet
commnittee. The Bill itself contains one
clause, giving the Government power to dis-
pose of the State trading concerns without
first consulting parliament. The member
for East Perth for the last hour and a half
has been debating reasons why the Bill should
be referred to a select committee, and he has
traversed a great deal of ground. I have
not been in the Chair during the whole of
the time he has been speaking, but for the
last three-quarters of an hour he has fairly
wvell kept within the four corners of debate

onl tile Bill.
The Attorney General: On the Bill!

Mr. Speaker: But during the last 24 hours
there has been a tremendous amount of re-
petition and reiteration on the part of mem-
bers on that side of the House. They have
repeated themselves dozens of times. No
one can deny the truth of the statement I
am making. If members will read "Han-
sard" they wiUl see I am not incorrect in
saying they have tranigressed the rules of
debate in repeating themselves.

Mr. Carboy: That is an extraordinarily
partisan statement.

Mr. Speaker: I will not withdraw one
word of what 1 have said.

Mr. Panton: The Speaker has not done his
job.

Mr. Speaker: During my occupancy of
the Chair I have endeavoured to give every
member all possible latitude. Knowing, as
I do, that for years past members on the left
of the Chair have had the State trading con-
cerns as one of the principal planks in their
platform, I have allowed as much latitude as
any Speaker occupying this Chair could give.
I ask members now to believe that it is my
desire always to give every member of the
House fair latitude when be is addressing
the Chair. But I do ask members to con-
fine themselves to the question that the Bill
be referred to a select committee, and not
wander all over the place regarding hours-
The question of hours is not in the Bill, and
so I cannot allow it to be discussed. If any
member refers to it again be will have to
dispute my ruling.

Mr. Corboy: An extraordinarily partisan
statement.

Honl. 11. F. Troy: 1 think your remarks,
Sir, most extraordinary.

3Mr. Speaker: They are perfectly true.
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Mr. Carboy: But they should be made
fronu your place down here.

Mr. Speaker: I ask the member for Yil-
garn-Coolgardie if he has anything to say
to stand up, and not say it by way of inter-
jection. I do not like that.

Hon. 31. F. Troy: When you say members
have repeated themselves over and aver
akain, you are making a reflection an your-
self and on the Deputy Speaker; you are
saying the House has been out of order for
three or four hours and that you permitted
it. I hope members will be accorded reason-
able rorisideration, and- I feel sure members
will make their remarks relevant to the ques-
tion. Tile question is a big one, a very wide
one. It embraces opportunities far the Gay-
enumuent to give away for very little two
or three million pounds worth of the people's
mioney. It deals with industries in which
million., of capital have been invested.

MrIt. Speaker: What is your point of
order?

Ileu. Al. F. Troy; That if you May fliem-
Ier., zoe not ill ordler in mentinirig hours.
'There are tliousanu41; ls cployed inl these trad-
ig~ concerns and

'T'i Attoirney General : Bunt what is tine
pint of order?

ion. M. F. Tiny: The point of order is
that tire Spearker has said that if anyv mem-
hier nieriticris bonus again, lie will he ruled
(omt of order. I say

Tine Attorney General: You are not en-
titled to say. You have to take the Speak-
er's ruling.

Hon. AT. F. Tray: Will the bon. member
mind his own business?

The Attorney General: It is my business.
Onl a point of order, Sir, what is the point
of order before the Chair?

Mr. Panton: We can't have two points
of order at the one time.

Mr. Speaker: I ask members to uphold
thle dignity of the Chair, and I remind them
that the Chair can hear only one point at a
time. I want to know what the bon. mem-
her's point of order may be.

Hon. 31. F. Tray: I am not going to be
hrow-beaten by the Attorney General

Mt r. Speaker: I am in charge of the House
and will see that you are not brow-beaten
by anybody.

Hon. M1. F. Tray: I hope you will sup-
press the Attorney General if he interrupts
again. If you! rule-

.%rt. Speaker: Do not take the fence until
yonL colme to it. I have not ruled,

lion. M1. F. Troy: Very well; I do not
wish to embarrass you.

Mr. Speaker: You will not embarrass
1118.

Debate resumted.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I think we can dis-
cuss the subject calmly. I am still hopeful
that thle Government Will be able to give us
the information we desire so that members
may east anl intelligent vote, If they can-
riot give us the information, I hope they
will agree to the appointment of a select
committee so that the information can be
obtained. Tile Attorney General briefly in-
dlicated wbat had actuated the Government
in introducing the Bill, and he said the re-
sult would he that many workers now em-
ployed by the State would be employed by
private eniterprise. Under private enter-
p rise the conditions enjoyed by these work-
ers would be less advantageous, and a select
committee should inquire into that aspect.
We should know whether a large body of
crap loyces, would be detrimentally affected
byv Ieinrg transferred to private employment.
Thle sale of trading concerns would mean
less reVenue under the salaries tax measure.
That increases the seriousness of the posi-
tion f rom. the point of view of the State.
Then we should know the value of the State
Sawmills to the country, for theirs is a
many-sided value. Apart from the profit
derived] from the sawmilla, we should be in-
fanned what the State would probably have
to pay for timber if purchased from private
enterprise. The railways use a large quta-
tity of timber for trucks, depot buildings,
etc., some of it being supplied by the rail-
way sawmills and some of it by the State
Sawmills. What would be the cost to the
Railway Department and to other depart-
ments if their timber requirements had to
be purchased from private companiesl
Other State activities would probably be
detrimentally affected, because an their costs
depends the return they are able to make
to the Treasury. Some members contend
that the State Implement Works are useless;
others maintain that they have been of con-
siderable benefit. Why not ascertain the
true positioni What would be the effect on
the State if 'we parted with the shipping
service? it would be a tremendous respon-
sibility to sell the ships without first eoi4-
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sidering -what the probable effect would be,
Particularly on the northern part of the State.
It may be argued that the State Shipping
Service is being run at a loss. On the other
hand the select committee may show that
such loss is entirely counteracted by the con-
venience that is afforded to the people con-
cerned. If the vessels were disposed of a
great wrong would be done to an import-
ant section of the community. The "Kybra"'
serves the southern ports. Without her the
settlers in that part of the State would have
no means of transport to the metropolitan
area. A select committee would be able to
show what great benefit she is to these peo-
ple, and how seioiusly it would affect their
position if she were disposed of.

MrNf. Wanabrough: If she was removed from
the coast it woul' d be necessary to comnpen-
sate the settlers.

MAr. RENNEALLY: Yes. I am very
munch concerned about these people. The
Government would stand in much better light
in the eyes of the public if this Bill were
passed as a result of approval given to it
by a select committee. If we give a vote
that results in the State ferries being sold,
what will be the position of the residents of
South Perth and suburbs? Prior to the
State taking over that service the facilities
offered to the public who had settled on the
other side of the river were far from good.
Under State administration settlement de-
veloped enormously. The residents of these
areas would scarcely like to wake up one
Morning and find that their service no longer
existed. As one who has been closely asso-
ciated with the struggle for imnproved con-
ditions of labour and shorter houra, 1 feel
extremely anxious regarding the outcome
of the present proposal. The improvements
resulting from the operation of State trad-
ing concerns, which acted as track blazers,
will he lost, I fear, if parliamentary action
places many employees under the conditions
obtaining previously. That the State should
be a model employer is a maxim, and State
employment has enabled the standards of the
workers to be raised. The select commit-
tee, taking cognisane of all these facts, may
be led to the conclusion that although somle
State tnwling concerns have not been pecim-
liarly profitable, yet other features lead to
a conclusion not based entirely on the as-
Peet of direct pecuniary ndvantage, and
that the alterations which would follow upon
the sale of the concerns are not desirable.

Can hen, members opposite visualise a. coas-
tal shipping service manned by black crews'7
Would bon. members opposite -regard such
a position with complacency? I do not sug-
glest that the Government have such an alter-
atlion in view; but I do suggest that the select
committee, after taking evidence, would
point out the seriousness of the consequences
from the side of the State ships without
the approval of Parliament. In view of
the vastriess of the issues involved, the mo-
tion of the mnember for South Premantle
should be carried. T have used my efforts
towards lessening the number of foreigners
employed in Western Australia, could not
the select committee inquire into the ques-
tion of the wages paid to employees of the
State Shipping Service, where that money
is now spent, and how much of the money
paid to black labour replacing white would
be sent out of this country? Only recently
there was much controversy regarding the
number of aliens employed in the quarries%
of this State. Would not the select com-
mittee inquire into the possibilities that
would ensue if purchasers of the Slate quar-
ries substituted foreign labour for Austra-
lian-born? As against any disadvantage oe.
State trading-, there is the advantage that
our quarries now employ Australians. In
the course of my inquiries regarding this
Bill, I have learnt that there is not much
prospect of any State trading concern being
disposed of during the next two months-
or, as an bon. member opposite said, within
the next 12 months. Thus there is ample
time for inquiry. Then why so much hurry
to pass the Bill without adequate informa-
tionT In the hope that such information will
he forthcoming, I support the motion for
the appointment of a select committee.

HON. T. WA.LKER (Kaniowna) [11U.2]L
To me it seemis to he of the greatest imi-
portance to the State that we should get rid
of the Bill for the present by referring it to
a select committee. What -we are doing re-
g"arding the Bill, if we have no further in-
4ILui'V, is really to deerv the very* concerns we
wish to dispose of. iii effect, we are telling
every- one that the concerns we have to sell
are valueless, and we do not want them. We
are readyv to give them away. We are de-
prediating them. In order to get rid of
them, we iganore faets. We must have somne
further information of a really informative
character fromn experts, from tboze who have
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full and complete knowledge, not only of the
various trading concerns, but of their rela-
ti'e value in comparison with similar works
in other parts of the world. We require a
select committee to inform us whether State-
ments, such as those mnade by the Chief Sec-
retary, are correct, when he said it would be
impossible to complete any deal or, indeed,
to carry through a deal at all, With the State
Trading Concerns Act as it stands at pre-
sent. It is really no part of the responsi-
bility of a Government to part with the
assets of the State. It is true that Cab-
inet is supposed to possess more average
wisdom than is to he found among the gen-
eral run of political miortals. But that is
purely supposition. They are not the bigt-
goat dunces selected from Parliament, but
there may he dunces amongst them. That is
quite a possibility. Whether they are the
wisest, or otherwise, it is necessary that they
should have their conduct reviewed by Par-
liament itself. That is no new feature; it
is merely common business methods. The
Chief Secretary is well aware that in the
biggest companies known, irrespective of
the men with expert knowledge who may hr
placed at the head of such concerns, they
are not allowed full freedom to do as they
like with the business affairs of the share-
holders. In all great business proposals
connected with any great company operat-
ing anywhere in the world, the shareholders,
though not as wvise as the managers or their
expert officers at the head of affair;, are
consulted and their approval sought. That
does not represent an interference with busi-
ness; it is quite usual in private life. How
much more so then is it necessary that such
conditions should obtain in public life9 If
the select committee is appointed, there will
be more to be considered than mere working0
hour;, conditions of employees, the profi ts
of the businesses, or the relative chances of
success or failure connected with those con-
cerns. I should like a thorough investig-a-
tion on the point whether this House has a
moral right, whatever it many have in a legal
sense, to fritter away its own responsibili-
ties. The House itself has it responsibilities,
and cannot lightly Say to its Officer;, the
Government, that they can do as they please
with the property of the people. Equally
with this Chamber, the Legislative Council
must take its share of responsibility regard-
ing the property of the people of the State
since Parliament acts as their trustees. I

qjuestion whether we are permitted under the
Constitution written for our guidance, tq
aet as the Government suggest. It is true
tlhnt Ministers of the Crown have certain
limited powers; they can deal with the peo-
ie's, assets at their own risk in eases of

emerg-ency, and seek afterwards confirmation
fr ratification by Parliament. But they can-
iiot ignore Parliameut; they cannot act as
it Parliament had 11o influence over them.
Whatever "mreat wisdom Cabinet Ministers
1may piossess~, arid whatever their experience
many be, they cannot ignore the representa-
tives of tire two Howt-cs of Parliament. It is
the ipeople tliem-telves, throug.h their repre-
sentatives ini Parliament, to whom Ministers
are responsible. It is the people's property
with which a Government deal, and that
property must he safeguarded by i31in-
isters by udertaking their respoasihiti-
ties and acting on behalf of the people.
All that requires investigating. And we ae
told by some of our critics that this sort
of thing( makes it impossible to deal with
the State trading concerns, that nobody
would buy if committees were to be ap-
applointe'd, or inquiries made, or authority
had to be given by Parliament itself. In
the general public, amongst those commoners
of the land, it is the very course that has
to he taken. Shoulld a business company
desire to do certain things, to build a gas
works for inttance, 4efore they can do it
rhuy have to petition Parliament. And after
the petitioningr, the Whole business has to go
to a1 :etevt fomiiiiitcee. Witnesses are called,
the evidence is published, and is aubmitted
to Parliament, and Parliament puts through
tin ordinary Bill with leave to introduce,
With tire first reading, the second reading,
the third reading, and so on. That is in
the ease of private citizens. Does that inter-
fere with the private citizen's business, or
prevent business transactions being carried
out? It takes time, it involves inconvenji-
ence, but the steps are necessary by law.
That is only in the case of private indivi-
duals. 'Where the whole State is concerned
and the whole of the people arc shareholders,
they arc to he ignored and their represents-
tives cast aside. I want to know by a select
committee inquiry if this House has power
to shear itself of its own responsibilities in
that way. It is our duty to cling to these
rights. Every Minister has authority to use
his judgment to the utmost. Sometimes hoe
rutty do it wrongly, but he can be called to
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account. There never has been a Minister
who has exceeded his normal duties in the
interests of the whole of the community but
he has been exonerated and sometimes, as
it were, crowned for exercising those rights.
There is no fear, therefore, that the law as
it now stands would interfere to the extent
of losing a sale. Negotiations can be en-
tered into, every preliminary can be ar-
ranged for transfer, and all that is neces-
sary, if the cause he just, the House will
agree to. To say that that would frustrate
a sale is nonsene. The danger of the Bill
is that it is saying, in effect, "We must get
rid of the stinking fish."1 It is cryig stink-
ing fish to our public assets, anAd it means
the giving away to some private person or
company all that we possess of value. Not
all the trading concerns are on the same
footing. There are some that, possiblly,
might wisely be parted with, othners that are
genuine assets, public utilities, services which
the community could ill-afford to lose. In
the Bill they are lumped together. It is for
a select committee to go over thvm and say,
if any, which should be omitted from the
measure. All that information we are de-
prived of, we are not given a chance to eon-
aider; we have to guess what is intended, and
still give the authority which takes away
representative responsibility, which creates
hbureaucracy, which gives immunity to do
wrong. For wrong being done, if this Act
were passed the Rouse could have no means
of censure, no redress in any sense what-
ever; for it would he by the authority of
both Houses of Parliament that the wrong
had been committed. We want to prevent
that by obtaining expert constitutionsl opin-
ion as to the exact limits we can retire within
as representatives of the people and still
have responsible government in this State.
Mfore than the mere brickworks, more than
the mere shipping, is involved in this. There
are parliamentary institutions, parliament-
ary customs and laws which, put into strict
formulae, are still binding upon all those
great British institutions that are the out-
voice of democracy. They give to democracy,
they give to the people, in short, their rights,
their privileges, their duties. They are only
links in that great organisation. Are we
to cut away those links? We are on the
verge of a lpreeipiee, oil the verge of losing
tie essential character of this Parliament-
ary institution, of sacrificing great prin-
ciples of which our history from the days

of the fights against kings to the conquer-
ing glories of the 20th century contain in-
numerable chapters. I have a sense of duty
in delivering this speech. We must pro-
tect ourselves, this House and the people
this House represents, and not give away
what the Government have no right to give
away even if it were worth only half a
crown, what never was theirs, what is held
in trust for this Chamber and through this
Chamber for the pcople. The people's
rights cannot be ignored. However ignor-
ant the people may be, however incompe-
tent this House may be and however wise,
expert and businesslike members of the Gov-
ernment may be, we cannot change those
great principles and sacrifice them easily, as
would be done under the Bill. Let us have
a select committee that we may view the
proposal from every angle and come to a
decision worthy of a deliberative body,
worthy of men who abide by the lessons of
facts, and not of men who for political
glory or political subservience as the case
may be, sacrifice principle and, -with the
principle, the people.

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) [12.31: 1
support the motion. The Ooverunient axre
treating us like children. When the Pre-
mier was speaking- yesterday T asked him,
by way of interjection why he sonehit to
take away the authority of Palrliament. in
tfii- matter. He gave the Hous;e no informa-
tion. He simply said that he did not think
we should carry on trading- eonccniw and
that we could not afford thiem. I have
heard talk, of the likelihood of anlother sei-
sion in February. If that is so, what is the
need for hurry?

The 'Minister for Lands: Someone, has
been telling stories.

Mr. Sleeman: The Premier made the
statement in tile House.

M.%iss, HOT1AN:,T- Why the hurry for this
Bill? But it was the same when the Gov-
ernment brought down a similar Proposition
in previous years. In 1923 th* question
was brought before the Assembly onl the
13th December, the day Parlianient con-
cluded the session. Practiesily the same
thing has. been done on this occasion. In
1923 supporters of the Government were
very wroth at the Bill being introduced so
late. A select comnnittee shiot'I be ap
pointed to find out why the Bill has been
rushed, why the Government are in such
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a hurry, and exactly what the concernis are
worth to the State. A select committee
could set a price upon them so that the
Go;'ernnlent would not lbe able to give them
away, as has been dlone with Go; erment
concerns in the past. I was astonished last
night to hear Government supporters, one
of them a Minister, blame this side of the
House for the delay. Ministers smile. What
would they expect us to do wvhen they kn~ow
we stand for State tradinz concerns, ;vheaj
they knowv the Labour Government did
thteir best to serve the people by kcep~in,-
the concerns goingO Did they expect uts
to sit silent-as members oppoqite are doinr
-without voicing at protest? The member
for PingzellY accused uts of hypocrisy and of
shedding crocodile tenrs. H1e said that sonme

orour electors would be affected and that
we were trying to curry' favour with them.

Afr. Brown: So y-ou are.
Miss HOLMAN: The lion. miember has

not it plank in his platform for which lie
could honestly fv ight, and he cannot under-
sta nd us fighting for ours. The maember for
Thugelly was thle findt onl thle Ministeriall
ride to speak oni thle Bill, hlat lie (lid not
give its any information.

.)Ji. AeCallum: He was canled for it, too.
Hon. P. Collier: They pitt up the fool.
IViss HOLMAN: He kept his lparty in-

structions insofar as to refrain front giving
a word of information why lie supported
the Bill or whyv the Governmnt wanted this
!eeislation.

Mr. B~rowvn: Did not I tell You how unitIlt
tine S4tate was losing by themn?

Miss HOUNMAN: The lion. iueniber does
not knowv whether the State is losing by
them.

Mr. Browni: Of course f do and so does
everybody else.

Mliss HOLMIAN: Thle lion. incuiber does
not knowv, and hie contradicted a later
s1,etier who was, givinz sonlc figures.

lioln. W. fl. Johnlvonl He ought to qunote
his figures to juslif 'v the statement.

Honl. P. Collier: What does lie know
about figulres?

31 iss IIOL)N : A select committee is
an abolu' it iecsit 'A. Miniisters should ap

pr befn it to -,ive their reasons for
wishing to sell the trading concerns.

lNon. AV. D. Johnson: We want to get
tile igualrs from thle memiber for PingellY.

migs HOLMAN : if lie 9ppeared. lIt!
would not be able to abuse the seleet corn-

inittee as he abused members of the Oppo-
sition. 'The Premier told us that his Mlinis-
lt'rs dlid not know anything about trading
concerns, and that they were not equipped
to administer them. Is that the reason for
wishing to sell them? Would lie give that
as the re asoni to a select coimmittee! lIe
is correct in saying that we are concerned
about our electors wvho are affected. MfenL-
hers opposite have electors who are also
affected, but they remain quiet onl the sub-
ject. The member for Carnarvon has not

said a word except tha t lie relies onltie
promnise of the Premier. 'No Premnier cou1ld
give Such a promise if this Bill became law.
''The member for Nelson knows of other
promises made to him by this Government
that have not been kept. \\h[enl a measure
like this came before the House in 1923
the Premier wits Minister tor Land, and
Rlepatriatioii. Thle 'Minister for Railways
was also Minister for Police, Industries anid
Forests. I would like to quote froin the
remiarks of the nmemiber for Nelsen (Mr.
.1. H Swith) at that time. The member for
CIlaremonnt of that day (Mr. Thomson) had
ioked that tle whole quiestiomi be left to the

decision of the next Parliamient. Thme meca-
her for N~elson said-

I applaud the brood national outlook of the
lion. inieiber ;vho moved the a ut inent. Of
course an subject of this imtportanmtce lad to he
left to be dealt w itli at the Cincilig h ours Of
tile session! Time silmie thing happeiel last
sessiont withn this iliffere nce, that on thne
present occasion it lots been left to a private

inn-umber to i ntroduce tine Bill. Tme Govern-
neait apparentfly favou r the Bill but are not
lirelared to tanke thle responisi bility of movinrg
it front their own side. .I say that advisedly.
We have two or- three renegades who oil-
deavour to emibarrass the G~overnmnent orn
every occasion. Fven w'len the member for
Leedlerville (Capt. Carter) was speaking, hie
was prompted to use certain, words by those
two or three gentlemen. 1. hav'e religiously
voted against thme adjourninents oil this ques*
tion. I wamnt to find out exactly how mniern*
hers stand and whether they mire prepared to
takhe the rcsponsibilit.

'Mr. J. H. Smith: The Governmnnit have
b~rought this Bill down; not a p'rivante in-
dividual.

_1iss HOLNI1AN : ']he la. membehnr now
suggests that because file Government halve
brought dlowni this dastard!y Hill. hie ,illI
.support it.

.Nhr Brown : He lles gained iii wisdlon.
Mr. J. H. Sinjitli We aire gZoinX to put

it throug-h to-night. We will at adjourn
i' any longer.,
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Miss HOLMNAN: Our platform does Rot
elhange from year to year. We have the
right to our say oil this matter. The lion.
mnember cannot tell us when to close ou-r
mouths.
. MAr. J. H. Smith: You have to do whvat
you are told.

M1r. Panton: And of course you have not.
Miss HOIJIAN: The interjection is not

worth answering.
'Mr. 31. HI. Smith: Tt is unanswerable.
Miss HOLMNN: The member for Ned-

sokm went Onl to say-

I1 wanted the Government to introduce a
HRill off their own bat. Apparently they sue
afraid to do so, wishing to place the blaine on
the shoulders of supporters or others so that
they will be in a position to say, "We did not
,say the whole of the tradling concerns were
a failure. The mnember for Raitanning, or
siomeone else, said so.''. do not see whby
Parliament cannot be trusted.

Hon. P. Collier: The lion. member ought
to be silent now.

Mliss HOLMAN: He should come before
the select committee to show why Parliament
vannot be trusted. He is afraid to trust his
own side. Possibly lie already has anl idea
that one of these concerns is to be sold, and
is keeping quiet. I will continue his re-
in arks-

The next Government wvill have to take
over the reslionsibility for all the group
settlements. IT these lhngo trading concerns
are closed rp-

Mr. Speaker: The bon. member mnust Coni-
line himiself to the amendment.

Mr. J1. H. Smith: I support thme anemuinent,
and shall hare somepthing mnore to say later
On.

Mr. J. H. Smith: It is a good thing I
said something then, otherwise you would1

have bean stuck for words this evening.
Mfiss HOLAN: I do not know that the

lion, member ever heard of a woman being
stuck for words.

Mr. 3. H. Smnith: That is true.
Hon. P. cornier: Get nder your chair.
Miss HOLMAN: Why hare the Govern-

ment brought down this Bill so late, and
why are they trying to rush it through 1 We
have had to put up with inisinuations and
insults, and statements that we are keeping
members here. All that we get from the
Premier is that the Government Avant to be
in a position to sell these concerns. Some
members opposite interjected that they were
pot going to be sold, that thle Premier only

wanted the Bill put onl the statute-hook to
g ive him iceirtaini powers, whiich lie was not
going to use. The Premier himself said last
night lie would proceed to advertise these
concerns when they were for sale. When the
tizvernament camne in, they promised to give
everybody opportunity to work. We have
only to consider the position of the State
Sairmills. They are working at full speed;
all thle mills are fully staffed. Of the pri-
vately-owned mills, is there one on full tune?
I hiave been told that Barton's mill is work-
ing full time; but apart from that smnall
mill, is there one privately-owned mill em-
ploying a full staff and working full time?
The State ifils to-day emnploy between 00
and 700 men.

Mr. J. B. Smith: That is not the full
quota.

Miss HOLIMAN: Yes, it is. All the State
iills are wvorking. To-day I received a
letter from a mother at one of the mills not
owned by the State, asking ine to see
whether I could get sonc Christmas toys for
thle children. The mother wrote that thle
mill had iiot been working for a month, and
that for six months previously it timd been
working three days a week.

Mr. 3. Hl. Smith: Recently 40 iuen were
put off. at Pemberton.

Miss IIOLAN: Between 700 and 800
men are being kept at work by the Penn-
berton State mill. That mill is fullyv staffed,
and is working at full speed.

Mir. J. R. Smith: It is not.
Miss HOLMAN: My word is as good as

thme bon. mnember's, and I say it is so.
'Mr. 3. H.L Smith: The hom, member has

been away.
-Miss HOLMAN: But the hon. member

has comne back. The only reason we can get
out of the Government in justification of
the Bill is that the State should not interfere
in trade, should not compete with private
enterprise. Hon. members opposite do not
inind so munch if the State is in a losing pro-
position, but the idea oft the State making
nmoney for the people, miaking profits to be
di-itributed in 'Western Australia, taking
money from private enterprise, is something
that hon. members opposite cannot bear.

Hon. P. Cotlier: That is the trouble.
Mliss HOLAXL: Any profits available

they want private enterp rise to receive. The
niember for Pingelly (MNr. Brown) said wve
omi this side had to do what our masters told
us. If anybody has to do what private en-
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terprise directs, it is lion, members opposite.
Talk about caucus! Hon. members oppo-
site are ruled by caucus, and admirably have
they kept the secret why the present Bill is
liesired. Talk about "'omen being able to
keep secrets! I never heard of any women
keeping secret,, like hon. members opposite
dFo. This Bill was finisbed with in the Coun-
cil on the 7th October, and was introduced
here on the 9th October. I thought all this
trouble would be over before I got back, but
T returned to find that the second rading
of the Bill had been moved in this Chamber
on the 19th November. The second-reading
debate was continued here on the 16th De-
cember, in what would ordinarily be the last
week of the session. I feel that a select
conunittee would be the best means to dis-
eo'-er the information that is hidden. We
have wonderful trading concerns in this
State. Why in these times, when there is
supposed to be a terrible depression, rush
the Bill through? Do the Government wvant
to sell the concerns at the decreased values?
-Do they want to sell them before Christ-
nuts with a view to giving someone a Christ-
nmas box? Do they want to be in a position
to say that because of the depression they
could not get adequate prices for the trad-
in.g concerns? What is behind this simple
little Bill?* What is to prevent Parliament
from approving the sales? Do not hon.
members opposite trust their own side?
They have the majority. There is nothing
to prevent them from endorsing anything
they do. The people mnay question such
actions; but if the State trading concerns
are disposed of before Christmas, or before
the next session of Parliament, the people
will have months in whbich to forget the ac-
tion, though of course they may have their
memories sharpened. The Government are
afraid of the people. They must want to
sell the State trading concerns immediately,
or they would not want the Bill passed now.
They must have kept back the Bill -on the
Notice Paper so that possibly members on
this side would not question the action of
the Government. Purposely and deliber-
ately, this Bill has been kept back. In order
to tell the Government how much we object
to their action, we have to remain here all
day, and all night, with one hour for tea and
onte hour for breakfast. 1 am deeply in-
terested in the State Sawmills, which em-
ploy many of my electors. They have a

good employer, work uinder good conditions,
and live in good houses; and I do not want
themn to he thrown out of work like the em-
ployees of the privately-owned mills have
been. I do not want them used as pawnis
in any move of private enterprise. I do not
want the State Sawmills closed down so that
private enterprise may raise timber prices
and house rents.

Hon. W. D. Johnsn' They could give
evidence to prove the danger from that
standpoint.

Miss HOLMAN: Of course. I am proud
that the employees of the State Sawmills are
my supporters, and I am proud to raise my
voic~e on their behalf.

Mr. Brown: I said they would he your
supporters whether employed by the Gov-
ernment. or by private enterprise.

31r'. Coverley: They are just as good as
the cockies in the country that support you.

Miss HOLIIEN: The equipment of the
State Sawmills is excellent. The aeeom-
modation, both at bush landings and at the
mills is good. Perhaps private enterprise
is jealous of the State mills efficiency. They
would he glad to have those mills closed up,
so that they could have their own way.

Mr. Coverley: They don't like such fine
examples.

Mliss HOLMAN: That is the point. They
want to have things all their own 'way, as
they had at the beginning of this century,
when the men employed by M1illars could
not raise their own voices at meetings with-
out one of the compan ' s men listening to
what was said, so that stops could] be taken
to forestall miy action the men Fonglt to
take.

Hon. P. Collier: Pigstyc conditions!
Miss HOLMfAN: Yes. During the war,

pigs and fowls were allowed to run through
some of the houses and people had to live
in them afterwards. The member for Pin-
2gily (Mr. Brown) wvas not fair to members
on this side of the House when he spoke as
lie did some hours ago.

Hon. P. Collier: He does not know hew
to be fair!

Mliss HOLMIAN: His party has no plank
in its lplatfonn, except what was borrowed
from the Labour Party. I am sorry his re-
marks were allowed to pass,

Hon. P. Collier: He does not understand
anythIing; he is just a simple old fool.

Mr. Brown: 1 do not look foolish.
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Hon. P. Collier: You look foolish and you
are foolish.

Miss HOLMAN: it has been said that no
orders have been received by the mills, which
cannot be kept going. Because of that, it
has been suggested that no one would want
to buy the mills. But what are the facts?
Look at this evening's paper and see what
has happened. In a special a.able to the
"Daily News," there appears in this even-
ing's paper an interesting report under the
headings 'Sleepers for Ceylon, "Order from
Australia," "Local Resentment." The cable,
under date the 1.6th December, reads- -

The question is being asked in the Legis-
lative Council whether the Ceylon Govern-
ment's recent order for 6,000 loads of rail-
way sleepers fromn a State mill in Australia
is intended to relieve unemployment there,
and why local tenders wecre not called for
while 7,000 satin logs arc allowed to rot
along Ceylonks east coast railway.

Mr. J. H. Smith: On a point qf order.
Hon. P. Collier: What a miserable fel-

low you are!
Mr. 3. Hf. Smith: On a point of order,

-Mr. Speaker. What has all this to do with
the select committee?

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no point of
order in that.

Hon. P. Collier: Of course not!
Miss HOL-MAN; If a select commitee were

appointed, it could make inquiries into that
phase of the State's operations. As the
cable indicates, the trade here is good, and
between 600 and 700 men are employed in
the State Sawmills.

Hon. W. D. Johnson; A select committee
could inquire into that contract and ascer-
tain whether the State Sawmila coul
fulfil it.

Miss HOT3IANQ: Yqs. and could show that
the Government could carry on just as well
as private enterprise. The select commit-
tee could inquire as to the unholy rush to
sell the sawmills.

Mr. McCallum: They could demonstrate
that it was only the existence of the State
Sawmills that enabled thnt order to come
to Australia.

MViss HOLMAN: The Government receive
a special discount from the State Sawmills.
Do the Government desire to pay full prices
to private mills, as in former vears? We
know that one member of the Legislative
Council is interested in the timber industry.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, there are personal
interests involved in the question.

Miss HOLMIAN: A select committee might
get the Premier to say why he wants to sell
the trading concerns. It is a plank in his
political platform, but that is not a good
enough reason for me. Why are the Govern-
ment in such a hurry? Twice before a
similar Bill has been before Parliament.
Why were those Bills not agreed to? Why
have the Government kept the Bill back uni-
til this period of the session, and frittered
away the time with Bills of less import-
ance? Why are we practically blackmailed
at this stage of the session and expected to
hold our tongues and let the legislation go
through? 1 have not much hope that the
House will accept our point of view. Mem-
bers opposite have had their party meet-
ings; they have held their tongues, with the
exception of one or two who have used many
words but told us nothing. The Premier
simply said he wanted to sell the trading
concerns; lie wanted the money; Ministers
were not capable of carrying on the work.
The select committee should go into those
phases, and ascertain who it is proposed
shall take over the concerns as Christmas
presents from the people of the State.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [12.40]1: I
do not think the member for South Fre-
mantle went far enough when he suggested
that the Bill should be referred to a select
committee. It would have been better if
the member for South Fremnantle, instead
of moving for a select committee had moved
for an honorary Royal Commission to in-
quite into this question. We are told the
House is going to adjourn until February.
Whether it be a prorogation or an adjourn-
nent, the honorary Royall Coziunission could
have sat during- the recess and reportedI
when the session is resumued 'There is no
need to rush this busqiness through. We
are paid to come here and attend to tile
business of the country.

Mr. Kennealy~ callk] attention to the
state df the House.

Bells ruing, and a 'luoom foried.

Mr. SLjEEMAN\: Members oppor ite want
to ntwh through the hiiss of the coun-
try as oquickl 'y as possible. TIhere is no
reason for sitting these longr bouts. The
business could be put thr,weit dorig nor-
cnal hours of sitting, merely by ,atixttiioz
a few daysq longer. But wre are sacrificing
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everything, even the State tr-ading concerns,
to expediency.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You are taking advan-
tage of your pnivileges. What you are
sa~ing is not worth listening to.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Then the hon. member
had better leave the Chamuber. I amnifot
prepared to take interjections of that nature
fron, him.

Nfr. SPEAKER: There is nothing about
tihat in the Bill,

Mr. SLEEMAN: Sitting until these hoturs
i n the morning is not good for anybody.

Mr. J. II. Smith:- You arc free to go
home.

'Mr. SLEE-MAN: W~e are not free to go
homne, because the brutal majority of the
G4overnment are keeping us here. All mem-
bers on this side believe it is best for the
State that these trading concerns should be
retained.

The Premier- We hiave lost RUl eoioruioiis

ruin of money on them.
M r. SLEEMIAN: And on group settle-

onin. Yet you are not closing down group
settlement. We were told that if the ipre-
sent Grovernment were returned, all would
be well with the country.

3lr. J. If. Smith: So it is. They are
gradually putting- thiiup right. Over £12,000
has been lost on the State Implement Works.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chiair.}

Mr. SLEEM,%AN: Well, it is well lost,
Iecaiise if it were not for the works keeping
men employed, there would be 200 molre
in the army of .Tohn Scaddan at Bilaekboy.
iF the iinplenimnt works were patronised
as they should be, they would be employing
1,000 men instead of 200 men. The Pvcl-
inier has said those works should be dis-
posed of with all the other trading- eon-
eerns. Mlemiler-; on this side think they
s-hould be retained. The House is van
evelly divided on this question. In most
ot the divisions there havec been 24 on one
side and 22 onl the other. But amongst the
24 is one man who a few yeas ago -was not
opposedI to Sta9te trading concerns, while
another ai Few years ago was responsible
for putting into the Act the proviso that
none of thn, State tradin!4 concerns should
he disposed of save with the approval of
Parliament. Thus wve have the '24 yeduced"
to 22 who have consistently opposed the
State trading concerns, the other two beingm
twisters.

Mr. J, I-1. Smith: What a wonderful
stretch of the imnaginationl

Mr. SLEEMA.N: I say that in nearly
every division we have had on this subject
there have been 22 opposed to the sale of
the State trading concerns, and 24 in fav-
our of rthat sale. There is not much
imagination about that; it is a matter
of record. So the House is fairly
evenly divided on this question. The
Premier has told us he is an ardent
opponent of the State trading concerns.
The Premier said that trading concerns wvere
losing money. Some of them are, but that
does not warrant their being sold. We are
losing money on group settlement, but no
oneC suggests that it should be abandoned.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You would not describe
group settlement as a trading concern.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The point is we are los.-
ing money on group settlement.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: We are not
discussing group settlement.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am merely drawing
a comparison. The railways are showing a
substantial loss but no memiber advocates the
sale of the railways on that account. In
other parts of the world railways are run
by private enterprise. Many members op-
posite would have the Government purchase
the Midland Railway and thus add to the
State-owned railways. If the railways are
a public utility, so are the ships. Equally
it may be claimed that the State hotels are
a public utility because they provide service
for the public. It would be wise to hold
an1 inquiry. If a small road has to be
closed, neither thle local authority nor the
Grovernmnent has power to close it;, a Bill has
to be passed by Parliament. Yet the Gov-
ermnent ask for poxwer to sell millions of
pouinds' worth of public property without
consulting Parliament. The decision would
rest with perhaps three or four Ministers,
and it would be easy for a mistake to be
made through a Minister signing a file with-
out readinlg the contents. That has hap-
pened before. Consequently we may wake
up one morning to find thaqt a trading con-
cern has been sold for a mere song, solely
through a mistake. Ali inquiry should be
made as early as possible. We want quite

alot of information. What would happen
to the settlers in the North-West if the
State ships were sold? Would the purchasers
of the boats continue to run them into the
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small ports for the convenience of the peo-
ple thereI Would the purchasers of the
boats continue tin' existing concessions to the
residcnts of the -North, particularly to mar-
riedl women to enable them to come south
each year? Would the settlers on the south-
east coast have their super carried for 10s.
per ton, as is done by the State ship
"Kybra"?

Mr. Panton called attention to the state
of the House.

Bill rung-, and a quorum formed.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Would the settlers in'
the south-east have their wheat carried to
Fremantle for 12s. per ton? If the "Kybra"
were sold, there would be no boat to call
at quite a lot of the small ports in the
south-eastern part of the State. Eveit where
boats did call, they would not carry the
super and wheat at the present favourable
rates, because privately owned boats would
be run to make .profits for their shareholders.
When I mentioned previously what the
"Kybra" was doing for the settlers, the
Minister for Railways interjected that the
settlers could not remain there without the
assistance of the "Kybra". Yet lie is sup-
porting this Bill which would permit of the
State ships being sold. By doimig so hie prac-
tically says to the settlers, "We are selling
the boats, and you will no longer have the
shipping faeilitkcs that have been provided.
We do not want you to remain there."
Will the 200 or 300 men who are flow em-
ployed on the State ships be thrown out oC
work, and will they be replaced 1) b ]lack
crews? The people who p)urchased the
State ships w-ill undoubtedly' engage co[-
oured labour in place of the present crews.
About £C75,000 a year is paid in wag-es to
our shipping employees, and than inoney-
is circulating in the State and doing
good service. We know w'lit would happen
if the work went to coloured people. In
addition, about £20,000 a year is paid out
for the provisioning of the ships with food
that is grown by our own people. The
purchasers of these ships would alter all
that. The whole thing is very serious to
contemplate. What would happen if the
State Implement Work% were sold'9 Hun-
dreds of farmers would he dlestrimientally
affetA in that they would not be able to
get the spare parts they required for their
machiner. A considerable amount of en-
gineering is done at the works for Govern-

incnt departments and outside people. All
that work would go to private 'Inns and
the Government would be fleeced. Certain
classes of work are done by the State under-
taking which are not done elsewhere in the
State, except at the -,lidland Junction work-
shops. For this and many other reasons
the sale of the State Implement Works
would be a serious losi t', West-
ern Australia, apart from approxi-
mnately 3010 men being throwni 4ut of
work. The member for North-East Fro-
mantle said lie wvould not be a party to
selling them unless the employees were re-
lained in their positions. It is customary
to train a number of boys at the wrks eachi
year. What will become of our la~ds in the
future? Will they be apprenticed to some
firm where they will gain only a. knowledge
of assembling, and never have a chance of
decvelop)ing their trade as; they now have at
the State Implement Works? We must be
able to turn out a percentage of tradesmen
every year, bitt I am afraid the number of
journeymecn would diminish greatly if the
State undertaking were disposed of. If the
brickworks were sold, the price of bricks
would go up. It is no secret that. on many
oeasionq private people have tried to in-
duce the Government to put up the price
of. this commodity. If the State went out,
of the business the indlustry would1 soon
ret into the hands of a monopoly. There
are a thousand and one things that the
select committee would bare to con-
sider, and there would he sera
weeks' work for its members. They must
also inquire concerning the Wyndham Meat
Works. People who have gone out to settle
those remote, hot districts are interested in
lie works. What is to be the result of

their years, of endeavour to raise stock
there? If the works are sold, will those
people he able to earry on their industry.
or will they be forced to Join the present
great armyv of umnmployedl? Again, at the
worst time of the year, the winter, those
works take a large number of men off the
labour market here, to put in a few rioith
At W-vndhrnm and thus be carried over. Are
thoge men in future to hie unemnploved. em-
are they to be allowed to do valuable work
for the eountiw in the winter months, when
many neonle in the metropolitan area will
be looking for food and shelter? That is a
highly imnortant asnect of the matter.
Probanbly the work of the select committee
will occupy them from now until Febrt-
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ary, when it is understood, there is to be
another nuecting of Parliament. n fairnless;
to the taXpayers. and inl fairness to the tkIll

lPloyees of the State trading concerns, stepsi
should he taken to safeguard the situation.
It would be a terrible calamity for Western
Australia if the Bill were ailo-wed to go
through and five or six persons were author-
ised to decide whether the State trading
concerns should be sold or shoulId be retained.
I. hope that even at this late stage an amend-
mnent may he moved asking for the appoint-
ment of an honorary Royal Comnmission.
The importance of the subject warrants
evenj the appointment of a Royal Commnis-
sion. Apart from that aspect, I shall be
glad to vote for the appointment of a select
committee.

RON. MI. F_ TROY (Mt. Magnet)
[1.14]: 1 fail to understand tine Govern-
mont's objection to the appointment of a
select committee to inquire into a measure
whieh proposes to sell mnore than £2,000,000
worth of the people's property. In ray
opinion, a select committee to inquire into
such a Bill is a wise and necessary precau-
tion. In the Press and in financial and
Country Party circles there has been an in-
tense propaganda for the purpose of dispos-
ig- of the State trading concerns. It has
been going on for some years.

Mr. Kenneally called attention to the state
oC the House.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.

Hon. '11. F. T.ROY: What happened in
thle Federal sphere is happening in Western
Australia. There was a careful propaganda
-and J have a shrewd suspicion that there
w~as money behind it-to create an unpopu-
lar attitude towards the Commonwealth
steam,;hips. Many Australians have a feel-
ing that the Commonwealth steamship line
was set aside by certatin iuterests, and that
there wai mnoney' behind the agitation. The
same thing happened in regard to the Gee-
long woollen nulls. Having got the atmos-
phere, the Federal Government sold those
enterprises at heavy loss to the Australian
people. They ,acrificed wvithout ila)n!r-
gard to the peoples interc;ts tos two
propositions, inl which millions of the peo-

1)les money were involved. Similarly, a
propaganda has been going oil for a long
time in this State; and the Government have
been forced by their supporters outside to

bring in this legislation. It is unreasonable
to think that the Government would sell
these concerns unless there was some sinister
iafluenee behind the agitation. Therefore
the attitude we take in this House is that
there is need to appoint a select committee,
so that all the parties may be got together
and we may know what is behind the move-
ment. Parliament should be fully advised,
and the whole position should he reviewed.
Furthermore, parties i n. Iis House are cven ly
divided. The Government have only a small
majority. They did not secure election onl
any policy to sell the State trading con-
cerns. In fact, the Premier never mentioned
that subject in his policy speech at N~ortham.
The Government were elected on an entirely
different policy. Therefore the Government
have no warrant whatever for briL.ging for-
wardi this Bill. The community are entitled
to know, and ought to know, the Govern-
mients' intentions. They ought also to know
whither in the interests of thle State these
concerns should be carried on as they are
now carried on, or should be sold. I ask
the Chief Secretary to remember the plea he
made in this House a few nights ago for a
non-party Gjovernment. The hon. gentle-
mail said there was no possibility of the
State pulling through its dillculties unless;
ail parties came together and formed a non-
petty Government. That wlas the invita-
tion. It was represented in the Press as
anl utterly unselfish attitude. And not only
t±te Chief Secretary, hut the Minister for
Lands and the Attorney General pledged
themselves in the Press and in this Chamber
ais being willing evea to sacrifice themselves
so that this house might agree upon a comn-
mion policy I or the country.

The Minister for Lands: That is right.
Hon. 'M. E. TROY: And now, a few nights

later, these very samne gentleen refuse to
agree that mnembers. onl this side of the Cham-
her, represientig half the Assembly, shall
have any voice at all inl regard to the selling
of prop;erty in which the people have in-
vested millions- of pounds.

Thle Minister for Lands: They may have
their say.

l. -M. F. TROY: This; is tile test!I We
find that those M1inisiters still hang to their
old party attitude. There was; no sincerity
ahout their statements. They will still re-
present the interests they were sent here to
look after. We are not even allowed to hare
a selertt committee-on which the Govern-
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ment, by virtue of their greater numbers,
would have a majority-to decide these
issues. Could anything be more reasonable
than our request for anl inquiry of that de-

scription? A report from such a committee,
which would be fairly representative of the
House, would demand respect. Many
people are vitally concerned regarding the
future of the State activities. Consider the
position of the State Shipping Service:
surely the people should he consulted, be-
fore any attempt was made to sell the ves-
sels. The people of the North-West are
vitally concerned. The select committee
could travel north, call at the different ports,
and secure the opinion of the majority of
the people living in that part of thle State.
They could ascertain what we cannot get
from Ministers. Theyv could investigate
the quality of the service rendered by the
State ships. We have been told that sonic
of the vessels are not suitable for the coast.
The committee could inquire into that mat-
ter and, for the first time within my know-
ledge, could give as information that has
been withheld by successive Governments.
The whole position could bie sized up rea-
sonably and impartially. Thle interests of
the North-West are largely wrapped up in
the State Shlipping Service, and the North

ia portion of the State that presents thle
greatest op~portunities for settlement and
developpet inl the future. The members
repJresenting the northern constituencies at-
tach the greatest possible importance to the
shipping service, and( the member for Gas-
coyne (31r. Angelo) has gone so farl as to
say that he has the assurance of the Premier
that the service will be maintained. What
is that assurance wvorth? Without reflecting
upon the Premier, I ust say that in v*iew
of the promises made by hiam at tile last
election, I would not acceplt anl assurance
from him on anything! Nothing should ho
done to interfere with the service along the
north-west coast, or to remove the facilities
the people there now enjoy and tile means
of communication available to them. If a
select committee reported that thle people
could receive better service tinder other con-
ditions, then we would be dumb. The soath'
coast is also served by State vessels. Until
that was done, the country languished and
the Esperanve district was almost defunct.
Nearly £1I,000,00 of Government money is
imk in the Esperance district, in the rail-

way and in the settlemient of peoleC on the

land. Those people have no marine service
except that supplied by the State ships. The
people at Raveasthorpe are in much the
saine position. The whole community de-
pends upon the service, and we should not
remove the only facilities they enjoy.

Tile Minister for Lands: If the ships
were disposed of, that would be the end of
thle Government's securities there.

Hon. At. F. TROY: What is the point of
lint interjection?

'Pile Minister for Lands: If our securities
were to be lost because the State vessels
were to be sold, then the ships would remnain
onl the coast.

ion. Itd. F. TROY: But Governments
have acted unwisely before! What about
thle Lake Clifton-Waroona railway'!

TJ'le Minister for Lands: There is no
anlogy between the two.

Hon. If. F. TROY: What about thme Car-
narvon iacat works? A security abandoned!
I presumle the Governmnmt would probably
make some arrangement with a private
-onimany to provide a service that would be
described as acceptable, hut which wvould not
render prioper service at all. There are tb-
lpeopie at llaveusthiorpe struggling to carry
ox', and those other people at Esperane,
where millions of money are involved ad
no progress is being made. They wyill not
be consulted about this legislation. It would
hbe only a wvise thing, a proper thing and
anl honourable thing to consult tile )Cpeopl
down there. Then there is the Wyndham
Ment Works. While we have it from the
member for Gascoyne that the Governmen
do miot contemplate the sale of the State
steamners, we have no such assurance in re-
spect of the Wyndham Meat -Works. The
effect of the sale of those works would be
the death blow to the interests of all the
squatters in Kimberley. Except during the
winter season, they have no faa~lities what.
ever for miarketing-. save through the W~ynd-
hiam Meat Works. During the winter, it is
true, sone cattle are sea~t down to a limited
imniwt in Perth.

Mr. Munsie: But thle squatters of East
lKimbermley cannot send any down here even
then.

Hon. Al. F. TROY: The salte of the meat
works wouldl be the death blow to the pas.
tora!ist., inl Kimuberley. In those cireum-
6tatlevs, is: not reasonable to say the pas-
toralist should be consulted b~efore sueh ac-
tion was taken M %ost certainly qm seli~fl 'ml-
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mittee should inquire into the position of
the Wyndham i!Ueat Works. Moreover, such
a comimittee maight discover some means of
running the works more economically. There
ttas never been any inquiry into the meat-
works.

The Minister for Lands: I remember one.
Ron. M. F. TROY: We down here have

no means of being acquainted with the con-
ditions up North. Another thing involved
in the closing down of the Wyndham Meat
Works is that the squatter would leave the
country. It astonishes mne to think a body
of responsible men sent here to deal with
legislation should have no regard whatever
for the interests of a great number of the
pioneers of the country.

Mr. lienneally called attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.

Hon. "K. P. TROY: ' am surprised
to find how little reg~rdth Goen
meat have for the interests of people
who are living under the worst pos-
sible conditions and putting up a
valiant fight to carry on. The Govern-
ment without the slightest regard for the
interests of those people, declare that they
must have power to sell the meat works with-
out . Parliamentary approval. Before any
such action is taken, the pastoralists ought
to be consuilted, and Parliament ought to
be advised by a select committee. If those
works were sold, what would happen to the
State? It would lose a fair proportion of
its population and a great deal in land rents.
It would be the death blow to the North-
West. Without the meat works and the
State steanmers the North-West will become
a no man's land within five years, and then
we shall have the other nations saying,
"The people of Western Australia have no
interest in the North and should not be al-
lowed to hold that country." Then there are
the interests of the workers to be conserved.
The Wyndham Mecat Works provide employ-
ment for a large number of men. Because
of all those wvorkers being there, there are
at Wyndham numbers of traders and busi-
ness people wvho have invested their money
in the town. If the meat works were to be
closed, the workers would be out of em-
ployinent and the business men who have
invested their capital ia Wyndhamn would
lose all and become bankrupt. The North-

ern Territory has gone back 30 years be-
cause of the closing of Vestey's Meat Works,
and the samne thing would happen at Wynd-
ham. The mere fact of men being unemn-
ployed would not cause the Ministry much
concern. They would rather have a camp of
workers at Blaekboy and thousands of peo-
ple on tine dole than have men doing useful
work for the State at a little loss. It is
necessary to take the broad view and con-
sider the best interests of the State. From
the workers at Wyodham a select colmmittee
might obtain useful suggestions for the ad-
ministration of the meat works that we can-
not get to-day. I hope that, even now the
Government wxill see the justic-e and wisdom
of acceding to our request, because the cir-
cumstances warrant it. What I have said
of Wyndham applies to the sawmills. We
have invested a large amount of money in
the sawmills and they have been operated
ait a profit. They have provided work for
thousands of mnft produced rnfllions6 of
pounds worth of wealth and maintained a
Ponsiderable population, and yet the Gov-
ernment ask for power to sell then -without
consulting Parliament. A select committee
calling for all the evidence and demnanding
all the files could give Parliament such in-
Formation as we can get only in a scrappy
way from Ministers, who are not in touch
with the work anad who really obtain their
information at secondhand-f rom the
officers in charge. A select committee would
naturally make an inspection of the saw-
mills and aseritain their value to the people.
They would inquire how the business people
and settlers of the South-West would be
affected. The workers in the mills provide
a fine market for the produce of the gr-oup
settlers in the vicinity of Manjimup and
Pemberton. The buisiness people who have
invested their all in those towns could speak
of the desirability or otherwise of retaining
the mills. The State Sawmills have been
responsible for placing on the market and
p)opularising karri. We have a magnificent
karri belt and the industry shows a profit,
and the lest the Government should do is
to agree to the appointment of a select
committee to investigate the position. Busi-
ness men in those localitie-s should be
consulted. The Government have sold
township lots in M.%anjimup and Pem-
herton at highi prices. Business men
have purchased them on the understanding
Mhat the industry would be maintained. The
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member for Nelsonr did not tell the people
of Manjiniup and Penmberton that his party,
if returned to power, would sell the saw-
mills. The future of those people depends
upon the continuance of the mills; thoirs-
ands of wvorkers are dependent upon the
mills.

Mr. J. ff. Smith. Not thousands.
Miss Holnman: Yes, thousands.
Honl. 2ff. F. TROT: With the men in the

bush, the mills and the towns, there an
thousands dependent upon the wealth pro-
duced by the mills. Those people would
never have voted for the member for Nelson
if they had known that thre Government
proposed to take this step.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You do not think all
those fellows voted for me?

Miss. Holman: Sonme of them didl.
Hfon. M. F. TROT: I should be surprised

if any of them did.
Miss Holmnan: They will not do so again.
Mr. J. H. Smith: You njever know what

human natnire will do.
I-on. M. F0. TROT: Some people do ridie

ulous things at times, hut they do not
continue to (10 them. A little while ago
when I was Minister for Lands an applica-
tion was made by the timber workers at
Pembterton for blocks to he thrown open to
them, so that they might establish homes
of their own. This was done and tile timber
workers now have their own holding-s from
whidh they can derive a certain amount of
profit. If the State mills are closed, what
will become of those homes? The hope.,,
of the men will be shattered.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You think they must
be closed up3

Hon. M1. F. TROY: The hardi industry
was totally neglected until the fLabour Gov-
erment entered upon tbis enterprise. Wa
would he false to the people if we did not
'rndeavour to prevent the dlisposal of these
mills. Since they were started, karri has
been more largely used in buildings than
at any other time in its history.

Miss Holman: I call attention to the state
of tbe House.

The DEPUTY SPEARER: The necessary
time has not yet elapsed. There is still one
minute to go.

Hon. 31. F. TROY: To whom do the Gov-
emainent intend to sell the State Sawmills?
In whose interests, has this Bill been intro-
duced ? Who is to take over this particu-
larly lucrative business? The Government

wvill riot eveni allow a select. committee to
find that out. Why all this secrecy: Of
what arc the Government afraid?

Miss Holman called attention to tile state
of t!> Rouse.

Bells :-ung, and a quoruin formied

HRun. If. F. TRIOY: 1 now proceed to
discuss State hotels. M.1embers ore aill coll-
cOIJICO about the proper administration andi
control of the liquor tiallie. A Government
and a Parliament who have given so much
attention to the liquor question would niot,
I believe , think of disposing of any ijisti-
tutioln which was calculated to remulate'the
traffic. Here is a wide field for select corn-
iuittee! investig-ation. State hotels wore
established because the policy of the Gov-
erimnt of that day was to remove vested
interests froin thle liq uor trallic, so as to con-
troll it. The hotels were not established by
a Labour Government. The reason the pre-
sent Government. have for wishing to dis-
pose of the hotels is not that they fail to
pay. They pay, and have given pretty gene-
ral satisfaction. We hold that they ought
niot to be sold; apparently the Government
hold the contrary view. A select committee
would be able to give Parliament the facts,
and Parliament could thien decide. Why
do the bankrupt Government want to sell
enterprises which are profitable? We arc
entitled to be suspicious. What is behind
this? Who is pulling the strings? One
enterprising Country Party luan is a large
hotelkeeper in Western Australia, owning
hotels all over the State. It may be a base
thought, but probably he does riot like Gov-
ernment competition. Thc people's money
Eq in these propositions, ajid what right have
thP Government to take power to sell them
without consulting the people? Do the
brewveries and the licensed vietuallers want
the Government to sell? Has a tewiperance
union given anr opinion oil the subject 9 Has
the Women's Christian Temperance Union?
They all ought to be consulted, In the past
sdec,,t committees have made many investi-
gations, with good results. One of: the most
objectionable pails of the Government's pro-
posal is to sell the State Engineering and Im-
plement Works. The abpalition of the works
cannot be to thle advantage of thle agricul-
tuwists. Do members of the Country Party
understand tllat large numbers of farmiers
have invested their capital in agricultural
machinery made by those works, and are still
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operating that mnachinery, and one- the
works are sold will not he able to get parts
of State-manufactured harvesters, drills, har-
rows, wituxowers and binders? Friends of
tile (iovernmient, people who do not come
out into the open, want to get rid of this
comnpetition. The select committee would
naturally consult the farmers throughout
the wheat belt, andi also the group settlers,
and these people would be able to say
whether the existence of the State Imple-
inent Works is to their benefit. Hare the
Government no regard for the losses which
will be incurred by fanners and group
settlers? Here is an opportunity to have
the matter investigated. I should be sur-
prised it ally member of the Government
would willingly sell ant enterprise upon1 -which
finer., anti group settlers depend for parts
of machinery, without which parts they
Mould suffer great loss. Have the Govern-
mnent considered what will happen if the
works aire sold? Who will supply thle
iredge,, cranes, road-flllkilg machinery and
other plant turned out by the State Inmple-
ment Works? Private enterprise ? I am~
inclined to think the Government have not
considered that phase at all. A campaign

lut cicr wgdgaiiist the tradinlg concerns.
Tfhe Press have been active, and lprivate en-
terlt rise has supplied the funds necessary to
carry onl the campaign. I do not make any
charge against Mlinisters, hut we know that
people who are opposed to State trading
are Government supporters. Tni those cir-
etuwaoes, it is possible that Mlinisters have,
b~een inffiuenced by their supporters. It K-
said ill the vity that tile Government have to
push the Bill through, or else their m:p-
porters will not forgive them. T ieard it
s:aid to-day that even though tile session
should continue for another fortnight, the
Government mnust put the Bill throughb. For
years they have promised they will sell the
State trading concerns,, and if they do Ilot

do it during this sess~ion oF lParliaint, that
will be the end of them.

Mr- Corboy: Threatening letters have api-
peared intePress iniatn that people
will not vote for the Government lilhiss they
sfell the trading concerns.

Hon. 21. F. TROY: I have seen statecments
in the Pre-s, (.onlifl-tint IoI thip fact that ihe
Government have made jiromi-es for yeairs,
bitt hanve dime nothing at all. That Pin-
phasises the neres~ity for the alppointment of
a select commuittee to delve int7 the facts.

The people should know the facts, and the
interests of the country mnust be consildered
first. If tlle State quarry is sold, 'where
siatll we procure the mnaterial necessary for
road Ponstrffetion ! The -State has spent
millions of pounds on road construction,
and the roads arc in a -state of disrepair.
Much of the mlaterial required in the past
i'[Ill1O fromn the State quarry. Do the Gov-
erment de-irc to pay higher prices for
roadl-making mnaterial seeing that they want
to sell the quarry-? Who has asked for
that concern to he sold? No one. 'What
about the other State trading conceras
What. about the freezing works at 1're-
inantle ?

The Minlister for Lands: We are usin~g
those works now, so we cannot sell them.

lion. MN. F, TROY: Yes, but at a great
los s. Who asked that the brickwork s should
be sold? To whomi do the Government pro-
pouse to band them over? The select corn-
initree could make inquiries under that
heading. 1 believe the select 'committee
would advocate the continuicane of the State
Birickworks, because the works have kept
Itowll the price of brick,, and ploliced the
operations of the brick combine. They have
provided healthly comnpel ition without whiebi
the plrivate briekilakers wvould have a
Iiinolpotv. That is undesirable, and the last
thing the community wants. If the Govera-
men'lt areceon vinedc they are right, they
Alouild agree to the appoinltment of a select
committee. Who is behind the agitation for
the sale of thue concerns? Who are the
parties; that wilt profit by such sales? The
select comnimittee could probe those phases.
The stime applie,; to the Wyndham Mleat
Works. To whomn will the Government
sell that trading, concern ? If the
fl ovelflnlenit u-ill not tell us, the select
commnittee could get the facts, or the
commliittee could he turned into a Royal
Coviis and evidence taken on oath.
The Goverrninent natst know somnething
A~orct it, hut they Will hLot tell u1S. '-W OUr
only hope is the select committee, whicli
will find out all tl'ese thing's and report.
The people want to know why the Govern-
clIent are so anxiouls to sell these traling
vonceiiS .1i1d why they i.totild be sold ivith-
Olut the amwn'nl1 of Parliament. Thu Gov-
ernmehnt ought not to take power to do
liirgs thact wvi!l be their undoingz. Follow-
ing- onI a favourable report by the select
i-onrinjittec, Mfinis;ters could say, "'We have
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Provided the fullest inquiry, and the select
Committee have endorsed our point of -view.'
But with characteristic lack of wisdom,
Miinisters will not take tis step to protect
themselves. The trouble is that most of the
Ministers are young arid have not had much
parliamentary experience. They will be
well advised to allow this motion to pro-
ceed and the select commrittee to be aip.
pointed. To show why iKinisters should be
proteeted, I propose to read fromt the report
of at Royal Commission.

[Thre Speaker resumed t hce Chit -i.1

The Minister for Lands: WN-e will take it
as read.

Hon. M1%. F. TROT: No, you NvilI not take
it as read. This report dlid not enhn-e the
reputation of a certain 'Minister, ni member
of the Government responsihle for the pur-
chase of the Lake Clifton railway. The in-
vestigation resulted in a report which was
not to the advantage of the Government.
M1r. Baxter was a member of that Mlinistry
and so, too, was Sir 1aW Colebateh. I read-
ily admit that M1r. Baxter had no direct
hand in doing anything wrong. Still, lie
was a member of the Government, and so
had to share the responsibility. 'Mr. Stawell,
the Conunissioncr who inquired into the
purchase of the railway, found that the
traneation was not -right. He thought that
one member of the Government was, not wvil-
fully guilty, but hie felt that he had acted
most improperly. YFuthermnore the Coin-
missioner found that Sir Hal Colebatch,
who was acting Prenrier at thre time, had
signed the agreement without knowing its
contents. Sir Hal said he had never mead
the agreement, but bad signed it on the
word of another Mnister. The Coniis-
sioner in his report said this--

lIn thre circuninstanves I do not think Sir Rl
Colehaci can fairly be blamned for relying
on another Minister's word, but of course he
miust acc-ept the responsibility entailed by
the signing of the agreenreat.

So we see the dangers awaiting Ministers
who neglect to take thought. The Govern-
ment of the day were engaged in a traes-
act-ion which jeopardised the reputation of
some of its members. Had the Government
of the day allowed a select committee to
inquire into that business before signing
the agreement, they would have come out all
right and escaped criticism.

The Attorney General: We court criti-
MIfi.

Honr. '-%[ F. TROY: Well, you are foolishr.
The honl. member is quite young, y.et, and
will learn a lot before he is five years older.

The Attorney General: arnt learning all
the time.

H~on. M-N. F. TROY: If the (loverntmnent
take this proposed power and will not allow
a parliamnary inqub-y, they will live to
regret it. So, with the best intentions, riot
only to safeguard the interests of the corn-
inurrity, hut also to safeguard tire reprita-
tions of Ministers themselves, we appeal to
them to fall in -with this motion. I can
quite understani' the attitude of new meni*-
hers, who do not appreciate the seriousness
of the situation. I have no doubt that in
two years' time we shall hove thosze mineu-

h-ers -onirielled to explaitt On the litstings
-why ccrt-.rin things wvere done, and we shall
findI NillitPIrS 1nIn to rebut ottacks on
their persona reputations.

The Attorney General: We rio that in the
House.

Hon. If. F. TROY: The House is more
merciful than are the electors. Next time
there will not be a policy of work and op-
jportuty for all; members opposite wvill he
fighting for their political existence. M1inis-
ters would he well advised for their own
protection to accept the motion. They are
honest in en, but the infiueneq behind them
are strong. If they, sell the trading con-
cterns, they will do so at grout loss anid the
comunity will bold them responsible. If
the Government offered the meat works or
saw wuills. for sale to-morrow, what would
they get for them 9

The Attorney General:. Nothing.
H-on. At. F. TROT: Do the Convernment

Prop~ose to sell themr for nothin-g?
The Attorney General: No.

HIon. 'M. F. TROY: Then why do they
want the Bill? I appeal to the Government
for their own good to rant a select com-
mittee and if they do. they will not have
any regrets.

MR. CORBOY (Tilgarn - Coolgardie)
[2.32]1: There are sound reasons for making
a proper investigation before anry decision
is given on the Bill. Therea were special
reasons for the establishment of State trad-
ing concerns, and it is desirable that the
House should know 'whether those conditions
still exist before deciding that anybody
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should have the right to dispose of theni
without consulting Parliament. The trad-
ing- concerns were created with the consent
of Parliament.

The M1inister for Lands: Parliament fath-
ered them after they were created.

Mr. CORBOY: Yes, and it should be only
with the consent of Parliament that they
are disposed of. I wish to show that con-
ditios existed then which may exist to-day
or could occur again that would make it
dangerous to dispose of these polivemen of
certain industries without proper investiga-
tion. When the bric-kwork.- were established
there was a brickmaker&' association whose
members met regularly, fixed prices and ar-
ranged deliveries. By controlling delivery.
they also controlled the contractors, and de-
cided whether they should have bricks or
not, even if they Mere prepared to pay for
them. Unless the contractors worked in
with other employers and suppliers, they
tould not get delivery of bricks.

The Attorney General: On a point of
ordler, the question is that the Bill be ref er-
red to a select committee. 1 suggest that
the bon. member's remarks are not relevant
to the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 should like the hon.
ineniher to confine his remarks to the mno-
tion. I knew it is difficult to do so and I
shall give him thr greatest latitude, pro
vided he endeavours to confine himself to
the question of appointing a select commit-
tee.

Mr. CORBOY: 1 was endeni-ouriug to
show that there were definite reasons for
the establishment of trading concerns aud
that those reasons, should he investigated be-
fore we decide what we shall do with the
trading concerns-

The Attorney General:. On a point of
order what conceivahle connection have the
ieason~s for establishing trading concerns t n
do with referring the Bill to a select comn-
mittee9 I ask you to rule that the remarks
and proposed remarks of the hon. mtembe r
are entirely out of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: I certainly think that
the esiablishmciit of brick works is nut con-
cerned in the motion for a select commnittee.

Mr. CORBOY: I am not discussing their
etablishmfen~t; I am giving the reasons for
their establishme-nt. whieh il BYn entirely dif-
ferent matter. The reasons for their estab-

lishicut are matters into which a select corn-
niittee would inquire.

The Attorney General: On a point of
order, what on earth has the question of
sending this Bill to a select committee to
do with the reasons for establishing trading
concerns? I ask you to r-ile out of order
everything said by any mnembez that bas not
some connection with the motion to send
the Bill to a select committee.

Mr. SPEAKER: There are so many dif-
ficult lpoints involved iii this matter that I
have endeavoured to give fair play and full-
est consideration to all members who have
addressed themselves to the subject.

Mr. CORBOY: I take it, so long as a
member is reasonable, he can he allowed to
address himself to these particular questions.
It was highly desirable, at the time I speak
of, that some protection should be afforded
to the public. Because of that necessity,
the Government decided to step in with that
competition which is regarded as the life-
blood Of coMiunerce. Ever since that comn-
petition was established , a most unusual
attitude- has been adopted by the owners of
private briekyards. They were given an as-
su~ranve by the previous Governmen~t that no
further State facilities would be provided
for the manufacture of bricks, and yet, de-
spite a definite shortage of building mate-
rial, they refused to increase their output.
In other words, they deliberately took this
action with a view to building tip a case
for the abolition of this State trading con-
cern. Their object, of course, was to in-
crease their own profits. I would point out
that the supply from the State brickyards
was only sufficient for Government needs,
and 6hat private enterprise was scarcely in-
terfered with by the Glovernment undertak-
ing. It did, however, hare the effect of polic-
ing the industry. When the Government
established State sawmills, they found that
the output of jarrab was controlled entirely
by Millar's Timber & Tradig Company.
That firm was able to deal with any con trac-
tor who dared to disobey the dictates of the
Employers' Federatioa. Quite properly, the
Government declared that the public must
be able to get building material if they re-
quired it, and with that object in view estab-
fished the State Sawmills. If this enter-
prise is closed up, it mneans handing over to
a few monopolists the absolute control of
our timber supplies.
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Point of Order,

The Attorney General: I rise to a point
of order. I ask you, Mr. Speaker, to deter-
minae whether the hon. member is speaking
to the motion to refer this, Bill to a select
committee. I submit he is not doing so.

Mr enneally: You are wasting time.
Mr. Speaker; I should lie to make it clear

that the mover of the motion. bad, in my
opinion, to give the House reasons why be
desired to refer this Bill to a select commit-
tee. It was, therefore, necessary for him
to show what actuated him in moving this
motion, and in doing that he was obliged
to refer to things that happcned years ago.
f take it that the member for Yilgnrn-CooI-
gardic is also endeavouriug to prove to the
Housz the necessity for referring the Bill to
a select committee. So long as he confines
himself to that, he is in order.

Mr. Corboy: I thank you for your ruling,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Thcre is no need for ~tbe
hon. member to thank me. I have ruled as
Ithink it is my duty to rule.

Debate resumed.

Mr. CORBOY: Private members should
be grateful to the Speaker for the protec-
tion he has offered to us, despite the bro 'w-
beating of a Minister or the endeavour of
the Grovernmenit to burke discussion.

The Premier: Anid keel) us here until the
morning.

Mr. CORBOY: I am net responsible for
that. A very rigiri contr-ol -was exercised
by Forrest Emanuel over the cattle trade of
the North-West. Shipping companies re-
fused to carry cattle that were not dealt with
through certain hands. Even if the cattle
reached the metropolitan mnarket, they could
not he successfully auctioned unless with the
goodwill and consent of certain mneat -mono-
lpolists. The G 'overnmefit of the day then
found it necessary to protect not only the
eonsumers, Ibit the produeers, and decided
to establish not only' a State Shipping
Sei vice hut a number of butcher's shops,
the latter subsequently being clos;ed -when
they had fulfilled their ohbjccL The
Govi iment liars not given us an-y
evidence that the position which then ex-
isted does not exist to-day, or may not
again be created. Ample and untrammnelled
transport to market miay not he provided
for northern cattle producers if the State

Shipping Service is sold. Therefore inquiry
is lightly desirable, Again, thle reasons
for establishting thle Wyndham Meat WVorks
were perfectly sound. Agricultural devel-
opmernt in the southern portion of the State
ted to greatly increased cattle production
thlere, thus depriving the Kinaherleys of
portion of their market. The surplus sup-
plies, principally fromt East Kimberley, had
to be dealt with by freezing worksi for ex-
port. Before the people of the Kiiberleys,
and particularly of East Kimberley, are
bubjee ted to the 149k of losing their means
of livelihood through the sale of thle freez-
ing worka, there should be inquiry by this
Bioos. lDonbtle.-s it would pay a huge
meat monopoly elsewhere in thie world to
b~uy the works and siply close them. The
State Implement Works were establi. hed at
a time when implements coat more than the
Western Australian Governmnent anid people
considered they should cost.

Thle Premier: NXot half the price thlcv are
costing to-day.

Mr. CORBOY: The high prices of han-
pleiuents then were not due to snanutoetotr-
tug costs, but to transport and sale costs9.
These latter costs the Government decided
to remove by the establishment of an iiople-
macat factory here. That perfectly Jaudable
effort has not succeeded to the extent one
would lilec The partial non-success of the
works is clie almost entirely to !he fact
tI iat Western Australian Canners hatve not
been patriotic enoulgh to stick to the iniple-
ineut, of their own State. Within the last
IS monthis I personally have purchasedl a
State imaplemient which has done work that
I defy any imported implement to better.
Such being mny experience, I have every
reason to protest against the farmers being
handed over to the people who plundered
them in the past, and to demand an oppor-
tulitY for investigation. I believe the Gov-
ernmnent are anxious to dispose of the trad-
ing concerns to please their political backers.
The Government arc out to please and en-
richi the few at the expense of the many.

The Premier: You have no0 right to say
that!

Mr. CORBOY: The Premier ha-s delivered
himiself into my hands! I say that is ray-
belief. If he were to agree to the appoint-
merit of a szelect commit-tee, an inquiry could
be made into the whole matter and he might
ha, chic to tsatisfy me that I was wrong in
my belief.-
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The Premier: We could not satisfy your
warped mind.

-Mr. CORBOY: If the Premier could put
up a decent case to the select (cOlu]1itt34,

he could show that he was not out to enrich
the few at the expense of the rest of the
commnunity.

The Premier: You have no right to im-
pute such miotives to any decent maji. That
is a filthy suggestion. I did not expiect to
hear it from you.

Mr. CORBOY: Oh, please-
The Premier: This is the last time I

shall hare anything to do with you. It is
tile finlish.

MR, COVERLEY (Kimberley) [8.2]:
'With all due respect to the interjeAio.s, fromi
the Government side of the House, there are
good grounds for the Bill heing sent to a
select committee. I made a statement re-
gardinir the want of knowledge of the Nothi
by, members representing other parts of the
State, and in doing so I made reference 10
remnarks by the Attorney General while
electioneering in Broome some years ago. I
did not make that statement wvith any in-
tention. of endeavouring, to belittle the Min-
ister, but to prove to the House that I had
good grounds for believing that most hon.
members who have not visited the North,
lhave little or no knowledge of our require-
mnents, and are therefore not c-ompetent
to arrive at a mature judgment on many
issues of vital importance to the North and
the industies carried on there. Since I
was first elected to represent the Kimberlev
electorate in this Chamber, it has been my
endeavoitr to influence M1inisters and mem-
bers, to visit the North-West. I have tried
to tell them of our- requirements, and I
sincerely hope that I have been able to
achieve something along those linesi. Witi:-
out wearying the House by stressing the
neessity for both Ministers and members
to have sonic knowledge of the N\orth, I trust
they will at least assist to conserve the
interests of that part of the State by agree-
ing to send the Bill to a select committee for
investigation. Two trading concerns in
particular are essential for the life of the
North-West and the industries carried on
there. I am fearful of what may happen
should the Bill be passed. We have received
a" intimation by the Premier that even
if tile Bill be agZreed to, the Government
hart' no intention of selling the trading

concerns immediately. While we may have
the greatest confidence in the Government
being prepared to honour their undertaking,
the fact remains that we have no giuarantee
as to how long thle present M3inisters will
he in a position to give effect to the promise
made to this Chamber. It is impossible
to ask us to accept that assurance when we
we do not know what the position will be re-
garding the M1inistry in a few months' time.
In my opinion, the first negotiations that
will be opened up will be in connection with
the State Shipping Service and the Wynd-
ham Meat Works. I gave information to
the House during the second reading de-
bate regarding the industries of the North-
West and thle important part played by the
meat works. In view of the information
I placed before hon. members, surely tile
icnpoi taut part played by the Wyndham
Meat Works. warrants reference to a select
committee of inquiry. At each election I
have contested, the Nationalist canldidates
who oppose me assured the electors that the
National Party, if returned to powver, would
not dispozse of the State ships whi had
to he regarded as public utilities.

The Premier: They must be, too.
,\rt. COVERLEY: When hie was moving

the second reading of the Bill, the Premier
nmade a statement indicative of his personal
intentions. He said-

I shal] be ltaseti to get ridi of the whole
lot of them.

I can attach only one meaning to that state-
ment; it is that the State ships will receive
the same attention as the other trading
concerns, shoulid the Bill become law. If
there is any chance of getting rid of them,
they will go by the board, irrespective of
what might happen to the people of the
N~orth. The member for Pingelly has spoken
of members. on this side shedding crocodile
tears. I can assure the hon. member that
if the Bill be passed it will not be only
members of this side of the House that will
be shedding tears. He must know that cer-
tain interests up 'North contribute largely
to the fighting funds of his political party.
Those people will be somewhat diffident
about sending down their contribnition3 i:i
future if the State steamers and the Wynd-
ham Meat Works are disposed of. It is not
necessary for me to touch upon the value
of the services the State steamers render to
the people of the North. Along the coast
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there are several places. such as Shark Bay
and Maud's Landing, from which there is
a fairly large quantity of wool to be picked
up; but the privately owned steamers refuse
to go in to those places unless specially
paid for it, and because of this th~e people in
those districts have been seriously handi-
capped. I am wholly in favour of the mo-
tion for a select committee and I hope it
will be agreed to.

MR. WITHERS (Hunbury) [3.15]: It
astounds me that the discussion of the Bill
shiould have been left so late in the session.
I gather from the Premier that it is not
intended to dispose of these trading con-
cerns immediately. Consequently, it is diffi-
cult to understand why this pressure should
be put ulyon as. The motion for a select
committee is merely asking for what has
been granted in respect of many other mea-
sures. I should like the Government to take
a serious view of this proposal. The State
Sawmnills have done good service for the
South-West and in addition have kept a lot
of men in employment. If the Government
do not want to see increased unemployment,
the best thing they can do is to agree to the
motion for the appointment of a select com-
mittee. We may be losing money on some
of the trading concerns, but it is better to
lose a little in that way than to have mien
walking the streets unemployed. And, if
the State Implement Works are not paying,
at all events the State hotels are. The At-
torney General to-night said something
about getting £190,000 for some of these
trading concerns. But I do not knowv how
long that £E100,000 would last once the trad-
ing concerns were sold. I have not risen
with any idea of antagonising the Govern-
ment, and I sincerely hope the motion will
be agreed to.

MR. MILLINGTON (Mft. Hawthorn)
[3.19]: The question involved is not so much
the disposal of the trading concerns as the
rights of this House. Section 25 of the Act
which the Bill seeks to amend provides that
the trading concerns may be sold or leased.
Then there is a piroviso that possession of
those trading concerns shall not be given to
any purchaser or lessee until the approval
of Parliament has been obtained. The Hill
seeks to delete the proviso and the Minister
may then dispose of any trading concern.
The powers vested in this Parliament are to

be withdrawn and reposed in the Govern-
ment. It is all important q uestion. 1kc-
fore we permit those powers to he filched
from us, the matter should be investigated.
The select committee's% work wvould be to
showv that if it is too involved a process to
refer an offer to Parliament, other safe-
guards might be instituted. It is true that
the people do not interfere much with gov-
erment. They elect a Parliament once ia
three years and, having done so, they) have
elected a boss to run the countryv and have
to submit. Of course they have the safe-
guard that another election occurs in due
course. Extensive powers are vested in the
Government, but the safeguard is that the
Governinent are responsible to Parliament.
Everything that happen., is or tan be made
Public. That is a safeguard. Although
Governinents must have arbitrary powvers it
has been demonstrated over a long period of
years that such powers should he conditional.
The Government arc taking a serious step
in seeking to deprive Parliament of thei
right to cheek and examine a most import-
ant executive act. The Government would
need to have sound reasons for disposing of
the trading concerns and, if that is so, what
is the objection to the reasons being sub-
nitted to Parliament? I do not think a
select committee would approve of arbitrary
control by the Government without any
supervision. Every business has trusted
officers, lbut they are subject to audits, stock-
taking and examination. That practice has
been built up as a result of experience. The
Government should hesitate before breaking
lown the existing system. I dare say' the
Government are exercised to know whyv we
qre putting up such a strenuous fight. We
are concerned not only about the sale of the
trading concerns but about the principle in-
volved. A Minister might dispose of a
trading concern and after that Parliament
could talk for weeks, but it would make no
difference, because the transaction would
have been completed. That would be a
retrograde step. Democracy having only
limited control over those it elects is still
jealous of its rights and privileges. This
House has not too much control over the
actions of the Government, and we are not
going to give away rights and privileges
without registering the strongest protest.
I suggested on the second reading that many
measures of less importance had been re-
fcerred to select eomnitt.'es who. having
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taken evidence, had presented most helpful
reports. There is always a disposition on,
the part of executives to seek power for
themselves. It seemns to me that the rights
of shareholders in companies are subservient
to the directorship. The sharehoulders are
tailed together occasionally, hut the control
of tile company is in the hands of the execu-
tive, and the shareholders have to fight for
recog-nition. N~'hether that is due to care-
lessness, or to control by a. small executive
being easier, it is the practice to cuncentruti
power in a small executive. The -Minister for
Railways went back nearly half a century
for what he described as a precedent, though
it was not a precedent at all. He quoted Dis-
raeli's action in the interests of the nation.
That episode had to do with tile purchase
of something; there was no question about
anything being sold. Disraeli was dealing
with something outsde the realms of ordin-
ary domestic politics. The Imperial GJov-
erniment possess great powers and take great
responsihilities, but they have an inner
knowledge of international questions and
ore s;ometiimes justified in the steps they
Lake. It is misleading to quote the instance
of the Sue7 (Canal -shares as a reason for
asking this P1arliamnent to give the Govern-
iment authority to sell or lease our State
trading concerns. Although Governments ill
this State have gradually acquired a good
deal of power, they have always been sub-
servient to Parliament itself. HEre, how-
ever, is a Bill wvhich proposes to take away
the power of Parliament and vest it in the
Government. We sKhould guard jealously the
limited powers we as a Parliament still
possess, and should weigh very carefully
the consequences. that will ensue if wve pass
this Bill. The Labour Patty is always
credited with being well disciplined, but I
have never yet seen a party that is better
disciplined than the party apposite.

Mr. North: It may not last long.

MNr. MILLYNOTON: The Minister for
Railways, suggested that members on his
side of the House were mnure sincere than
those on this side. There is just as munch
sincerity in the Labour Party as there is
amon."t the 'Nationalists I am sure, for
instance, that alt members opposite are not
o)f the one mind in respect to this Bill. One
would think that the Gbrernment wePre set-
tinr thems~elves uip as a pattern of a moral
aristocracy. I will instance a case which is
defensible as rewards the working of the

principle -the East Perth po-wer house,
where the production of power and electric
light is vested in one central authority, to
the great advantag-e of the people of the
metropolitan area. The true principle of
State ownership is that the State should
mnonopolise in the interests of the people,
thereby giving- better and more economical
service.

Mr. Hegney called attention to the state
of the REouse.

Bells rung,, and a quorum formed.

Mr. Hegney: Under the Standing Orders,
Mir. Speaker, are not members supposed to
be iii their seats while being -counted"?

Mr. SPEAKER: There are 17 members
in the House at thle present time. The
member for Mi. Hawthorn miay proceed.

31r. MLING'~TON: For the Govern-
-menat to assume greater powers thani those
possessed by Parliamenit would be against
the interests of the country, and miust even-
tually bit-c a bad influence. Somne people

idir a dictator, a "strong man." But
dictatorship is the crudest formn of govern-
ment, amid also the most dangerous.

Mr. SPEAKER: I take it t he hon. maem-
bier is leading- up to the question before the
Chair, namely, the appointment of a selecat
committee.

MrT. M.%ILL] NGT ON- Of course, Sir.
Mr. SPEAKER : We have heardl nothing

about a select comamiLtee up to the present.
Mr. 'MILLINO3TON: The point is that

under the Bill the Minister may sell or
lease any State trading concern, and that
thus the power of Pfaliament is to he frans*
ferred to one Minister. A select committee
.liould be appointed to devise a safeguard
to replm that of Parliamentary control.
During all the -years since the establishment
of the State trading concerns; the Glovern-
ment have had the right to sell. The parties
opposite have been in powver for nine years
continuously, and during that period they
wvere never convinced that the position war-
ranted the sale of any State trading
concern. To effgict a sale tiey, need
merely have exercised the powera given
by the parent Act, It is now
con tended that no sale was effected
because the machinery f or selling
was too complicated, and on that ground it
is argued that the power of Parliament
in this respect should he cut out entirely.
Had such a Bill as this been introduced hby
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the Labour Party, the present Premier
would have been the first to denounce it.
It is the fate of Governments to be super-
seded, and therefore, it is the business of
each side of the House to protect tihe powvers.
of Parliament and of thle people. The gene-
rat public are inclined to discredit Parlia-
ment, and that feeling will be intensified if
the powers of the Legislature are whittled
away by measures like this one. That is
thle issue: What power shall be vested
in the Cabinet and what power thle House
shall retain. If it is not regarded as of
sufficient importance to warrant the appoint-
mneat of at Royal Commission or a select conm-
mittee, it is well to remind the House that
matters of ininor importance have been
dealt with in that way. Such aetions as
this are not for the good of the Ipeolple. It
would be all right in countries that are drift-
ing towards a system of dictatorship, hut
no such system is popular in Australia, The
principles of dcmaocracy must be presvrved,
and even the powers vested in Cabinets; an'
conditional. I will not for one moment agree
to power being taken away from Parliament
and vested in the Government.

The Minister for Railways: We want a
lot of power to stand this.

The Attornev General: And endurance,
too.

Mr. 'MILLINCGTON: Before Ministers are
allowed to accept any such grave respons-
ibility as that involved in the Bill, wa ,ys
and means should be devised to- safegutard
the interests of the public, and 'Ministers
themselves should favour some' check onl
their actions. Where are, we drifting in
Australia?

The Minister for Railways: You are nlot
drifting; you are sailing. against the wind.

Mr. MALILLINOTON:- Dead fish can flow
with the current, but it takes power to steam
against it, and that is what we are doing.

Thle Mlinister for Lands: Yes, jaw power.

Mr. MIfLLINGTON: We iire endeavour-
irig to stemn the tide and this is not the first
time we have had to fighbt for democracy.
When democracy begins to ebb, then comes
dictatorship. Thle Government are seeking
to et up a dictatorship. They resent any
semhlance of control. Why should the Gov-
ernment not be asked to justify their action
it' they desire to face the responsibility of
disposing of the State tradingr concerns.
what is wrong with that? What are they
afraid of? Once wve perinut them to do that,

the( Cloveratuent will want to (do away with
the Standing Orders to enable them to earn'
onl as they like.

Tilc Premier: Why' did you sell die Bull-
linch I otel without conuoltinmg Purliinent?

',rt. MILLINCTUX: We are not dis-
cussing- State trading concern., hut thle rights
and privileges or thmis House versus the
power of the Gioversuicmt.

Tme Minis[tcr fov Lands: And tile motion
is that time Bill lie relerredl to a select comn-
inittee!

Mr. MILLINGTON: Thle Government are
tukinc, to themselves muore power. It is a
crude mnethod of esaibshing a dictatorship.

Mr. SPEAKCER: We ar-e not dealing with
that. It is the question of the a ppointnt
iii a select (-Ollimittee.

Mr, MI 2,LT1NGTON: 1 vin on to this sub-
juctt 110w. I am not dealing with ferries and
limbher mlills, but with thle Bill.

rrle Attorney General: The Bill is not the
c1iie"tio11.

Mlr. 'M]LLtN('fO-N : The Government
have introduced ;in ininocent-looking- amiend-
ment which cuts out thme powers of Parlia-
nIiliit.

The Minister for Lands: You are a lap
biehind. We are on the app)rintinet of a
select conumittee.

Mr. MTILLiNOTON: I am not going to
gabble about select committees.

Mr. SPEAKER: But we are dealing with
select committees.

Mr. 2{ILL1NGTOIN: I amn giving reasons
for the appoitimemit oif at select committee to
gro into this question.

The Premier: You eainnut understand it
yours;elf.

MNr. MILL1NYGTON : Surely the Bill is of
sufficient importance to be referred to a
select commnittee. Patrliament has given the
M1inister rertai a powers.

The Premtier: We should have exercised
the powers we have hours ago.

Mr. 3lILLINGTON: Already you have
power to sell the trading, concerns, but you
dio not wvant to have to come here and justify
your action. I warn the Government that
this taking of power from Parliament is a
t'er 'v dangerous, practice. Some future Or-
erunment will quote the action of the present
Government. The Government are drifting
into Bolshevism and presently the Premier
will call himself Mussolini. The Government
are asking, njot for power to sell certain
State assets, but to have additional power
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vested in themselves. I1 defy anyone to say
that is not a correct definition of the Bill.

The 'Minister for Railways: I will say it.
M1r, MILLAYGTON: Now I have no more

to say.
The Minister for Lands : Don't stop;

please go on.
11r. AUILLINGTJO"N. No one can sayI

have not stuck to the subject. This action
of the Government will create a very danger-
ouls precedent which will be quoted by future
Governments. The Government have de-
clared war on Parlianment, and I should not
be surprised if in future when questions are
asked, members are told to mind their own
business. Thlat is the direction in which we
are heading and 1 hope members opposite
will wake up to the fact. If members
tolerate that, their jobs will lie in danger.

The Minister for Railways: This is not
a trading concern.

.1r, IMILLINOTO-N: Yes, it is.
The Minister for Railways: No fear;

there is no 44-hour week here.
Mr. SPEAKER: The question is for the

appointment of a select committee, and for
the lna 20 minutes, the-re has been no refer-
ence to it.

Mr. MULLINOTON: Why are select come-
mnittecs appointed? To supply information
(hat cannot be supplied in Parliament.
Little Dills are often dangerous. I want a
select com17mittee appointed so that the whole
muatter can be exposed. Would tie people ap-
prove of this power being given to a Mlin-
ister! They would insist on his accounting
to somebody. It is well that we have spoken
so long on the question because, the more it
is examined, the mnore f realise how far-
reaching are its effects and how dangerous
it is. Ft thme Bill he ipisseii, it will establish
a precedent for all Governments to seize
more power. As it is a question of the
lpowers ot the Glovernmmemit versus Parliament
we should have independent expert evidence.
The more I look at the Bill, the more sus-
picious I becomie of it.

Mwr. Parker: LDo. not look at it.
M1r. MILL IXOTOX: So much new matter

hns been introduced during the debate that
no one van tell what additional light would
he thrown ott the proposal if we had outside
advice. I should like a select committee to
exanmine 1he Crown Law officers, legal prae-
titioners anti (onstitutional authorities. The
terms of - the measure need to be properly
defined. If we could only cut out all the
61providudsY in the worl--

Mr. Parker: As soon as we cut out this
one, we shall bare a sleep.

Mr. 1IiLLINGTON: There are more im-
portant things" than sleeping. While the
bon. member is sleeping, his rights are be-
ing taken away. The Government have not
caught us all sleeping at the one time; we
are awake to the enormity of the proposal.
This matter should be inquired into.

The Premier: Why say that over and over
againI

Mr. MILI4 NGTON: The bigger the ques-
tion the wider the stops of examination
required. We demand the appointment of
a select committee or a Royal Commission.

The Minister for Railways: Put it in writ-
ing.

Mr. MJLLINGTON: The people of the
country will now understand our views. If
finally a dictator is appointed over this State
the publie will not be able to say we have
not shown them where they were drifting.

MR. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie) [4.22] :
During the last 48 hours I think we hav'e all
heard enough to enable us to arrive at a
pretty sound judgment on the point at issue.
I1 have been closely associated with these
trading concerns, and I know how valuable
they are to the State. TChat knowledge gives
ine the more reason to view unfavourably
the proposal to dispose of them. There
has been a, lot of discussion about brick-
works.

The Premier: Are you going to stonewall?-
M.CUNNINGHAM: I do not understand

the Premier's interjection. I am not stone-
walling. I aim entitled to have my say on
this matter. I have given the Premier a
fair and a square deal. There is no occa-
sion for him to accuse imc of stonewalling.
This is a serious matter. We are entitled
to know what will be done with the money
in the cvent of the Government being able
to sell any of these trading eoneerns. Should
not the taxpayers know exactly what they
have invested in these concerns? Should
not the people as a whole be shown that they
have in these concerns an asset which has
heeni built up over a number of years I
Should not Parliament be enabled to make
a decision based on the fidlest informationl
I support the motion.

MR. HEGNEY (-Middle Swan) (4.31]:-
The important question before the House
is whether the policy of State trading- shall
continue or shall cease. Members opposite
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contend that the policy has f ailed, but the
fact is that moA of the concerns are show-
ing surpluses. The proposed select ommnit-
tee would recommend which of them should
be retained and which, if any, sold. Sir
Leo Chiozza Money, the great English eco-
nomist, writing of industrial nationalisation
in Britain during the war, stated that it
worked efficiently and safeguarded the in-
terests of the realm. He asks why the old
industrial system should have been reverted
to. In Western Australia, industrial nation-
alisation Was inaugurated by the Labour
Party. The State Quarries are an example
of the success of this policy, having returned
substantial profits during the past few years.
Why do the Government want to sell pro-
fitable trading concerns, unless it is to get
some of their friends out of difficulties? Mr.
Asquith, the former British Prime Minister,
commenting on a suggestion that business
men should govern the country, said that he
had for a great part of his life been en-
gaged in getting business men out of their
messes. There is a clamour for the sale of
the State Brickworks, and the select com-
mittee might well inquire into the reason for
that clamour; and similarly with regard to
the State Sawmills, the State Ferries, and
the State Hotels. l these are returning
substantial profits, fund it would he folly for
this House to permit the concerns to he bar-
tered away. The question of selling the trad-
ing concerns is a matter of great moment
to thme people, -ind the Goverr~ment should
hesitate before proceeding any further with
their proppsals. I trust the Government,
having- had the path of duty pointed out
to them! will accept the mnotion and refer
the B~ill to a select committee If, as we
have been told, there is no likelihood of any
trading- concern being sold within the next
12 moniths, why the necesgity to push the
Bill through at this stage of the sessionI It
can be dealt with here only on the basis of
prejudice, whereas a select committee could
investigate the matter impartially and could
submit their report in February, when the
question could be further considered on the
reswnption of the session.

MR. RAPHEAEL (Victoria Park) [4.45]:
I am disgusted at the action taken by the
Minister for Lands. I thought he was fair
winded, but in view of his. attitude I am
forced to the conclusion that I was wrong
in my opinion.

The M1inister for Lands: What have I
done?

Mir. RAPHAEL : You tried, but yon
clipped. You tried to stop me from speak-
ing.

T~he Minister for Agriculture: He would
not dream of depriving himself of that
pleasure.

Mr. RAPHAEL. It' a select committee
were appointed, the investigation mnight
bring before the public facts that the Cov-
erument are trying to withhold. Are the
tioverament afraid to let the people knon?
the facts reg-arding the proposed disposal
of the trading concerns? WVe have been led
to believe that there is a mnodern Disraeli
suddenly sprung in the public life of this
, tate. Ido not know who lie is, hut I1 pre-
Eumc we shall have the spectacle of oar
flisraeli going Home and telling His 2l~njestv
thme King of how his GovernmFent in West-
ern Australia hod done- wonderful service to
the Empire by disp~osing of a South Pecrth
ferry boat and likening- that statesmanlike
acetion to the purchase of the Suez Canal
shares! Our Disraeli should not be afraid
to go before the select committee so that wye
mnight know who hie is and render the homage
due to him. Whereas it has been stated in
the Press that Millars intend closimg up this
mnonth for an indefinite period, the State
S awilfls are able to continue satisfactorily.
That shows that private enterprise has been
forced out of the industry' because of the
rplendid managenment of the State Sawmnills.
As a result OF the inquiry, 1 -.am1 convinced
the select comumittee could prove to the coonl-
try that the existence of the State Sawmills
hs been beneficial to the country. We also
love to remember that a select cominittee
would bring to light the various working
c!onditions of the bush mills. That would
he another big- factor for the select comn-
am1ittee to consider. It is prety certain the
committee would recommend that the State
Sawmills should nlot he disposed of, it only
for the reason that they have brought so
ninch foreign capital into the State. The
manager of the sawmills has just returned
fromn a world tour, and we have the spec-
tacle of Ceylon purchasing our sleepers ini
preference to the local sleepers. That has
been brought about through the publicity
arranged by the manager of the State Saw-
mills. If those facts were elicited by a
select coammittee, no Government would dare
to dispose of the mills. If we were to sell
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that concern, Millars, to whom the Oovern-
inent propose to sell it, would in all proba-
bility close down those mills, and so get rid
of a formidable competitor. The State
hotels are big- employers of labour, but the
staffs would be displaced if the hotels 'were
sold to the Swan Brewery. If the Wvnd-
hain Meat Works are sold to Vestey's, it
will be a bad thing for the Kimberley pas-
toralists. The select committee would make
a thorough investigation into the mianage-
mient of those works. Even if there be a
s;mall loss onl the meat works, it is fully jus-
tified in that those works are helping the
rattle industry in the "North. Most certainly
the select committee would recommend that
thie meat works be retained. I should not
like to see the Oovernmnent fall by the -way-
side through temptation having been put in
their way.'

Thme M1inister for Railways: WVe would
not fall to you, anyhow.

Mr, RAPHAEL: The shipping service
is to the North what the railways are to the
southern part,; of the State. Before we part
with the ships, as MrI. Bruce parted with
thle woollen mills-and his action resulted
in a loss of millions of pounds to thle Comn-
mionwealth-we should remember thlat they
are manned by British and Australian
labour. Other ships trading along the coast
have Chinese and other coloured labour, and
no doubt mnembers opposite approve of that,
for I heard one of them say it outside the
Chamber to-nig-ht.

The Minister for Railways: It is a very
serious breach to introduce into this Chain-
her anything- that is said ini the corridor.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I shall say what I
think, unless the Speaker calls me to order.
If the Government hare no intention of
parting with the railways and the trainways
they have no right to part with the State
ships. What would he said by time cockies

ifanone suggested parting with the rail-
ways?

Mr. J. 1. Mann: It is the coekies who arc
keeping a parasite lie you.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The hon. member is a
parasite, because he is paid to speak here
and I have not heard him speak yet. if
anyone Suggested disposing of the railways
country mfembers would be up in arms at
once.

Mr. J. 1, Mann: That is childish prattle.
Mr. RAPHCAEL: Ferries are classed as

State utilities.

M1iss Holmani: They arc included in the
schedule of the Act.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Then I shall refer to
them. A select committee would see that
they received Lair consideration. The aboti-
tion of the ferries has been advocated by
bus and taxi interests so that they would get,
thme passenger trafliv. Mmesopposite
seem to have a leaning towards the bus and
taxi services. If the Government have no
intention of doing anything underhand, why
should they fear an inquiry?

MR. WU.LCOCK (Geraldton) [6.9]: 1
wish to refute any suggestion that 1 am
eudeavouring to stonewall the Bill. So far
I. have had nothing to say on it.

Miss liolmaii: None of us has stone-
walled.

Air, WILUCOCK: The position treated
by thle prolonged debate on this 11il1 is en-
tirely the fault of the G3overnment

The Minister for Lands: 'You mean we
should have applied the closure I

Mr. WILLUOCK: -Memubers opposite
have worked themselves into a furore of re-
sentinent. The Government, however, have
been most unfair ili their treatment Of
miemlbers Oil this Side Of thle Honse;. Thoy
kniew there wvas opposition to the Bill, and
that Ave held definite opinions on the ques-
tion of State trading. A reasonable oppor-
tunity should have been given to us to
express our views upon this drastic pro-
posal. When we were ini office and brought
down the Arbitrattion Bill, we gave the Op-
position anmple opportunity, over a long
.series of sittings, to discuss a maitter in
wicih we. knew they held views different
from our own.

The Attorney General: 'The whole of the
debate on that Bill did not last hal! as long
as the debate on this one.

Mr. WILLOCK: The debate extended
over a number of evenings, and members
had ample opportunity to discuss the meas-
aire. The Bill now before us has been so
much delayed that it is only beinr dealt
with in the closing hours of the session.

The Attorney General: No matter whet,
we had brought the Bill down it would havf
been treated in the same way.

Mr. McCallum:- What rot you are tailking
The Bill was on the paper for nine weeks
before it was touched-

The Attorney General: You had ninx
weeks in which to consider it.
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Mr. WILL(7UCK: It seenied as if the
Government were not anxious to put it
through. Had they been sincere, they would
have brought it downi earlier. Even if the
Bill does become law, it cannot in these
times of economic depression be carried intol
effect. It is evident that political pressure
wvas brought to hear- upon the Government
to make this gesture to satisfy outside
organisations. I understand that so anxious
were political organisations that are asso-
ciated with the Government bo have this
Bill brought down that another place re-
fused to pass the Loan Bill until anl ussur-
anle had been given that the measure before
us would 1)e put through. When that de-
cision was arrived at, no further opplositioll
was offered to the Loan Bill.

The Attorney Ceneval]: Iam uirpr:ed1 at
your remarks.

Mr. AVILUCOCK: That is nix honiest.
opinion.

The Attorney General: Oiln. evL idene
do you botse it?

Mr. WVILLCOCK : Usually at Loan Bill
goes through quickly, but this year it was
held up in another place for a fortnighit.
As soon as the party meeting wai held, and
it was ae-ed that the State Trading' Conl-
-erus; Pill thould bo put through, the Loanl
Bill wals passed without further discussion.

The Attorney General: Would vi,,, )nt
a mian in gaol onl evidence such as hlit

Air. WIfLLCOCK: There is suiticienil
prima facie evidence in what I have. uaid to
justify me in arriving at this conclusion.

The Attorney General : It is good enlough1
for political purposes.

Air. WVILLOOCK: Thiersecertainly was
iqomething behind the whole thin,, The
select con rnitte-- could inquire in to manyr
plhases of State tradling concerns, anid coul11(
hie the means of drawing attentin to the
necessity fo preservinz Parl iamien tary'
authority over the executive of thle day. I
have often heard the Attorney' fleieval offer
strong opposition to government by Execu-
tive; that is to 5ay, rovertimpnt by mankingr

The Attorney General: You are tallking
oif goi erning by Executive. T was talking-
of le~islating- by regulation. Do you sItg-

aest that we shiould have ",oevrn,'t by
Paliament?

'Mr. WII.LCOCK: The Government sly.
" We a~l Por i:,ient to alter a la,% which

Ave do tot. like'' That alteration would takc
away authonrity which lParliam'ent !ias had
for fourteen years, and wve have a right
to oppose the alteration. For selling ships
without Parliamentary authority the Coal-
monwealth Government were wholeheartedly
c-oiideniiied by every responsible personi in
Australia, and they were commuended only
by persons taking- the narrowest view, that
the ships were losing money. People
w~hom the ships aided in their business were
utterly against the sale. Our State Ship-
in g Sce-vice will be in strong favour when

freights are so high as to hamper coin-
'nlere. If there were a proposal to sell
our ships,, thle select enunmittee would in-
fiie into tile effect (on our jnuAis, and
mnore esp eciailly onl producers in close
proxiitY to polls not served by other
steamilship lines. Rlegarding the Siats Saw.
mnills the select committee woiuld inquire
into the karri trade, and wvould obtain evi-
dlenve fronut the Commonwealth Ri lway De-
Ipartluwtt who have been using, kaxri
sleepers for 17 years. Defence was one of
thle maun reasons for building tihe Tans-
Australian railway, and supplies of sleepers
to keep the line in adequate repair are essen-
tist. Spell supplies ame renderedl possible
only by our State Sawmills, It has been
argued that various State trading concerns,

,ihas !he State Ferries and the State
Shiplago Service, shouldl be termied public
utlilitics and entirely* removed front the pur-

,pew of the State Trading Cone:nts Act.
These matters would be considered 1liv a el-
cit committee and recommendations would
he presented that prohably would meet wvith
[lie approval of most hon. members. It is
(-oneedeI by all sections of the House that
there are sonic that should be termed
public utilities and taken out of the cate-
goIM (of State trading concerns. Govern-
nient. are iiot infallible in their adminis-
trivle acts. I think it could be demons-
liniaed that the present Government have
alIready nmde decisions that are not in ac-

co0rd wvith public opinionl. If I were per-
mitted rm this motion, I would mention the
ret ix-ciucnt oif the Eng-ineer-in-Chief.

The 2lini~ttr for Works: The Government
;l'e, ii-tied that they- (lid not make a mis-
take in that regard.

Mr. WVILLCOCK: That is so, but the
''iope -ei~erall 'v are satisfiedl that you dlid

in:' k a in i~ake.
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The 'Minister for Works: I do not agrue
with you, but that is a matter that has nothi-
ing to do with the motion before the Chair.

The Attorney General: And it is readily
coniceded that Governments wnake mistake.

Mr. WILUCOCK: I have already ex-
pressed my opinion in this House onl that
particular questionu, and I shall not pursue
it furtlucr. Should the Government make a
mistake regarding the disposal of a trading
concern, Parliament has ito authority to iu-
pose safeguards that would prevent the re-
currence of such anl action. The duty of thec
select committee would be to recommend
steps along those lines, and thle committee
might also secure information as to hlow
the Glovernment intended to deal with blue
money raised by the sale of a trading cont-
cru, It is quite possible that some Premier
might have a scheme in his mind about
wvhich, des-pite the financial stress, he might
be so satisfied, that hie might hie preplared
to .sell a trading concern to raise funds to
carry out tile scheine, and thus avoid the
necessity for securing an ajpropriationl of
money Ib' Parliament. For instance, the
Premier Ii so satisfied regarding- the success
of his Nornalup scheme that lie might be
tempted to adopt that cour-se. The Gov-
ernment would be wise to agree to a select
committee if only to provide safeguards
along the lines I have indicated. A spirit
of compromise is always a feature of Par-
liamnents in the British Dlominions, and if
a select committee were appointed, it might
be possible to furnish recommendations that
would reconcile the antagonistic views of
both sides of the House.

The Attorney General: Will you sugg-est
what course could be adopted along those
linies?

Mr. WVILLCOCK: I would be prepared to
suggest safeguards so as to protect the in-
terests of the State.

The Ak torney General: Will you furnish
any suggestions during the Committee stagc ?

MR. MUNSIE (flannans) [5.38]: The
Bill was not brought before the House until
the last dayv of the session.

The Attorney General: It was introduced
a month ago.

Mfr. MUNSIE: I know that.
The Attorney General: And you people

adjourned the debate.
Mr. MUNSIE: I was uinder the inipres-

-sian that when the Bill came up for dis-

cusion we would get some information from
speakers onl the Govern ment side of the
1IOLIAt'. If there wvere a sitting to be held
to-ut. u-row, I woaLud thore a-h" fit' followii4-
questions:-

(1) FTave the (1 overineuit had any offers
for the pu~rchase of Aily of the S,'tate trading
t-onrerns? (2) If so, has the existing Act
prevented thiucij fromn negotiating to a satis
f .actory, votichsioli with those inaltiag rh(
offer ? (3) If the~y have not had an offer ol
purchase, are they expecting suchel aln offei
within the next iveek? (4) 1? no. such offe,
is expected, what are tile reasons for the Gov
crnkineiit opposing the referring of the 3311
to a select committee?

I should v-ery much like to Eet replies th
those questions. Ever sinice the House mel
at 4.310 pm. yesterday we have endleaveuret
to get seine informantion fronm the (lovern
fluent as to why they ,'efuqe to let the Fl
go to a select comnmittee, but our efforts havi
been unavailiug. Onl the second reading
said the State Trading Concerns, Act was
detriment to the successful working of thos,
concerns. One of the points I should liki
to see inquired into is the aniount that ha
been paid b 'y the trading concerns in interes
onl borrowedl money, and the amiount of ear.,
ital that has Fbeen paid as profits into Con
siolidaced Revenue. W'ithout that informa
tion, no memiber can say whether the tradii!
conicerns have shown a loss or a proflt. It 1
unfair to say' that any trading concern show
a loss when the profits mnade by anothe
I radimg concern have to be paid into Con
solidated Revenue. The State Sawmill
have never yet shown a loss, but if a nie,
piece of machinery is wanted, the mianage
has to borrow the necessary money and pa
interest onl it, notwithstanding that the si
mnills have paid thousands of pounds jut
Consolidated Revenuec. That in itself

o~ Lite s-ul Ticient reas~n for- the appoinimer
of a select committee. If the Goveranmer
have had an offer for te purchase of an
of the trading concernts, why can they n(
let us know of it?

TIhe PremL~ier:- We have not had an offer.
Mr. MUNSIE: Then how does the Pri

mer know that the existing Act is detr
mlental to time sale of thtu trading, co-n.

The Premier: Yn know it is. You hv
the same offer as wve had.

Mr. MI'NSTE:- No offer of the sort w.-
ever made -while I was a member of the ]a
Gover-nment. I did hear rumours of an off'
made for the State Sawmils prior to ti
Collier Government taking office.
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The Premier;- What about the Westralian
Farmners?7

'Mr. IVUNSTE: Yes, there was that offer.
It was discussed and an agreement arrived
at and the agreement presented to Parlia-
ment for approval.

The 'Minister for Lands: What did Par-
liament do about it?

Mr. MAUNSIE: This House passed the
Bill. We got the agreement and got all the
information and made it known. Why can-
not you give us the information that you
have?9

The Attorney General: We have not had
a chance.

Mr. MYONSIE: You have had innumerable
chances during the present sitting. I will
sit down at once if the 'Minister will under-
take to get tip and answer seone of the ques-
tions asked by this side. Never since 1911
has there been in this House a Bill in -which
so much invested public money is involved,
nor has there been refused in this House or
in another place any request for the ap-
pointmient of a select committee.

The Premier: You have refused to ap-
point select committees.

'Mr. MAUINSIE : I do not remember an
instance.

The Premier: I do not think you are -right.
Mr. 3/UNSIE: Manyv were granted.
The Attorney General:- Of course.
Mr. MT.NSIE:- Why not grant this one ?

There has never been a Bill of more im-
portance before us.

The Attorney General; There has never
been a Bill on which a select committee could
do less work.

ML~r. 'MUNSIE : That is the Minister's
opinion.

The Attorney General: And yen know it,
too.

Mr. MUNS IE: I do not know nything
of the kind.

The Attorney General: Yes, you do.
Mr. QU NSIE: - No question dealt with !iy

Parliament during the last 10 years has
aroused so much public controversy, and
still the Attorney General maintains that
there is no need for a select committee. The
Bill means the continuance or abolition of
State trading.

The Attorney General: It does not.
Mr. MINUNSIE: I say it does. There is a

difference of opinion and there is room for
an inquiry.

The Attorney Geueral: i.Must wev( have a
select committee every timne there is a differ-
ence of opinion O

Mr, MUNSIE: No, but when the people
and the Parliament are almost equally
divided on a question, what greater justifica-
tion could there be for an inquiry? It wonld
not he so bad if Ministers would only supply
the information for which we have asked.

The Premier: You know enough about the
tr-ading concerns.

Mr. MNUN SIB: I know they should be left
alone.

The Minister for Lands: Thea yon do not
need a select conmnittee.

.1r". MYUNSIE : If the Government will
undertake to leave them alone, I shall not
ask for a select committee, but I wvant an
inquiry before we eupower any Ministry to
dispose of a trading concern without sub-
muitting the proposal to Parliament.

The Premier: You did not submit to PaR-
liament the sale of the State hotel at Bull-
finch.

Mr, MUN SIB: That was not a trading
concern; it was a hotel on a block of land
leased from the Government. The State did
njot run it and dlid not spend a penny piece
on the building.

LMr. Painton: And did not spend a bob in
it.

Mr. MUNSIE: If the Bill be passed, I
prophesy that any Minister who sells a trad-
ing coucern will not be returned to the
House. T[he Government are asking for
power to --ommit political suicide and I
am at a loss to understand their action. We
certainly have tried to save the Government
from themselves. During the last few weeks
there have been Many rumours and much
talk in the Federal Parliament of bribery
and corruption. If this Bill becomes law, and)
one of the trading concerns is sold, at what
the public believe to he less than its value,
a caharge of corruption will immediately arise
against the Govern ment. In fact, Ministers
nrc invitig the public to make such a charge
against them. I am surprised and astonished
at the olposition to this motion. Our re-
quest is survely a thoroughly reasonable one.

MIL PANTON (Leedervihle) [6.2]: Only
a short time ago the Premier bro-ught down
at Bill to give the Government the right to
build wooden houses. The Premier stressed
the necessity for finding work for carpen-
ters and for using up our own timber.
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The Premier: Which we have paid for
Mr. PANTON: That being so, it is neccg-

sary, to apjpoint a select committee to ascer-
tain whether it would be advisable to use
this timber before disposing of the State
Sawmlills, Indeed, it might equally be ad-
visable to ascertain whether the timber is
really on hand or not.

The Premier: It has been cut, stacked
and paid for, but it cannot be sold.

Mr. PAX.TON : My argument is that the
State Sawvmills should not be disposed of.
at all events until these houses have been
built.

The Premier: We must do s~omethinig with
the tinter.

Mr. PANTON: The scheme would not be
possible without the State Sawmills, for no
one could get the timber required for these
houses as cheaply as it could be obtained
through the agency of this trading concern.

The Premier: Oh, yes, they all charge the
same price.

Mr. PANTON : The only way to get to
the bottom of this matter is to appoint a
select committee to inquire into it. Let the
Premier respond to the appeals made to
him from all members on this side;i let him,
explain the Bill instead of merely forcing
the immediate question to a decision. He
cannot blame the Opposition for the situa-
tion which will arise if he refuses informna-
lion for which so ninny requests have been
made..

MR. McCALLUM* (South Jrenmantle-in
reply) [6.5]: Hon. members opposite, dur-
ig hours of discussion, have refused to

speak. I have nothing to reply to, except
possibly an isolated statement here :,nd there.
During the last two months the "West Aus-
tralian" ias said a great deal about the
poweit of caucus over the Federal Govern-
ment, but has there ever been such an ex-
hibition of caucus control over Government
and Parliament alike as has been made evi-
dent during this debate? -Ministers and
their followers sit, implicitly obeying en-ucus.

The Minister for Lands: lir. Speaker, is
the hon. member in order in introducing new%
znattpr? I understand that the rightt of reply
is restricted to matters discussed.

Mr. McCALLUM: The matter to which
I amn called upon to reply is the decision of
caucus gagging every member opposite. The
business of this country is inot being trans-
acted in the Parliament of the country, but

inl a roonm upistairs; and the people are not
permitted to know wvhat happens there.
Memibers opposite remain dumb; they are
simldy voting machines, without a con-
science, without an opinion, and not allowed
to express a conviction of any description.
If ever there was an expression of the power
of the p~arty machine, this debate has re-
voidled it. Never again can any member
sitting onl the Government side of the House
accuse the Labour Party, or anyone con-
nected with the Labour movement, of being
bound by the party machine.

The Premier: Of course we can.
Mr. MeCALLUM: In the Commonwealth

Parliament, when a Labour Caucus decision
is given on a ])arty issue, the matter is fually
explained on the floor of the House, and
debated at length. Here, no one on the
other side of the House dares to talk. The
threat of expulsion is held over their heads.
The country is denied any knowledge of
what is going on. If ever there was a shock-
ing exhibition of want of independence on
the part of Government supporters, and of
the lack of the righlt of free speech or the
expression of individual thought, we have
witnessed it during the last few days and
nights. On account of the threat held over
their heads that if they dared to speak in
defiance of the instructions issued from out-
side the House, members opposite know that
their political life would be ended. Through-
out the debate, two Ministers only have ex-
pressed their opinions. For the rest, Gov-
ernment members have been absolutely
speechless and helpless, not game to express
a single view. They have not the manli-
ness or the force of character that would
permit them to stand up and venture a
single view. They have had to obey the
p~arty machine and obey their instructions,
because of the threat of the Consultative
Council of what would lie done if they dared
speak. I want to deal with one or two
points raised by the "Ministers I have re-
ferred to. The Chief Secretary claimed
that Cabinet was more fit to handle the sales
of State trading concerns than Parliament.
This is the gentleman who, in common with
the Attorney General, made a definite de-
claration the other evening flint the mew-
hers of the present Government are in-
capable of lifting the State out of the pres-
ent financial depression! Both Ministers ad-
mnitted it was an impossible task for them,
and appealed to the Opposition generally
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to join the Government to help them out, Thie Premier : They represent over
a clear admission that there are more brains
inside Parliament as a whole than the Gov-
ernment themselves possess. Ini fact, three
Ministers said the Government ware in-
capable of shouldering that burden.

The Minister for Lands: Nothing of the
sort.

-Mr. McCALLUM: They said that unless
we joined them, they could not accomplish
the task ahead of them.

The Minister for Lands: I said nothing
of the sort.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Now they turn round
and say that Parliament is not so capable
of dealing with the position as are the
members of Cabinet. Which contention is
right? The view, expressed the other even-
inig or the one we have heard during the
debate onl the inotion7

The Attorney General: Your own fol-
lowers are laughing at you!

Mr. Coverley: Nothing of the sort.
Air. 'MeCALLL2J: Laughing at me!
The Attorney General: Of course they

are.
Mr. Coverleyv: We know how sincere

you are.
Mr. MeCALLUM1: We know how you got

the cane for what you said. We know
,v'tat the president of your political party
said in King's P'ark at a public function
tendered to the Premier. The president
said that hie hoped there would he no more
talk of that matter. I1 believe the Minister's
own statement was that hie was not at kick-
a-piece. I know hie got the cane. At any
rate three memblers of the Cabinet have
clearly indicated that they are incapable of
overcoming the present diepression and have
appealed fot' the support of the Opposition.
Then they tried to rob Parliament of the
power to dIeal with concerns in which mil-
lions of money are involved.

The Premier: You made a mistake when
you mentioned £2,000,000; you should have
said £5,000,000.

'Mr. MeCALLUM: No; you said
AC2,100,000. J know that the Leader of the
Opiposition read thle figures .out, and I
pointed out to the Preinier that the figures
hie had quoted were inaccurate.

The Premier: You are entirely wrong.
Mr. McCALLUM: I. do not know who

supplied the figur~es to the Premier, but they
were wrong.

.4,500,000.
Hon. 21A. F. Troy: That was the loss on

the group settlements.
The Premier : That was your loss, not

mine.

'.It. SPEAKER: Order! The losses on
glIMl p1 settlement cannot be discussed on the
miotion.

MrIt. MeCALLTM : The Chief Secretary
said lie could not understand the contention
advanced by the Opposition that the Gov-
ertnent were responsible for keeping menm-
hers here lby daor and night, and claimed that
I le responsibility was with Opposition mem-
bters themselves. To arrive at a conclusionl
on that point, it is necessary to decide what
wvould he at reasonable time to devote to a
diseussion of such anl important Bill, and to
('onisider whether the devotiotn of one day's
sitting for that purpose was adequate to
enable uts to decide the issue. There can be
tlo question regarding the decision that was
il,'iived at in at room upstairs, when caucus
decided that the Bill had to be passed at one
sitting. When thie Leader of the Opposition
replied to, the Premier, you, 1Mr. Speaker,
rose to jpill thIe liuetion,. No memiber en
tlie Governmelnt side of the House rose to
speak and J took tlp the debate. There was
11ot a single Illove oil the Government side.
When v-c started to discuss the matter, we
were kept here until the discussion was comn-
p~leted. The ar-gumnent that one sitting was
a reasonable ltme to devote to at discussion
of this niea~ure, is disproved by the fact that
frequently Bills of far less importance have
occupied more ltme than that before they
were completed. The Attorney General in-
Icrjeeted that we had taken more time o)n
thle discussion of this Bill than had been de-
voted to the Arbitration Act. The question
of' time is Itot tile issue; the Government had
decided that one sittitng only was to be
allowved for members to deal with the present
Bill., We protested and are still protesting
ag-aillst that- I find that to the Arbitration
Pill of 1 925 there were devoted 15 sittings.
Yet the Attorney General has said by inter-
je-tion that more time has been given to the
Bill tnow before us than was permitted for
the consideration or the Arbitration Bill.
Thete was4 then no motion limiting the dis-
cussion, nor- were there any late sittings. The
fullest information was given and every
oppjortunity afforded for discussion during
those 15 sitting2s. yet this Government are
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tryingy to force this Bill throughl in one
sitting.

The Premtier:. Who told you that?
Mr. M1cCAT 1LUM: You have told us. We

protest against the forcing of a measure
like this through in one sitting. The member
for Pingelly said the State trading concerns
were at anl advantage as coinpared with pri-
vate enterprise in that they paid no rates
and taxes. When I moved the motion, 1
used figures which showed that the State
Sawmills had paid a quarter of a muillion
pounds in royalties to the Forests Depart-
ment. Does the hon. member know that
until recently 3Afillar's never paid any roy-
alty on their concessions?

The Premier: 'Millar's are paying royalty
flow.

Mr. MseCALLUM: Only during the last
year or two. They have had all that advan-
tagfe as agaHinst the State Sawmills. And
when M1ilar's lost time during the war
period the time lost was added to thieir conm-
cession. Thnt is another advantage they
have had. The Premier has said there will
he no hole-and-corner deals when it comes
to the selling of the trading concerns, no
negotiations in the dark. In view of that,
will the Premier explain why it is he has
insisted on these all-niglht sittings, the pro-
ceedings of which he knows will nlot be re-
ported in the Press andi, consequently, will
not reach the public. Why has the Premier
in that way prevented the public from hear-
ing, all the valid arguments that have been
advanced against the selling of the trading
concerns without the approval of Parlia-
meat? If the samne tactics are to he used
in the selling of thle trading- Concerns as have
been applied to the disenssion of the Hilt in
this. House, it is evident the public will not
be allowed to know what is g-oing onl. We
can only be guided as to the future by what
bus been happeningf up to the p'resent.

The Premier . You allowed nobody to
know of the negotiations% with the Westra-
lien Farmers; concerning- thle partnership
with the State Implement Works.

Air. 'MeC ALIXUM: This is the place w-hero
such a thing should be made known, and wre
made it known here. We did not hide any-
thing. The agreement wvas not drawn when
the Bill came here, hut the contents of the
agreement wvere given to the House, and
when the Bill wentt to another place thle
agreement, being tlhen concluded, went there
also,
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The Premier: But you did not give it out
to thle public.

Mr. MecCALLUM: This is where you give
it out to the public. This is where we came
with all the information, supplying in detail
the contents of the agreement; and subse-
quently that agreement was; sent to another
place.

The Premier: No, no.
Mr. McCAI4LUM : You will denly any-

thing if you deny that.

The Premier: Another place had to insist
upon having it.

Mr. MeCALLUM: They asked for it and
got it. Imimediately the agreement was com-
pleted it was sent to another place. That is
all we are asking for now. I again expres
the hope that the Government will agree to
let the Bill go to a select committee.

Question put and a division taken with
the f~ollowing result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 22

No's

Majority -%gainst .

%ir. Collier
Mr. Corbor
Mr. Coverley
Sir. Cunnlinghamt
Mr. Hegney
Miss Hoiaon
Mr. Johnson
Sir. K60uLt4..j
Mr. Lanonid
SirT. Murshall
MI, MoCllura

Mir. Angelo
Mr. anrnari
Mr. Brown
Mr. Davy

Mr. IDony
Sr. Prgluot
Jr. Griffiths
Mr. Kecu~an

M~r. Latham
M r. Lindsay
Mr. 3. 1. Ma1nn
Mr. MeLnrty

AYE.
Mr. Luley

Amis.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
MIr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.

.24

2

.%tlllngton
Menu Le
FanLon
Raphael
Sleaman
Troy
Walker

Wansbrough
WVil bock
Witers
Wilson0

(Taeller).

Sir rmnes MItrhplI
Mr. Parker
M r. Patrick
Mr. Pintoe
%Ir, Richardson
M r. Samnpson
Mr. Seaddan

.1. H. Smith
M r. J. M. SVltb
Mr. Thorn
.Mr. Wells
.ir. North

( Teller.)1

PAIR.
I NO.

i Mr. If. W. Mann

Question thus negatived.
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As to Committee Stage.

THE PREMIER (lion. Sir Jamnes 3fit-
ehell--Northam) [0.45]: 1 mnove-

That the Speaker do now leave the Chair
and the House resolve into a. Committee of
the whole to consider the Bill.

MR. McCALLUM (South Fremantle)
[6.46] : 1 do not know why there should be
such unseemly haste to go into Committee.
There is plenty of time ahead of us. The
Government have not been in a hurry dur-
ing the last few months to get the Bill into
Committee. Why the haste at the last mo-
ment? The question is that the Speaker do
now leave the Chair. I want to know wv'
the Government are anxious for the Speaker
to leave the Chair now. Why should th-C
Speaker get out of the Chair at this momtent?
The House is entitled to hear the reason
from the Premier:- I resent the Speaker's
beiiig ordered about like that. The House
should protect him until we know wvhat is
in the mind of the Premier. The Speaker
will certainly be more comfortable in his
Chair until he has had breakfast. I move
an amendment-

That all the words after ''That'' be struck
out and the following added:-"tbis House
will on this day three months resolve itself
into Committee.",

Hlon. P'. Collier: That will give decent
time.

The Premier:. If there was any reason
for haste, it must have existed during the
last couple of months.

Mr. AfeCALLUXI: TI' he Premier would not
bring on the Bill for weeks, but lie now
wants to rush it through. It was first in-
troduced in the Council on the 12th August.
It was, in fact, the first Bill to be intro-
duced during the session, and is the last one
to be dealt with. The second reading was
moved on the 28th September, five weeks
after the introduction of the Bill. Another
three weeks elapsed before the third read-
ing wais passed. This makes a total of eigzht
weeks during which the Bill was in the
Council:' On the 9th October it reached this
House, and a further nine weeks; elapsed
before the second reading was moved. This
makes a total of 17 wveeks betwveen the in-
troduction of the Bill in the Council, and
the moving of the second reading in this
Chamber. We are told the Government hare
been grenerous in the leingth of time they
have allowed us for a discussion on this Bill.

If there has been any generosity it has been
displayed by this side of the House. We
,could have torn the Premier's Bills to rib-
bone hut we assisted him to get thein through.
The Government now say to us, "You stay
here until you have passed this Bill." There
is no parallel to this in the history of the
'House. It never would have arisen but for
instructions given from outside. On seve-
ral oceasions during the session we were
sent home at 9 pan, because there was no
business to be done. On two occasiust the
House was adjourned over a period. Only
unimportant Bills were brought down week
after weekc, but still we continued to help
the Government.

Mr. Kennealy: The House was adjourned
over two periods because the Premier c;ould
not trust his -Ministers to carry on.

Mr. UeCALL'UM: We are accused of de-
lay, whereas the fault is all on the side of the
G~overnmrent. In view of the Government's
delay of 18 weeks, is my demand for three
months' delay unreasonable? Compara-
tively with the Governmnent's pr2ogress, I
a1m2 ruishing-. Thir-teen wveks to the Commit-
tee stage is moderate, relatively to the Pre-
mier's interval of IS wveeks.

P~oint of Order,

The Minister for Lands: I rise to a point
4f order. Standing Order 27-1 provide,-

After the second reading, unless it he
mnoved ''That this :Bill he referred to a select
comnmittee,'' the Speaker shall put the qucs-
tion, ''That the Speaker do now leave the
Chiair, and the House resolve itself into a
Colnntitte[' of the whole for the consideration
of this Bill.''

MV. Marshall : Is the 3linister asking [or
a uling?, Surely hie cannot make a speech

anid. read from a hook.
M.Nr. Speaker: Order! The 'Minister for

La~nds hans risen to a- point of ordler. I1 have
tot yet heard what his point of orcLer is.

Th'le Mtinister for Lands: I ask your r~t1-
ing, 'Mr. Speaker, as to whether the member
for South Freniande is in order in movingll
ain armendmnent to the nmotion of' the- L-eador
of the House. I refer you, Sir, to '-tanding-
Order 271.

1r. Speaker: The 'Minister far Loads has
refered me to Standinr Order 271. 1 hanve
tenad it. I refer the Minister to Staniding-
Order 271, which provides-

Amendments miay' be moved to the question
for the Speaker to leave the Chair, by leav ing
out all the words after ''that,y' in order to



[18 DrFElnia, 1930.] 2857

add the wordIs '~ I ThiHouse will, , n this dlay
three mou ths (or- six c nitlus, lir other t fliP),

resolve itself in to tCoulii ittee oil this '!lL-I

There is nothing in the Standing Orders to
prevent any member f rom moving that
amendment and speaking to it.

Debate resumed.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I had made quite sure
that the Standing orders permitted this

notin. n a pirt of reasonableness I have
suggested the shortest period mentioned in
Standing Order 273, three month.. The
Governent have been loafing on their job,
and now come with a last-minute rush.
WVhich side has been wasting time-he Gov-
ernment, or the Opposition? Alter at delay
of 18 weeks, the Premier demanded that
the Bill should be dealt with in a single sit-
ting, the idea being to prevent the Oppo -sition from educating the people onl the sub,-
ject, and to present the Opposition to the
imbuie in a false light. All the unreason-
ableness and procratstination have been on
the other side. Thle Premier has already
said that there may he another session necxt
Pebniary. Mfy amendment is timted to tit
in with the proposed session. This, I le first
Bill to be introduced, is the last to be de-
bated. The Government say there is no like-
lihood of an immediate sale of any) trading
concern, as capital is niot available it, these
times. We know how hard-pressed the (Gov-
ernment are, and if a,, offer of ready cash
wvere miade, they might lie tempted to .sacri-
l ice one of the concerns. No harm could
result, in these circumstances, if the matter
were delayed, as I suggest. 'in fact, I
offer the Government a qunicker way of pass-
ing the Bill than they are tbemselves aide
to accomplish at present.

MR. KENNEALLY ( East Perth) [7.13]:
Tf the amnendlmen t lie aztre'd to, it will gi ve
Parliaiment the opportunity to secure in-
formation that we are seeking, hut have not
been able to secure. If it he agredti
wiill not diisadvanitage the Glovernment.

Thle Premier: You have already caused
months of delay.

-.%r. KENN\EALLY: The Premier would
get three months if lie -ot his deserts.

The Premier: I think you would be
hanged.

Mr. I{ENNEALLY: Certainly no harm
will be done if we delay matters for three

months, so that we "lay get the information
w-c wvant. I am sure the Government have
the information, and if they desired to give
it to us, they would do so. It they did that,
we would not seek the three months' exten-
sion. The only objection that could he raised
to that suggestion would be that the Gov-
ernmnent admitted the possibility of giving

lme concerns away.

The Premier: We w'ill never give them
away.

Mr. KENEALLY: Then why object to
the three mo~nths' extension? Apparently
Ministers are not prepared to take the House
into their confidence. What harm could be
,!one if the further conmsideration of the Bill
wvere deferred until the special session is
held in a few months' tinme. The member
for South Fremnantle referred to the history
of (lie Bill since it was first introduced in
the Legislative Council, butl hie could have
lealt with the matter in greater detail, since

it was first introduced here ott the 9th Qe-
tolwr at the First rending stage. It was lost
sight of by the Premier, locked awray in his
poCssesion. It was introduced onl the 13th
October, but he (lid not move the second
reading until the 10th November. The Min-
isier for Works has said that that was
nearly a month.

The Attorney General: lie meant, of
course, nearly a mouth ago.

Mr. KE Z-'NEALLIY: The second reading
wvas moved onl the 19th November, but no
further opportunity was afforded for dis-
(ulsslon until the 16th December, since when
the Government have made a determined
(ifort to rush the Bill through. it the first
place there was undue delay; in thie second,
undue haste. On many occasions this House
has adjourned ait an early hour, notwith-
standing that this Bill wans awaiting dis-
eu~sioll: in fact, it was clear to all that the
RMuse adjournecd early b~ecatuse our pro-
gress down the Notice Paper had brought
us close to this Bill. Again, this Hill was
the first of all to be dealt with in another

p~late, wvhereas it is the last to be discussed
in this House. The Government have denied
uts the information we require and have
dieniid us thme select committee by which we
hoped to get that information. It places
die (lover tunent in a unfortunate position,
for while Ave feel sure they have the infor-
mnation yet they w~ill not take us into their
tonfidence. We are entitled to ask why the
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Government, having the information, wvill
not give it to us.

The PREMIER: I move-
That the House do now divide.

Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

24
22

Majority for .. 2

Mr. Angelo
M r. Barnard
A]r. Browni
Mr. Davy
M r. Donev
Mr. lerguso.n
M r. Griffiths
Mr. Keenan
M r. Latham
t.4r Lindsay
Mr. J. 1. Moon
Mr. MeLarty

NOES.

Sir
AiMr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
* Mr.

M r.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.

James Mitchell
Parker
Patrick
Please
Richardson
Sampson
Sead dan
.J. Hi. Smut'
.3. MI. Smith
Thorn
Wells
North

(Teller.)

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
NJr.
Mr.
M1 r.
M61r.
%I r.
Mr.
Mr.
161 r.
Mr.
Mr.

Angelo
Barnard
Brown
Davy
Do±e .

Ferguson
Griffiths
Keenan
LAtham
Lindsay
J. 1. Mann
McLarty

M r. Collier
Mr. Corboy
M r. Coverley
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Hegney
Miss Holman
MIr. Tohnsoin
Mr. Kvnreally
3Tr. Lamond
M6!r. Marshall
Mr. McCallum

Si r
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Ai r.
M1 r.

James Mitchell
Parker
Patrick
Please
Richardson
Sampson
Scaddan
J. H. Smith
J5. M6. Smith

Mr. Thorn
Mr. Wells
Mr. North

NOES.

MIr.
Mtr.
Itlr.
Mr.
Mi r.
Mr.
Mr.

* Mr.
* Mr.

M r.
MIr.

(Teller.) MAr.
.A1r.
Mr.

Millington Mr.
Iluosie Mr.
Panio. Mr.
Raphael M r.
Slee.man Mr.
Troy Mr.
Walker Mr.
Wanabrough Mr.
Wilironk Mrt.
Withers
Wilson

(7eler.)

Motion (elosnre) thus passed.

Amendment (three nifolths) putl, and a
division taken with the following, result:-

Ayes
Yoes

22
~24

Majority against . . 2

Amrendmnent (three months) thus nega-
tived.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

'Majority for

Angelo
BSmara
B~rown
Davy
Coney

Ferguson
Criffitlis
Keenan
L~stb.m
Lindsay
J7. 1. Mann
McLarty

bit Collier
Mr. Carboy

Mr. Coverley
M1r. Cunningham
Mr. Hegney
Miss Holman
Mr. ln,,
Mr. Keaneally
Mr. L.Anond
Mr. Marshall
Mr. MceCollum

A Yes.
Sir
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
7Al r
Mr.
161r.
M r.
M61r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

NOE,i.

M r.
M r.
Mr.
M r.

M r.
Mr.

.24
22

.. 2

James Mitchell
Parker
Patrick
Please
Richardson
Sampson
Braddan
.3. H. Smith
J1. M. Smith
Thorn
\VellS
N orth

(Tell"r.)

1611111ngtoti
Munale
Panton
Raphael
Sleemn
Troy
Walker
WVansbrnughi
willoock
Withers
Wilson

(Tell"r.)

Mr ')olli
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Hegney
Miss Holman
!Jr. .ohnsnhi
Mr. Kenneaili
Mr. Lamond
Mr. Marshall
Sir. McCallum

AYES.

* Mr.

Mr.
* Mr.

Mr.

Question thus passed.

Pe1n0 to

Rapbae:

Troy
Walker
Waisbrougb
Willcocc

Wilson

In Commvittee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair; the Prernier
in charge of tihe Bill.

Mr. PANTON: Before Clause 1 is dealt
With I should like to know whether it would
he possible for the business of tile Corn-
mnittee to proceed without any adjournment

Tellr.) for breakfast, under which arrangement
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members could break their fast in relays.
Standing Order r274 says-

A,, i astruc tionmtay lbe movedl to the Comi-
inittee ont the Bill but ought not to be moved
by way of amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: So far as I can see,
the Standing Order cannot be connected
with breakfast. I do not know what the
hon. memb~er is seeking to attain.

Mr. PANTON: My object is to save time
and allow you to carry on the work of the
Committee.

The CHiAIIJLN: Whien breakfast is
ready, the fact will be announced by the
Preouder, and the Commrittee wvill adjourn
for the specified time.

Mr. PAXTON: From whom do you take
your orders?

The CHIAIRMXAN: I can assure the hon.
member that I wilt do my job and take iny
instructions from the Leader of the House.

Opposition Members: Oh!
The CHATIRMAN: I afl now referring

only to the question of breakfast.
Hon. 1. F. Troy: It was a tremendous

admission.

Clause 1-Short Title:
Mr. SLEEMIAN: It would be wrong to

pass the Bill with this short Title, which
is a misnomer. The Premier has informned
us most definitely that there is no likeli-
hood of buyers coming along with offers
equivalent to the values of these concerns.
There is something behind the scenes That
ii causing the Government to push the mea-
sure through in such a hurry. I move all
aumen~dment-

That a fter ''the,'' in I inc 1, there be in-
serted ' Sneri fiviing of.*
The Bill will then be described as the Sac-
riflii i' of State Trading Concerns Act. If
the Gjovernment will not allow a week or two
for thme discussion of the Bill they must in-
tend to sacrifice the concerns.

The CHAIR'MAN: I regret that [ must
refuse to accept the amendment of the mem-
her for Fremantle. The hon. member will
readily realise that the words "Sacrificing
of" will alter the denotation of tile Bill.

Diqseni from Ch~airmn's ruling.

Mr. Sleeinmn: I am) sure the Speaker
will readily recognise that my amendment
is perfectly prop~er. I mov-

That the Committee dissent fronm the
Chairman's ruling.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Chairman reported the dissent.

Mr. Sleejuan: I moved to add the words
"the sacrificing of" to the title of the Bill,
and the Chairman ruled the amendment out
of order as at variance with the denotation
of the Bill. We have the admission of the
Government that there is no possibility of
a buyer being found for the trading con-
cerns and from the Government's haste to
get the legislation through, we can draw the
one logical conclusion that they want to get
rid of the concerns at any cost.

Mr. Speaker: It is not necessary to go
into that now.

.Ur. Sleeman: Those were the grounds I
was urging in support of the armendment,
and I hope you will rule it in order.

M r. Speaker: The Chairman ruled that
he could not accept the amendment as being
foreign to the title, and I shall read to the
hon. member the reason why I uphold the
Chairman's ruling:-"Amiendmients are out
of order when they are irrelevant to the
Bill." I maintain that the words "saeri-
ficing of" are absolutely irrelevant to the
Bill, and I uphold the Chairman's ruling.

Committee resumed.

Mr. ANGELO: The clause refers to the
State Trading Concerns Act 1916. I think
it should refer to the 1917 Act and I pre-
sume it is a clerical error.

The CHAIRMAN: If it is a clerical error,
that can be dealt with without an amend-
ment. being, moved.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: floes not the
mnember for Gascoyne intend to move an
aniendmuenL to rectify the clause?

Mr. Ang~elo: It is not necessary.
The 'Minister for Works: On a point of

order., You, Mr. Chairman, put the clause
anid I and several others called "Aye." After
you have called for the vote, no one can rise
to speak.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is true that
the Chairman "'as putting- the question, but
I was on my feet before the "Noes" were
called.

Mr. Panton: And the Chairman called
upon you.

Hon. WV. Di. JOHNSON: That is so. The
point I wish to make is that we are dealing
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with a Bill that reached us from another
place, where it had been passed. Are we
justified in amending a Bill sent from the
Council, if it is not in order' We are
asked to Pass a Bill to amend an Act that
does not exist, and it is not on the statute-
book. The member for Gascoyne has pointed
out that there is no such Act as the State
Trading Concerns Act, 1916. If it is a
clerical error you, M1r. Chairman, will
exercise a grave responsibility in allowing
the measure to he dealt with.

,The Premier: The Bill is all right. The
Act is dated 1916, but was assented to in
1917.

Mr. Panton: Yes, the member for Gas-
covie wvas wrong. It is the 1916 Act.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Then it is all
rig-ht. I am sure that the member for Gas-
coyne did not deliberately mislead the Com-
mittee.

The CHAIRiMAN: It is not necessary to
proceed along those lines.

Clause pat and passed.

Clause 2-Amendment of Section 25:

Miss HOLMAN: I move an amendment:
lThat the following proviso be added to the

,clause : -" Prov idocI that the State Sawillfs
shall not be sold or lease(] wit hout the eon -
sor~t of Parliamient."

The Sawmills have returned a profit to the
State, and in these days of fiancial stress
we should not dispose of a concern that is
contril)uting substantially to the revenue.
Trhere is no necessity whatever to get rid
of the State Sawmills, for they are a fine
asset, Akll of them are right up to date
in every respect. We have had from the
Premier two different statements as to the
amount of capital invested in these trading
concerns. Whichever of the two statements
may luc the right one, there is no doubt the
amiount invested in the sawmills is £369,000,
while the overdraft, relpresentinz wvoikint-
expenises, is £103,000, the total capital in-
vested in the sawmills being £532,000. The
sawmills have been goin ' for miany years,
and during- the whole of that time thy have
paid interest and profit to the Treasury.
The original capital of the satnuiflis iu
showvn ngainiqt them, no utattar what profit
they mary have mnade and handed over. Interesit
1pillr bylte sawmills amounts to £343,000,
and depreciation to £327,000, or almost as
mnuch as the original capital. And they

have paid into the Treasury by way of
profits £273,000, in addition to which £46,000
has been paid ais sinking fund. The total
of these figures atuounts to almost a million
pounds. It is just about the s.ame as tie
deficit the Government have piled up in
the last five months' operations-which
.shows how fast time Government work. The
value of stock at the sawmills on thme 30th
June last was £277,000. The State mills
hlave IEver stopped work, although all the
other companies ]lave been on short time.
Yet the Government are seeking authority'
to sell the State Sawmills without parlia-
imietary' approval. Those mills have been
working under very inuch better conditions
than hlave the other mills, notwithstauding
that the private mills do not pay any royalty
onl most of their concessions, and have not
nearlyA so large a bill for railway freight as is
presented periodically to the State mills
which, bking farther front the railways, have
the inore to pay in freights. Also the State
mills are onl the Western Australian basic
wage, whereas the private mills are on the
Federal basic wvage and thus enjoy an ad-
vantage of 5s. Ag-ain, the State mills work
a 44-hour week whereas the private mills
have a week of 48 hours. Yet the State
Sawmills last year made a profit of £5,240,
allowed £14,000 for depreciation, and paid
sinking fund of £2,383. Now this Commit-
tee is asked to say the -Minister may sell
the mills without the approval of Parlia-
ment; indeed, another place has definitely
committed itself to that policy. ria. cot,-
tention, that the State Sawmnills should pay
income tax leads us to the rather absurd
conclusion that the State should tax itself.
Since their inception the mils have paid
£236,000 in royalty, and in railway freights
have paid 14 millions pounds. In wages
they have paid approximately £3,000,000
and in harbour dues £ 70,000. Can this be
the sort of trading concern the Government
wish to sacrifice! The member for Nelson
asked who would buy the State Sawmills
and what would be offered for them. That
remark indicated to mme that the lion. muem-
her has a buyer in his eye and that the mills
are going to he sacrificed.

The Premier: That is nts a ice thing
to say.

Miss HOLMAN : Insinuations hurled at
members on this side during the last few-
days have been very mutch worse than that.
I can only conclude he knows something
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that we have not been told. In normal
times the State Sawmills employ from 1,000
to 1,500 mepn. At present they are employ-
ing 600 to 700. The only reason why they
arc working at present is that they are State-
owned.

Mr. Marshall: Are Jugo Slays or Italians
employed?

Miss HLOLMAN: No.
Air. Marshall: Private mills employ them.

Miss HOLILAN: Yes. State Sawmills do
not employ any foreigners who have not
their families here or who are not natural-
ised.

Mr. Marshall: You cannot say that of the
other mills.

Miss HOLMAN: T1 know of one mill which
employs about 50 per cent. of foreigners.
If ten Britishers. asked for work they would
not get it, hut if two foreigners applied,
they would be kept uptil a job was avnilable
for them. The machinery in the Argyle
mill is not up to date and the shanties are
not fit for dogs to live in.

The Premier: It has been there for many
years.

Miss ROLMAN: Private owners squeeze
their employees in order to make dividends.
The houses on the State mills are fit for
habitation, those at Wuraming No. 4 mill
being as good as workers' homes in the met-
ropolitan area. The houses on other State
mills are very good, and the employees have
been treated -veil. There have been no seri-
ous labour troubles. The profits earned re-
main in the State and are not sent away to
pay dividends to shareholders. Private em-
ployers arc so intent on earning dividends
that they have not the money to instal up-
to-date machinery and house their employees
properly. At Millars' mnills I have seen
house roofs falling in and rats running
about. 'Mr. W. J. George, when M.inister.
said that the State Sawmills were of won-
derful value to the State and he would not
let his Estimates pass -without giving them
his quota, of praise. The State Sawmills
supply timber to Government departments
at a special discount and have provided a
good many karri sleepers for the trans-Aus-
tralian railway. An extract fromn the re-
port of the Commonwealth railways for the
year ended 30th June. 1929, stated that the
various Plasses of sleepers in the main line
and sidings were 1,945,140 jaha, 408,597
powellised karri and 90,588 of Tasmanian
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stringy bark.
follows .

Renewals have been made as

Jarrab. Kerrn. Stringy, Total.
Prior to Jiulit,

1926 .. 17,707
flenr ended

Stine, 1927 -3,P77
Year ended

,June, 1928 3,784
Year elided

June, 1024) 4,997

Total renewed

6.3 t 25,463 43,,%

4199 11,341 17,217

499 5,573 9,856

3 75 5,375 10,747

to June, 1929 31,8615 -1,4104 47J752 81,62t.

l'ercerage re-
a we,l I . . 1.638 0,490 52.730

dSittin9 suepeededl from 8.30 to 9.,f, a.mn.

Point of Order.

Hon. W,. D. Johnson : 1 desire to raise
what is a serious point, whether we can con-
stitutionally proceed further withi the Bill
owing. to its having originated in another
place. As the measure is in the nature of
a mioney Bill, and deals with1 trading con-
cerns thiat are provided for in the AnnuMw
Estimatesq, and as their sale may mean a~
burden upon the people, 3 contend it should
have originated in this Chamber, and not
in another place. As it dlid originate in
the Council, the Bill, in may opinion, is out
of order. We are always very strict in ro-
gard to the control of public funds. We lay
it down definitely in our Constitution tt
that the control of revenue shall be the sole
responsibility of the Assemnbly. I submit
that this Bill is essentially a money Bill.
We introduce Annual Estimates, dealing
with State trading concerns. The very fact
that they are subject to special annual Es-
timiates indicates that they are in the nature
of revenue concerns. We know that certain
of these undertakings have annually contri-
buted to the revenue of the State. If we
intei-fere in any way with the revenue of
the State we can do so only by initiating
legislation in this Chamber. The Bill pro-
poses to interfere with the revenue of the
State, to set aside the Annual Estimates,
to render them non-existent, and muke theni
IL]PIY to nothing. The foundation upon
whith the Estimates are based will be cast
aside if this Bill passes. I do not say the
Assembly has not a perfeet right to act in
any wa-y it deems advisable in the public
interest in the matter of revenue and ex-
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penditure. If the Hill had originated here
it would have been quite in order, but as
it originated in another place, the very im.h
portant Point as to whether or not. it is in
order immediately presents itself.

The Premier: Our own Standlim, Orders
cover the point.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: They deal with the
rights and privileges of the Assembly and
lie Council. The Constitution Act limits
the power of the Council. Our Constitution
Act follows largely the customs and usages
of the House of Commons and the Ilouse
of' Lords. Under the heading of privileges
and legislation by the Lords, Mlar' says-

BlY the jpiactive an1141isage lhnqed upon01 that
ri-solution, the Lords -ire excluded, not only
fromn the power of initiating or amending
Bills dealing with the public (wqIeIIliture or
revenue-

This is distinctly a measure dealing with
the basis of revenue-

- -but also for initiating puiblic Bills which,
wEIU Id -reatv a eliarge u~pon fthe people-

One can say that tlhe State tradime, concerns
are competitors to lprotect the people from
exploitation. The Bill may, in its opera-
dions, create a charge upon the people.

plnviren t of those charges.

In the first place, this Bill deals wvith rev-
enue. The fact that the records of Parlia-
nient, the Public Accounts, and the Auditor
General's report Pro~ve that these toncerns
we are dealing with contribute to the rev-
enute of the State, should enhance the point
I am making. Profits have been mad~e ann',
ally by State trading concerns and money
tias been paid by them into Consolidated
Revenue. At the foot of the State trading
concerns Estimates will be seen thc amounit
of revenue it is anticipated will 1he received
and automatically transferred to Consoli-
dated Revenue. The annual receipts by the
State are increased b 'y the profits of these
trading concerns. The Estimates themselves
indicate that there is an estimated balance
for transfer to Consolidated Revenue funds,
and that the amount to he transferred to
that fund on these particular Estimates is
R22.000. At the foot of the reference to
each of these concerns is a definite statement
that there will be a contribution from
some of them to Consolidated Revenue.
Even the Budget iutroduced by the

Treasuirer included the estimated Rev-
cane from these State trading concerns.
I admit that the point should have been
taken earlier, but it is not my respon-
sibilitv to watch these matters. The Gov-
erment should have appreciated the situa-
tion. If the Bill operates, it will have a
direct effect upon the revenue of the State.
I cannot find any authority but agrees that
anything appropriating or transferring
from revenue must originate in the people's
Chamber. This matter is one of serious
concern. We must take the point as soon
as thre mistake is discovered. The Bill may
reduce the revenue of the State, and there-
fore it i s a money Bill and should not have
originated in another place. Initiation of
legislation of this kind is the sole preroga-
tive of this Chamber. The Legislative
Council has no such authority. The Coun-
cil having exceded its authority and done
something that is contrary to the Constitu-
tion Act, you, Mr. Chairman, must rule that
the Bill is out of order. It is out of order
owing to the fact that the Council cannot
appropriate or restrict or interfere with
public income. I submit the point, and
claim that the Bill is out of order.

The Attorney General: An impression
has beeni generally created in this Chamber
that the member for Guildford-Midland is
an aspirant for leadership. He has indeed
been aefive during the last few months,
since lie was relieved of the necessity of
following a Government. I have always
understood that an aspirant for leadership
desires to give some proof of judgment.

Miss Holmnan: On a point of order, Mr.
Chairman, has this anything to do with the
point taken by the member for Guildford-
Midland ?

The Chairman: I will ask the Attorney
General to deal with the point of order.

The Attorney General: I have always
understood that a claim to leadership and
a claim to judgment go together.

Miss Hiolman: There are rumours that
You, too, were aslbinz to leadership, you
know.

The Attorney General: Never have I
hieard, even at this time of the morning, so
miserable a point as this taken.

Hion. W. D. Johnson: Abuse is no argu-
ment.

The Attorney General: I am not abusing
the hon. member; I am abusing his argu-
ment.
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Hon. W. D. Johnson: I do not mind, but
it would be well to argue instead of abus-
iag.

The Attorney General: I never descend to
abuse of persons. but I am entitled to ex-
press my opinion of the argument which
has been put forward.

Miss Holman: You have been expressing
your opinion of the lion. member.

The Attorney G;eneral: If the member
for Forrest desires my opinion of the hon.
member who has raised the point-

Miss Holman:- We have had it.
The Attorney General: No. If my opinion

of that hon. member is desired, I will tell
the Committee that 1 have the greatest re-
speet for him.,

Mr. Kenneally: You have a curious
method of showing it.

The Attorney General: Not at all cur-
ious. The point taken is that this measure
should have originated in this Chamber.
Fortunately, under the law of Western
Australia the measures which may be dealt
with in this House, and must be dealt with
in this House, and the measures which can-
not he initiated in another House, are defin-
itely and clearly laid down in the Constitu-
tion Act-not in the Standing Orders. Sec-
tion 46 of the Conistitution Act lays down -

Bills appropriating revenue or moneys or
imposing taxatio In shall not originate in the
Legislative Council.

That being clearly and definitely laid down
in the Constitution Act, it is perfectly ob-
vious, as indeed the member for Guildford-
Midland himself has said, that the inference
to he drawn is that all other measures may
originate in the Legislative Council.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: As long as they do
not interfere with revenue.

The Attorney General: Nothing is said
about interfering with revenue.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Show how this Bill
does not appropriate.

The Attorney General: I will ask the hon.
member to show how this measure is ap-
propriating. The hon. member may just
as well say that a measure introduced into
this House to provide that trains shall have
six wheels instead of four is a measure ap-
propniatinig revenue.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: There are the An-
nual Estimates, special Estimates.

The Attorney General: Yes; we have the
Estimates and we have watches and cigar-

ettes in our pockets; and those watches and
cigarettes are as much to the purpose. I
do not think the lion. member seriously ex-
pec~ts the Committee to ag-ree with him on
the point he has raised. He might, if he
thought, it an important point and so ob-
vious as he has suggested, have discovered
it a long time ago.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I admit that, but
it is not my sole responsibility.

The Attorney General: ] shall not carry
the matter further, but will refer you, Mr.
Chairman, to Section 46 of the Constitution
Act, which lays down in the clearest possi-
hle language, the Bills which cannot orig-
inate in the Legislative Council; and I put
it to you that this Bill by no conceivable
stretch of the imagination can come within
that definition.

The Chairman: Ini reply to the member
for Guildford-Midland and the point of or-
der raised by him, I have read Section 46
of the Constitution Act.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Are you giving
your decision, Sir?

The Chairman: Yes. Does the hon. mem-
ber wish to speak?

Hon. T. Walker: There is no question
about the inability of the Legislative Coun-
cil to originate a, Bill that may impose a
burden upon the people and I submit that
the Bill is one that may do so, but in quite
a different way from that provided in the
Constitution, the Standing Orders or in ac-
cordance with parliamentary usages. T he
Bill may be a dead letter from the time it
leaves the Governor's hands, (but it may
amount to a vital amendment of oar annual
monetary provisions, and it will certainly
infringe upon the ordinary rules of pro,.
cedure. It has to be considered whether it
is a Bill that is likely to amend our existing
prov-isions regarding revenue and expendi-
ture. The effect of the Bill is that it need
not originate in the Council nor yet in the
Assembly. The whole manipulation of mone-
tary considerations under a sale would be
entrusted to an irresponsible body so far as
the finances are concerned, with the result
that the House need not be informed of
what is done by that body, which is free
from all responsibility. Bills that affect
revenue and expenditure must originate in
the Legislative Assembly. While the Bill
makes no express provision for appropria-
tion, it does provide for the possibility of
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infringing what is so sacred under the Brit-
ish Constitution, the right of this House
over monetary considerations. I admit there
is one phase of doubt in that the Bill does
not strictly appropriate or impose taxation;
but we may take away taxation and thereby
increase the burden upon the rest of the
public. We may lose our property, And that
in itself will imapose a burden. We remove
monetary transactions involving millions of
pounds out of the hands of Parliament. We
have no right to do that. It wouild be wrong
and suicidal. Notwithstanding that the
point of order will probably lie overruled
by you, Mr. Chairmani, I venture to say that
the objection is sound regarding the protec-
tion over our monetary righlts that is vested
in this Chamber. We are embarkfing on an
innovation of a most dangerous type that
cannot be justified by the Constitution.

The Chairman: Section 416, Subsection
I of the Constitution Act as amended by
the Act of 1921, reads as follows:-

Bills appropriating reveniue or inolicys or
imposing taxation shall not origimate ini the
Legislative Council; but a Bill shiall not ho,
taken. to appropriate revenue or moneys or
to impose taxation by reason only of its -on-
taining provisions for the ituposition or ap-
propriation of fines or. other pecuniarY pen~al-
ties, or for the demand or panyment or np-
propriation of fees for licenses, or fees for
registration or other se-rvices ninder the Hill.

In the State Trading- Concerns Act it is
provided that the estimated revenue and ex-
penditure must be submitted to Parliament
annually. Subsection 2 of Section 46O of
the Constitution Act as amendled by the Act
oif 1921 reads as follows:-

The Legislative Council iihi lnt a1iinid
Ljoan Bills or Bills imposing taxation,. or- Hills
appropriating revenue or mnnncys for 1ii10
ordinary annual services of the Uov-rmuum,-n.

That appeals to me as being the crux of the
position. The State Wrading- concerns rev-
enue is not of the ordinary Annual services
of the Government, and therefore the Legis-
lative Council in my opinion was quite in
order in originating the Bill we have before
Us. For miany years here, when the
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure have
been presented, the estimates of the State
trading concerns have been kept entirely
separate and apart. It is recognised that we
cannot alter or amend those estimates og
expenditure and receipts! and therefore they
are brought down entirely apart from the
ordinary Estimates of Revenue and Expen-

diture, wvhieh might be said to be for the
ordinary annual service of the Government.
Therefore, I say the Legislative Council
acted properly in putting this Bill through
that House and sending- it along to the
Assemibly. I therefore rule that the ban.
inember's contention is wrong. In my
opinion, therefore, we are free to discuss
and pass5 tlie Bill throughi the Assembly.

Debate resumed.

Miss HOLAN: Before the breakfast ad-
journient I. was submitting figures relat-
ing to railway sleepers. The State Saw-
mnills can supply any sleepers that may be
required, for they have the plant, the ma-
chinery, the forests of splendid timber, and
in addition they pay a fair wage to the men
cutting the sleepers. I know of one firm
that is buying up all sleepers cut by foreign-
ers at so small a price as to render those
hewn sleepers cheapier than the sawn sleepers
tarned out by that firm. The State Saw-
mills should he retained by the State in
order it tht, industrial conditions that have
obtained at the mills for so many years past
might be maintained. That is to say noth-
ing- of the profits derived from those mills.

The Premier: The profits average £15,000
per annum.

Miss HOLAN: Well, they are worth
having.m Five and a half millions is the
worth of the State Sawmills since their in-
ception. Yet members opposite suggest that
no one would desire to purchase them. The
Premnier said wec could not afford to keep
thenm. We can afford to keep thenm when
they Urc wakinig money for the Treasury,

ehpiyili inlirls of mnen and supporting
thou-sands of depvndaunts. According toi
"lraansard" of 1922-23, page 2547, the then
Mlinister controlling State trading concerns,
Mr. George, indicated the value of the saw-
mills to the State, anid effectively refuted
allegations that the accounts were not pro-
perly kept, that they were faked, and that

llmAnner of things were done to show a
position which did not exist. Continuing,
lie said-

Now wve have proved by the best proof
which could be adduced-the report of the
Auditor Genral-that those statements were
incorrect, that line of criticism has been
dropped . . . . and opponents of the sawmills
are drive-n now to the argumeat that the
State should not compete with private em-
loloyers.
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Those were the statements of a Nationalist
Minister, who showed that a success had been
made of a very difficult proposition. The
objection to the State competing with pri-
vate enterprise seems to be the whole point
at issue now. I have been wondering why
the Bill has been introdueed, and 1. have
found the answer in "Hansard" of the 14th
September, 1922. Mr. Lovekin, M.L.C., in
introducing a similar Bill said that Minis-
ters had promised to introduce such legis-
latin, hut had not done so, and therefore
he had introduced a measure to test the sin-
cerity of Ministers and ascertain where we
stood regarding trading concerns. Mr.
Faovekin went on to say that the session
passed by without any Bills being brought
down. Hie said he had drawn attention to
the fact that the Governor's Speech con-
tained no reference to such a measure and
indicated that if the Government did not
bring one down he would endeavour to do
so to test the sincerity of Ministers. He
kept his promise and in 1922 brought down
a Bill to amend the State Trading Concerns
Act. Another member who is interested in
timber concerns said "We must realise so
long as the State trading concerns are in
existence, so long are other industries im-
perilled." He referred no doubt to the com-
panies and industries in which he held
shares. The private milling companies have
not been working their mils as they should
have, and yet they have been moaning about
their losses. Some of them have closed
down. The Government now want to dis-
pose of the State mills so that they shall
niot comphete with the others, and that the
organisation of the State concern shall break
down. Another member of another place in
1922 said-

The main difference between the present
G overnmnent and thle party following it a ad]
the oflicial Labour Party wvhich is now the
Opposition, binges upon the one issue, that is
private enterprise versus State enterprise.
H'oiv can we expect good results when 'ye

have these enterprises odmnistered by an
unsympathetic Mfinistry?

If the Mfinistry will not take the trouble to
see that these concerns are properly admin-
istered, they may lose money. People often
say that Labour Ministers have not the busi-
ness experience requisite for Cabinet respon-
sibility, and yet the Premier admits that his
colleagues have not the experience required
to enable them to administer State trading
concerns.

The Premier: The lion, member is mak-
ing a second reading speech.

Miss HOLMAN: I am trying to show
that if the Premier is honest in his
desire to clear up the deficit lie will
prevent the Bill from operating against
the State Sawmills. This important con-
cern camne to he rescue of the railways
ait a time when they could not get sleepers
from outside firms. They were offering
C6 10s. a load and the private companies
refused to supply at that figure. The State
Sawmills have also given the Government a
special discount and have supplied them
with the best of timber. During the war
they kept at work without interruption, and
they' have developed the karri industry and
the districts where that timber grows. They
have had a steadying influence on prices
and have kept them down to a reason-
able level. The timber trade is now im-
proving. and is looking up both in
New Zealand and South Africa. Steel
sleepers are not so popular in Ger-
many as they were, chiefly, because their use
involves a heavy increase in the wear on
rolling stock. The employees of the State
Sawmills are fairly happy and contented,
live in good accommodation, and are treated
fairly well by the State. I do not want Par-
liament to put them out of employment, as
will happen if the mills are sold. This State
enterprise has made things much better for
the timber workers generally, and puts
money, into the Treasury every year. The
State has the only nills cutting karri.
Curiously, the State Sawmills can keep run-
ring and make profits whereas privately-
owned mills have had to shut down. The
Premier must admit that financial help given
to private enterprise represents money
thrown down the sink, money that will never
be recovered. If the Premier retains the
State Sawmills, lie will still be able to justify
himself to the people who are pushing him
to sell the State trading concerns.

The Premier: I have nothing to justify
to anybody.

Miss HOLMIAN: If someone were not
pushing, the Bill would not have been
brought here this week. Something must
have been promised or something must have
been forced in connection with this matter.
In nother place-31r. Baxter has spoken of
the mills as a paying State trading concern.
Their closing would mean a severe setback
to the group settlers, who largely depend
upon the local residents to buy their pro-
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ducts. The State Sawmills are the very last
trading concern that should be disposed of.
Since their establishment they have provided
5!% million 1)ounlds. 'My faith in human
nature will be badly shaken if the amend-
ment is defeated. With the huge unemuploy-
nment figures, is it not something to the Gov-
en-inient to have She 1,000 employees of the
Stale Sawmills at wvork? If the Committee
have riot been convinced by what I have
said, miembers irmust be hard indeed to con-
vince. The Government cannot afford to sell
the State Sawmills.

The PREMIER: 1 move-
'runt the Commgi ttee do now divide.

Mr. 1teCalltui: On at point of order! Trho
aniendmient hats not been seconded.

The CHAiR3MAN': No seconder is needed
in Committee.

Mr. Liaplhael: On a point of order. I was
on my feet before the Premier moved his
mlotion. I want to give notice of a further
amendment.

'Ihe CHA]IRMAN: Under the Standing
Orders, I must put time motion that thle
Premier has moved.

Mlotion put and a division called for.

As t
IMr. McCallum:

Perth (Mr. H. W.
riember for Brov,
Luley) 7

Mr. Panton: The
the member for A;v

Mr. McCallumn: B3
Mr. Willeock:

Avon popping up)
the back w~all. WI
You have got one
made him break his

lion. P. Collier:)
her's fault.

Mr. Griffiths: I wi
Hon. P. Collier:
1Mr. Wilson: No

Division taken
sut:-

Ayes
Noe's

MAajorit~y

M~r.
,Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.

Mr.
AS .
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angelo
Barnard
Brown
Dan7
Doey

Ferguson
Griffths
Keenan
Lath am
lindar
H. W. Maron
J. L. Mann

MeLarty

Mr. Collier
Mri. CorboY
Miir. Coterie,

Mr. cnnin!ham

Miss Holm~an
.itr. lohusn
Mr. Kenneally
Mr. Lamend
Mr. Marshall
.11r. Mcenallum)

Sr. ail Uto

Ara.
Sir
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
At r.
Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Air.
ASlr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

James Mitchell
Parker
Patrick
Please
Sampson
Scaddan
J. H. Smith
S. 74. Smith
Thorn
wVells
North

(Teller).

Muosie
Pantot
Rsphael
SleemaO
Troy
Walker

Waflsbtomigh
Wilieck
Withers
Wilman

(Teller.)

Motion thus passed.

Perqolial Ex-planation.
Mr. Panton: I crave the indulgence of the

Committee to make an explaination in fair-
niess% to the member for Perth. He was
paired with the member for Brown Hill-
Jvanhoe, who was ill lnst night. The holt.
member has not returned this morning.

o a Pair. From the view obtained by the Government
Is not the member for Whip, the member for Avon was not
Mlann) paired wvith the present. The member for Claremont asked
vn Hill-Ivanhoe (-,%r. Ihe Opposition Whip to transfer the mem-

ber for Perth's pair to the member for Avon.
pair was transferred to I want to mnake it clear that it was not the

onl (-Mr. Orilliths).' fault of the member for Perth.

ut he is there too!I Hon. P. Collier: It was that fool that was
Fanc thememb for at fAult.Fanc thememer fr The Attorney General: Don't let us be

[ike a cat scratching on ns.
y don't you grow tip? Hon P.' Cornier: Then he should be decent,

membr ino trubleand and not put another member in a false posi-
word of honour. tion.

kind it was not that ment- The Cha irmani . Order ! I am not cwit-

cerned about pairs. The member for Leader-
~as writing at the table! yulle was quite justified in making his ex-

Creeping in that way. planation.
more airs!Mr. Wilson: I would like to endorse what

morepais Ihas been said. The Opposition Whip, tile
with the following re- member for Claremont, asked mec to transfer

thme p~air and I agreed. N\ow I find that both
.. 24 the member for Perth and the member for

22 Avon voited ii' the division. N-o mlore of
- that garlic for me!

for .. .. 2 The Chairman: I will put the amnd-
- mneat.
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Mr. Raphael: I want to give'notice of a
further amendment,

The Chairman: The hon. member is out
of order.

Mir. Raphael: Am I to understand that
the gag has been applied?

The Chairman:. Order! I cannot allow the
hen. member to say that the Committee has
been gagged.

Mr. Raphael: Not gagged! Give it a name
and I will accept it.

Amendment (to os.elude the State Saw-
mills) put and a division taken Nvith the
following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 22

Noes . .. . .. 23

Mlajority against . .. 1

any aigreement regarding the utilisation of
forest land? Will the sale of the State Saw-
mills include any part of our forests? Have
the State Sawmills any right other than the
right that would he held by a private smw'
Mill?

The Miniter for Forests: They are
treated exactly the same an any other s4aw-
mills.

(Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Mr. COVERLEY: I move ani amend-
men'.-

That the following loroviso he* added to
Clause 2:-' Provided that die Wyndham
Freezing, Canning and Mfeat Export Works
shell not be sold or leased without the coii-
sent of Parliamnet.'

Mr, Coller
Mr. Carboy
Sir. Coverley
Mr. Cunnjagbamn
Mr. Hegney
Misas Holmoan
M r, Johnson
Xr. Kenneally
Mr. L.Amoad
Mr. Marshall
Mir. MeCalltirn
%Ir. Millington

Mr. Angelo
Mir. B9arniArd
Sir. Brown
Sir. Davy
N1r. floney
Mr. Ferguson
.11r. Griffiths
Mr. Keenan
Mr. Lathamn
Mr. ILinduay
Mr. J. r. Mean
Mr. MeLarty

AY&
Mr. Liltey

AYES,

Mr. Bdaal.
Mr. Penton
Mr. Raphael
Mr. Sieemna
Mr. Troy
Mr. Walker

Mir, Wanabrough
Mir, Wilicock
Mr. Withers
.r. Wilson

None
Air James Mitchell
Mir. Parker
Mr. Patrick
Mr. Please
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Scaddan
M r. ,L H. Smifth
Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Thorn
Mir, Welts
Mr. North

(Feller

PAIR:

Mr. H. NW.Mn

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We have de-
eided that the State Sawmills are not to be
exeluded from the operations of the Bill. I
should like the Minister for Forests to in-

fomme whether there will be associated
with the State Sawmills any part of our
forests; whether, when disposing of the State
Sawmills, we shall in any way dispose of
gur timber lands. In other words, have the
State Sawmills any lease, any contract, or

The Wyndham Meat Works are mnort: than
a trading concern, for they are serving to
udeveloA the 'nittlo industry, which is largely
benefited by the assistance given by the
wvorks. The price returned to the grower
for his p-roduct has increased by practically
100 per cent, since the inauguration of the
ineat works, and the increase in the quality
of the cattle has been due to the influenci'
and advice of the meat works. Moreover,
the meat works. management have influenced
the Government to -reinstate tropical cul-
ture, particularly in respect of fodder
grasses. That Fins been of benefit to the
cattle industry, and so of benefit to the whole
of the State. Uf the meat works were dis-
posed of to a firm interested in the meat
industry only one such as the American meat
trust would be likely to purchase them. 1.
am more Leaf ul of the meat works being sold
than some of the other trading concerns.
A sum of B93,300 is distributed yearly
amongst the cattle growers of East Kimber-
icy. If the meat works were sold the pro-
ducers would have to seek another market,
and the only market available would be that
in the metropolitan area which is already
fully supplied. From Wyndham frozen andl
canned mneat, fertiliser and hides to the value
of £132,000 a year are shipped to the met-
ropolitan aren, which commodities provide
work fo'r many people. The bulk of the
sala ries and wages paid to meat works emi-
ployees is spent in the metropolitan area.
If the meat works were closed we should
lose the export market for heef. I do not
subscribe to the contention that the proviso
in the Act renders it difficult to dispose of
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tiny trading concern. When war brake out
in 1914 prices soared tremendously. The
British Government asked the Western Aus-
tralian Government to hurry along their
frozen and tinned meat for the use of the
troops. To fulfil that demand all kinds of
reconstruction works were undertaken at
Wyndhamn. Surely no one can take excep-
tion to the expenditure incurred to meet that
emergency. Because of the big capital out-
lay the annual interest bill is heavy, but
during the last five years the works have
shown a profit and have paid about £20,000
into Consolidated Revenue, If the works
were controlled by private enterprise West-
ern Australia would get little or nothing of
the trade that now comes from that source.
insteadl 4£ thei State receiving approximately
£316,000 in revenue from overseas through
the instrumentality of this undertaking, we
shali lose that sum and lose our overseas
cattle market. The benefits derived by the
State Shipping Service and the Harbour and
tight Depairtment, from the activities of the
works will also lbe lost.

Member suspendeed.

The Minister for Lands: ML~r. Chairman-

Mr. Sleeman:- Here, cut that out; I am
on my feet.

The Chairman: 1 will state the questiLon.

1The Chairman called the MXinister for
Lands. 1

Mr. Wilson: You did that deliberately. We
will have a go at you if that's what you are
doing.

The Chairman: If the remarks of the
member for Fremanitle were directed at the
Chair they constitute a reflection on the
Chair, andf the hon. member mast withdraw.

Mr. Sleeman: I withdraw.

Mr. Wansbrough: I rise to a point of
order. Prior to your putting the question,
Mr. Chairman, the member for 'Fremantle
appealed to you for the floor. You sat him
down whilst. you put the question, and you
did not lilt your eyes towards bhim again.

The Chairman: Is the hon. member re-
fleeting upon the ChairY

Mr. Wilson: Of course, why should he
not do soT

Mr. Raphael: W~e are not permitted to
have an opinion.

Mr. Sleeman: I am not reflecting on the
Chair but I would like your ruling, Mr.
Chairman. Is the member who is first on
his feet, and addresses you first, to get his
say, or is a Minister on the other side of the
Chamber to get his sa 'y firstI If the latter
is the case we might as well go home and
stay there.

The Chairman: Immediately I had fin-
islind stating the question I raised my eyes,
and the first member I saw was the Minister
for rtinds. I then called his name.

Mr. Wilson:- You know that is untrue;
you know it

The Chairman: The member for Collie
must withdraw that.

Ml~r. Wilson: I am very sorry, but it is
untrue.

The Chairman: I ask you once again to
withdraw that statement.

Mr. Wilson: I cannot do so.
The Chairman: I must ask that you with-

draw from the Chamlber.
Mr. Wilson: I say it is untrue and you

are a disgrace to Parliament.

[Mr. Wilson left the Chamber.]

Ron, W. ID. Johnson: I think there is
some misunderstanding, Mr. Chairmen. You
stated, when the member for Fremantle rose
and called the Chair, "I must first state the
question."

The Chairman: Both hon. members rose
at the same time, and out of order, heeamwt'
the question had not been put.

Mr. Panton: I understood you replied,
Sir; and you could only reply to the mem-
ber for Fremantle, because he was the only
one who had called up to that moment.

The Chairman: I saw two bon. members
rise. Anyhow, it is no good discussing it;
I have given my ruling.

Committee resumed.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move:

Tha~t the Comittee do now divide.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result-

Ayes
Noes 21

Majority for .. 2



Fx4r James
Mr. Parker
Mr. Patrick
Mrt. Please
Mr. Richard
Mr. Sampan

,M r. J. H. S
M r. J1. K. S
Mr. Thorn

M.Wellm
Mr. North

M r. Barnard
Mrt. Brows
Mr. Davy
Mr. Doney

M r. Ferguson
M r. Griffth.s
31 ir. Keenan
Mr. LAO=a
Mr. Lindsay
M~r. 11. WV. Mann
Air. J. I. Mann
'dr. MeLarty

Mr. Collier
M.r. Coner
M r. Cunningham

%I r. Meanersw

Mr. Kenneally
Mir. Lamond
Mr itmter
Mr. Marshall
me. McCallum

Millingi
Munsie
Raphael
sleemar
Troy
Walker
Wansbri
Wilicoc
Withers
Feniton

Mrotion thus passed.

Amendment (to exclude the I
Meat Works) put, and a divisi,
with thle following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against .

Mr. Collier
Mr. COverley
Mir. Cunningham
Mr. Hegacy
Mice Holman
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Kenneally
Mr. Lamond
Mr. Liter
Mr. Marshall
Mr. McCalu

Mr. Barnard
Mr. Brown
Mr. Davy
Mr. hnnay
Mr. Ferguson
Mir. Griffith.
Mr. Keenan
Mr. lathamn
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. H. W. Kann
Mr. J1. 1. Mann
Mr. McLarty

NOR$.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Nir.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Millingi
Mucie
Rapbael
Sleeral

Walker
Wnnsbr(
Willemc
Withers
Fenton

Sir James
Mr. Parker
Mr. Patrick
Mr. Pleese
Mr. Rltbhard
Mr. Satupee
Mr. J1. H. Si
14ir. 1. itt. S
Sir. Thorn
Mr. Wells
M r. North

Amendment thus negatived.

Mitchell

Lent
n
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Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
SMr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
11ir.
SMr.
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Chaeirman's Action Criticised,

M-%r. McCallum: In view of your recent
decision, Mr. Chairman, I move-

That the Chairman do now leave the Chair.

Sib I do not think it is possible that the Chain-
mItk her can have any confidence in you after

the partisanship you have displayed. I
think it is the most deliberate thing that has

(Teller.) been done in the history of Parliaments.
The member for Pr)emantle was on his feet,
and you asked him to resume his seat. Then

on you put the question, and you deliberately
looked over to the other side and gave the
call to the Minister for Lands. It is the
most partial, one-sided decision that has
ever been given in any Parliament. It is

ouigl impossible for this Chamber to have any
It eon fidenve in your fairness, or in your fit-

nes to pre,;idt, over its deliberations, in
t Teller.) viewv of that decision. One would have

expected of a member in the- Chair,
no matter what his feelings might he,
that lie would carry out hisi duties

V ,yndiani properly. It is quite palpable that you, Mr.
on taken Chairman, got into the Chair so that you

would not hanve to vote on matters afleeting
21 thle North-West. You got into the Chair to

23 do the work of the Government, and to help
- them, instead of carrying out the functions

2 of Chairman of Committees in an impartial
and fair manner; that is why you took the
Chair! The member for ]remiantle was on
his feet addressing you before the Minister
for Lands imoved his motion. The Minister
had not even raised his voice. The member
for Fremantle had the floor.

I The Chairman: Order! The hon. member
canot-

ough lon. P. Collier: We won't hear you!
k Mr. IMe'aillum: 'No, 'I hanve moved that youL

* leave the Chair.
lion. P. Collier: Row canl members hare

any confidence in you after this?
Mr. McCallum: We can have none at all.

Mitchell Hon. I". Collier: NKo, not after tlint dis3-
Micel play of prejudice.

The Chlairman: There can be no debate on
the Tnotion.

Son The Premier: 'Mr. Chairman-

milk Hon. P. Collier: You cannot speakth
initb member for South Fremnantle has the floor.

The Chairman: 'Will the hon. member re-
sume his seat'?

(Teler.) Eon.' P. Collier: No, go on.
(Teller.) r. McCallumn: I will not be sat down by

you, Mr. Chairman. I amn giving my reasons
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for moving the motion that you leave the
Chair. Yon adopted a partisan attitude
when you got into the Chair that does not
permit of us having any confidence in you.
You went there to do the -work of the Gov-
ernment instead of being impartial.

'Miss Holman: A barefaced job.
Mr. McCallum- You departed from the

usual attitude we expect of a Chairman of
Committees. The member for Fremantle
was addressing you, and you had actually
answered him when he -was standing in his
seat. You told him to resume his sent while
you stated the question. Then when you had
4atIed it, you looked to the other side and
palled the Minister for Land%.

Mr. RAphoel : That is only what you
would expect of him.

Air. XMeCallun: Is that not a one-eyed
action to take? I have never seen or heard
of endh an attitude being adopted by a
Chairman of Committees before.

Hon. P. Collier: He is not there as a
party man.

Mr. McCallum: How can we go on with
the bnsiness and expect to get justice from
you? If the attitude of a Chairman of
Committees is to be coloured to suit the
Government, how can the business of the
Committee be carried on? How can the
Chairman be fair and impartial and assist
in the business of the country?

Mrz. Kenneally: What faith can we have
in a man like that?

Mr. "McCaIlumi: We had better leave the
Chamber now if that is what we must expect
from the Chairnan.

Mr. Panton: That is the best thing to do.
Mr. Millington: Yes, let us all go out.
M1r. McCallum: I think that is all there

is left for us to do.
Miss Hohman: Don't stay here.
Hon. P. Collier: The Chairman is blind

in one eye.
Mr. Willeock: Yes, let us go.
'Mr. McCallum: We shall not sit here, and

allow you to take the Chair any more.
The Chairnan:- Order!
Hon. P. Collier: Such partisanship ! He

is one-eyed!
Mr. Panton: He is blind in both eyes.
Honi. Xf F. Troy.- He should not be where

be is.
Hon. P. Collier: We saw you walk up to

the Chairman and suggest you take the

Chair, just before the North-West items
were to be dealt with.

The Chairman: That is not true.
Hon. P. Collier. It is true, you know it is.
Mr. McCallum: If that is the attitude we

must expect, how can we tolerate it for a
moment. Is it any wonder that the member
for Collie felt resentful, left the Chamber
and expressed himself in heated terms? Do
you, r.Chairman, expect men to sit down
and tolerate what we have witnessed just
now?

.,%r. Willeock: The member for Collie did
not leave; he was ordered out of the Chamn-
ber.

Mr. McCallumn: Yes, because he stuck to
his statement that the affair was deliberate.

Mfr. Millington: It was disgraceful.
Mr. McCallum: He refused to back down

and withdraw what be said. Because he did
that, he was ordered out of the House.
While the members of the Opposition have
been in the Chamber, they have kept to the
rules of debate.

Hon. P. Collier: But we have rights in
this Chamber.

Mr. McCallum: Yes, jut as much as
other members. Our rights have been in-
fringed. Why should this be so? Why
should a man who is appointed Chairman
of Committees act as this man did? His
attitude should not be tolerated in any Par-
liament. I submit the motion.

Mr. Sleeman: I second that motion be-
cause I can no longer have any confidence
in you, Mr. Chairman. The amendment
dealing with the State Shipping Service is
the next one to be discussed, and you
promised me that you would support the
amendment.

The Chairman: No, I did not.
Mr. Sleeman: Yes, you did, and you

know it. Now we see how you kept your
promise. You left your seat and took the
Chair.

The Chairman: Order!I There can be no
discussion on the motion.

Mr. Sleem an: I am not discussing it.
Motion put, and a division taken with the

following result:-
Ayes
Noes

21
23

Majority against .. 2
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Mr. Collier
M r. Covrney
Mr. Cuaningham
Mr. Hegney

miss Holman
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Senneally
Mr. La4moud
:;r. tutor
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Mcallum

Mr. Earnsr'
Mr. Brown
Mr. navy
Mr. Donor
Mr. Perguson
Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Keenan
Mir. Latham
M r. Lindsay
Mr. WI NV. Mlan
Mr. J. L. Mann
Mr. MeLarty

A cr5.

Naze.

M r. Milllnffo
Mr. Munsle
Mr. Raphael
Mr. Steemas
Mr. Troy
Air. Walker
Mir. Wanabrou
Mr. Willooct
Mr. Withers
Mr. Panton

Sir James K

a,

Mr. Patrick
Mr, Piesse
Mr. Richardson

Mr. Sampson
Mr. J. H. Smith
M r J1. M. Smith
Mr. Thorn
Mr, Wells'
Mr. North

M*otion thus negatived.

(Members of the Opposition, with ithe
exception of the membher for Mt. Magnet
(Eon. M. F. Tray) left the Chamber in a
body.)

Committee resumed.

Clause put and paissed.

Title-a&red to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported without amendment and the

report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT--SPZCIAL.
The PREMI1ER: I move-

That i-he Rouse at its rising adjourn until

12.80 p.mn. to-day.

Question put and passed.

H1 ouse adjourned at 12.3 p.m. (Friday).

tcgishttivC Council,
Friday, 190h December, 1930.

&b -, Afieubto BUlIS............ ... .. .. 087
33g1s RoEad Districts Act Amnendment and MunicipaI

Corporations Act Almendmenat, ASeinly'e
Message, request for Conference----------2871

State Trading Concerns Act Amnendmnent re-
turned...........................2878

(rawl.) 'Municipal Corporations Act Amendment, Confer-
ence Managers' report .. .. .. 27

Rosd Districts Act Amendment, Conference
Managers' report, Corn., Assembly's further

[itckel Message.. ............... ..... 287
Adjournmient, Christmass holidays...........2878

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
10.30 a.m. anid read prayers.

Suspension of Sitting.

The PRESIDENT: Pending the receipt
(!Polter), of messages from another place, I shall

leave the Chair.

Sitting suspended from 10.32 aam. to 2.30
p.m.

BILLS (2) -ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT AND MUNIICIPAL
CORPORATIONS ACT AMEND-
MlENT.

Assembly's Messages-Bequests for Con-
f erence.

Messages from the Assembly received and
read requesting a conference on the amend-
ment insisted on by the Council in each Bill
and stating that if a conference were agreed
to, the Assembly would be represented by
three managers

Hon J. CORNELL: I move-

That the two Tues.inges be ta~kcn into con-
sideration forthwith, that the conference be
agrued to, thnt the managers for the Council
be Elan. S. Nicholson, Hon. H. Stewart, and
the mover, anid that the conference be held
forthwith ift Mr. Speaker's room.

I may explain to hon. mnembers. that, owing
to the President's room being required for
other purposes later on, Mr. Speaker has
kindly piaced his room at the disposal of
the managers.

Hon. A. L0VEKIN: I do not wish to take
any exceptioli personally to Mr. Stewart
being one of the managers, but it has always
been a practice that a member representing
the majority of those who had really

2871
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